Crossroads

Winter 2015

Dear Readers
Time is flying and the year is getting to an end. Time for reflection
… trust that the Lord will guide us and order our every step. Even
if we feel troubled, anxious, stuck … we also have many things to
be thankful for.
A Prayer for Us to Share:
“Father, thank You for bringing me increase/new
situations/circumstances/people in every area of my life. Thank
You for taking me to new places. I expect that You are working
behind the scenes in my life, and I open my heart to all You have
for me in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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Dear Friends
Wishing you a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas
Our Christmas newsletter is a wonderful opportunity not just to
send Christmas Greetings to every one of you but also to thank
you for your prayers and support during the last year. I really do
value all the practical help and support that I personally and the
church as a whole receives but more importantly I value your
prayer support because without that my ministry and the life of the
church would be much the poorer.
Christmas is a time to say thank you, to say thank you to friends
and family, to those people we come into contact with week by
week and who make life better just because we share it with them.
Sending cards to people and buying small gifts for those close to
us has always been a way of saying Thank You! Of letting them
know that we appreciate and value them and that at this special
time of year they are in our thoughts and prayers.
Each Christmas gift is a gift of love and of
course the first ever Christmas gift that of
a baby sent to a young couple in
Palestine was also a gift of love. The love
of God sent to the whole world wrapped
not in pretty paper with a bow but in
human flesh with a heart.
So as you send and receive cards and gifts remember not just
to thank those close to you but to make time to say Thank
You to God that he sent his son into this world as the first
Christmas gift to tells us that He loves us.
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The gifts that the infant Jesus received from those who came to
pay homage to him were not ‘thank you’ gifts or even ‘gifts of love’
they were ‘prophetic gifts’, gifts with a meaning. Gold the sign of a
king recognising that this child was to grow and become a king,
the wise men may not have known where his kingdom would be or
that it would extend to the very ends of the earth but they did know
that the child before them was destined by God to be a mighty
king. Frankincense the sign of a priest for one who would pray for
the people, the role of a priest was to bring God to the people and
the people into the very presence of God. Little did they know that
the one to whom they brought their gift was God himself in human
form the one who not just brought God to the people but who
came as God to the people and by his life and death brought the
people back to God. This brings us to the final gift that of Myrrh
which seems a strange gift for a child, a gift that signified death,
but it was by the death of Jesus that God’s love was truly revealed
to the world. This king who by his death brought about the gift of
forgiveness and by his rising from the dead made eternal life not
just a possibility but a reality. Jesus the ascended King who still
today sits on his throne reigning in heaven and prays for each of
us. Do we value his prayers for us as much as we should?
As Christmas approaches
we should be thanking him
for all His help and
support during the year
but
more
importantly
thanking Him for the
prayers that He prays on
our behalf.
One of the ways of thanking Him is to join with us in our
special worship services at this time of year. I look forward to
seeing you and wishing you a Happy Christmas in person.

Love and Prayers
Kim
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Overseas recently, I asked a Pastor what his church and other ‘local’
churches were doing in the way of climate change/caring, awareness and
action, especially in light of this being a major urgent moral issue of our
time. His response kindly asserted the scriptures that man(kind) was God
ordained to subdue the earth and to have dominion over it all; furthermore,
that the Lord is in control, would take care of His people and sort things
out. Upon recovery, I could only mumble that surely ‘dominion’, for a
Christian, couldn’t include a careless and knowing destruction of His
creation, a lack of stewardship, care and love for all of Creation.
Conversation shifted to the upcoming picnic the church was to have that
weekend!
Scripture ‘pickings’, verse (Gen1:26) and version (KJV), present the
‘dominion’ passage in isolation from the overwhelming bible-wide message
to actively care for God’s Creation…all of it…ourselves, our ‘neighbours’,
That as followers of Jesus Christ, caring for the Earth flows out of our
thankfulness for and relationship to the many wonderful gifts that we
receive through the Creation.
We all know that we are totally dependent on nature and the Earth for our
survival. Is it not logical that we should care for that which sustains us?
Humans are also inter-dependent on one another for survival (think food
supply, healthcare, etc.). Should we not care for each other or at least, not
knowingly cause harm to one another by destroying our/their habitat?
The important message here is that God loves us, He loves His Creation
and loves (and sustains) us through His Creation.
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Climate Change and Creation destruction is happening because we
individually consume too much. Our consumption generates CO2 causing us
to be trapped inside a ‘greenhouse’ of increasing temperature and pollution.
The two greatest sources of CO2 increase are the Oil & Gas Industry and the
Livestock Industry. To the ‘standard’ question, “What can I, one mere
person, do that will lessen climate change”, the ‘standard’ response is,
“Reduce CO2 generation by reducing Oil, Gas and Livestock consumption”.
“There is strength in numbers!!” As a Christian imperative hundreds of
diverse congregations around the world are
undertaking, together, to become Eco
Congregations… a transformation of
individuals
and
of
their
church
organizations, Our Beautiful Blue Planet is
in crisis! Proper caring for her has become a
huge challenge for each of us…and this
challenge is more easily handled cooperatively.
How then shall we as good-stewards
respond to this challenge? Let’s talk about this and figure out how we can all
share in the care. Please contact me, Franklin, at fwilmot@keyworld.net or
(+356) 7995 8610.
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“Tend my Sheep”
Every year around this time I attend a few
graduation ceremonies. I listen to the oration
given by a selected academic as well as the
graduation speech of a chosen graduand. What
they say is often the two sides of the same
coin, two perspectives of the same reality.
This year, as I sat to listen I imagined the two
sides of a tapestry. A neat picture on one side
and, on the other side, the traces of every
stitch, either planted without much ado or threaded carefully to
ensure consistent tension though only the expert eye could notice
the difference from the picture side. This made me think of what
motivates us to work conscientiously or shabbily. The graduand’s
speech spoke of the growth in her years on campus that changed her
from a youngster overwhelmed by her eating disorder, who had
worked hard at her studies, had accepted support and
encouragement and turned into a professional with a substantial
amount of confidence ready to face her next step independently.
She said that she felt she could now contribute to the community.
This Sunday marks the end of the liturgical year and makes way for
Advent, our preparation for the birth of Jesus on Christmas day.
We celebrate the feast of Christ the King. Yet Christ also calls
himself the Good Shepherd. Indeed, it is because His kingdom is not
of this earth that Christ as the Good Shepherd matches his role as
King. He washes the disciples’ feet and tells Peter who objects, who
is embarrassed that his Lord should stoop to wash the feet of people
like him, fishermen and tax-collectors, to do the same, to serve
others as Jesus did. (John 13: 13-17) The Apostles at the Last
Supper were like graduands about to embark on their career of
service.
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Serving others is indeed the Christian path of growth. We are to
diminish that Christ can work through us, speak to others through us
and answer the prayers of those around us through us. To serve we
need to open our eyes and ears. It is so easy to forget those around
us when we are working, or relaxing, or interacting with family and
friends. We don’t easily “tune in” and often lose ourselves in the
channels we are familiar with, that give us comfort. Christ the
Shepherd-King tended to his flock even when he badly needed a
break. So, too, he asks us to “feed my lambs”, “tend my sheep” and
“feed my sheep.” (John 21: 15-17) We are all asked to do this in
different ways.
One way is by
caring for those
in
our
community, by
recognising the
needs of others
and responding,
by giving time to
show we care
for others, that
we are there
for
them
whether they live next door or in a home for the elderly or whether
they are in hospital or even in prison. We also respond to Jesus’s
request by bringing food and other things for Dar Teresa, for the
Food Bank. From time to time we participate in enjoyable pasta
evenings at a cost or buy handmade cards for our loved ones to help
fund raising for the Tugwashanye community. This money helps us to
respond to their various pleas. Sometimes it is for food and shelter.
At other times it is for education or health-related expenses. Often
it is to cover costs for projects such as maize farming to help
members of the community become independent.
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Perhaps we can think of ourselves as graduands embarking on the
road to Bethlehem but also responding to the needs of those we
meet along the journey. One day it may be a mobility-restricted
neighbour needing help or a young person needing a smiling,
encouraging face. At other times we need to make a financial
contribution in order to make a difference to a family or a larger
community. Just as the graduand expressed her great appreciation
to all the staff, to family and friends who supported her in different
ways to make her achievement possible, we too know that we can only
assume the role of contributors because others were there for us
somewhere, somehow.
So, as we celebrate the feast of Christ the King, we also recognise
that His kingdom is one where all who enter have forgiven all others,
have cared for some “little one”, some lamb, some sheep. All who
enter have followed a path leading to love without qualification. Thus
we need to recognise the other’s worth in the eyes of the Lord
because every one of these persons is made in the image of God.
And who of us would deny the Lord anything that, after all, He has
given us Himself?

Marie Alexander
For The Mission Team
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Recent Changes at Malta Microfinance
The last few months have seen a number of changes
at Malta Microfinance with our support worker
Celine leaving and being replaced by Erika
(erika@maltamicrofinance.com). We have simplified
our loan products so we now have a single loan,
repayable over twelve months, with the first
repayment not due until two months after the loan
is given out, a reduced up-front fee
of 10% (APR 18.6%) and still no
interest. The loan can be used to
help someone start or expand a
business, rent a flat, go to college, or otherwise
help them through a small loan (maximum is €2,500)
then we may be able to help if they are able to
afford the repayments. We do have a preference
for helping refugees and women but anybody can
apply when a small loan can transform their lives.
Malta Microfinance is part of the mission of St
Andrew’s so please keep praying that we might be
good news to the poor.
Peter Lloyd, Chairman
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THAT MAGNIFICENT MAN IN HIS FLYING
MACHINE - FLYING WITH FELIX
On Saturday, 7th November, Jim and I were honoured and privileged to
be the first passengers to fly with Felix, a young person who is very keen
to be a pilot. For those who do not know Felix he is a young member of
our congregation at St. Andrew's and is often to be found in Church on a
Sunday morning.

On arriving at the training side of Luqa Airport, where there are three
pilot training schools, we waited in the rest room for
the aeroplane and the instructor to arrive. Having
flown in an eight seater aeroplane before many
years ago, which had been a bad experience and
thinking it would be an eight seater one this time, I
was extremely apprehensive when we were told it
was to be a four seater!
When the plane and
instructor arrived it was to find that to get into the
plane we had to clamber onto the wing to get in the
door! However, with much assistance, once inside,
the seats were very comfortable and with
headphones on we were ready to start.
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The aeroplane was a Piper 161 Warrior II and we started off taxiing
right to the end of the runway and revving up. Despite the extra weight of
two passengers, an excellently controlled take-off followed. Gaining
height to 1,500 feet we set off North for Gozo. Flying right round the
coast of Gozo it was fascinating to see everything so close from the air
which you cannot see when you are in a passenger jet. Having circled
round Gozo we came along Dingli Cliffs over Magdalen Chapel and
Filfla then continued round the Maltese coast over Valletta and Sliema,
etc. The flight was smoother than a normal passenger jet and Felix is a
very accomplished young man. He was very calm, completely in control,
with the instructor just watching him.
Unfortunately after nearly an hour it was time to return to Luqa where
Felix made a very safe landing. Well done Felix, and thank you for the
experience. You must be very proud. Long may you keep flying.
Anne Catherall
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Annual Musical Soiree 2015
A slight change in style for this year’s concert and rather than the usual
melange of talent on display we gave the evening over to a single group
of musicians who regaled us with some stirring and some more ... gentle
pieces performed by the Brass Band Babenhausen.
Hailing from Bielefeld in Germany’s Nord-Rhein Westfallen the
Babenhausen Brass Band is a Christian Brass Ensemble (one of over
7000 in Germany) coming from the parish of Bielefeld/Babenhausen.
A young club, founded in
1975 their aim is to make
music in praise of God and for
the enjoyment of the people
and this remains the guiding
principal for the commitment
in their playing.
In concerts, such as we heard on the evening, they do not only play
classical liturgical music but also modern sacred pieces as well as
gospels, swing, popular songs from the Musicals and big band
arrangements.
Variety is the source of the joy in their music.
By the way ... I am told that the club in the neighbouring parish actually
dates back to 1843 but I am assured that none of the original members
are still actively playing.
The contact for the evening’s performance came through Mr Werner
Johanning who came on a Study Trip to Malta University last year where
he met our former Pastor Dieter Paul who some of you will remember
regaled us on cello with his wife, Claudia on violin at last year’s
wonderful soiree.
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The night’s programme was a special one starting with 2 pieces by
George Friedrich Handel. Firstly ... Handel’s Hallelujah followed by his
Ouverture, La Paix and the Menuett. This was followed by Bach’s Sicut
locutus est ... As He spoke from the Magnificat. Felix Mendelsohn was
next ... Denn er hat seinen Engeln befohlen uber dir (For He will
command his angels to guard over you) ... from the 91st Psalm and then
Highland Cathedral. What could have been more appropriate in St
Andrew’s Scots Church.
Specially written by Ulrich Roever and Michael Korb for a Highland
Games in Germany in 1982 this has become a Pipe Band staple in
Scotland and has, believe it or not, even been proposed as the Scottish
National Anthem to replace our unofficial anthems Scotland the Brave
and Flower of Scotland. It was also the pipe piece played at the
ceremonial lowering of the Union Flag over the Governor’s residence in
Hong Kong in 1997 when British rule ended in the province.

A change in mood followed with Hewenu Schalom alejchem (Peace be
upon You) a traditional song sung by the Chassidic Jews on a Friday on
returning from prayer. This song signals the arrival of the Jewish
Sabbath welcoming the angels who accompany the person home. Many
melodies have been written for this song. The evening’s was by Rabbi
Israel Goldfarb.
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Four pieces now ... We were promised a big
band piece and it came in the form of ... No
Problem by Michael Schutz followed by ...
Americana Suite in 3 Movements by Raphael
Dominique Thone.
Raphael Thone is one of Germany’s most
talented young composers having studied not
only in Germany but getting is Doctorate in
Musicology in Vienna and studying Film Scoring and Composition in
Boston. His Americana Suite, however, focuses more probably on the
New York skyline.
Then ... You Raise me up. Originally written by the duo Secret Garden
this is now accepted as a standard contemporary hymn. We heard the
Westlife version. And last of the four but by no means least ... Funky
Walkin’ by Heiko Kremers. Eclectic ... that is the word to describe Herr
Kramers and if you don’t know what eclectic means listen to Funky
Walkin’
To round up our evening we invited the audience to join in ... An Irish
Blessing - May the road rise up to meet you ... A traditional Gaelic
blessing we wanted to share this together and asked everyone to sing
along.
As an encore the Babenhausen Brass Band on request from the MC
agreed to do a Beethoven piece and chose the Europa Anthem from Ode
to Joy Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. What an end to the evening.
After the concert the audience were
invited to go to the hall for some wine
and nibbles and a collection was made.
A big thanks to all who made this
possible.
by Christa Wiegand
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THANKS
Garden of Remembrance
The sale of cross for the Garden of Remembrance
raised €65.00
This money has been passed on to the Royal British
Legion Poppy Appeal.
Thank you to all who supported this worthy cause.
Pat O'Neil
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Christmas Celebrations
Sunday 20th December
10.30am “Carols and Nativity”
All-Age Worship
Wednesday 23rd December
7.30pm “Noel, Noel”
Christmas Concert
Christmas Eve
6.00pm Christingle Service
Christmas Day
10.30am Christmas All-Age Celebration
Followed by Christmas Lunch
(see separate notice!)

Special Events
Thursday 21st January
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service
6.30pm St Nicholas Church, Merchant Street
Friday 29th – Sunday 31st January
Sponsor’s Council
Sunday 31st January 10.30am
Covenant Service Preacher: Rev J Brown
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SAINT ANDREW’S CHURCH
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
If you plan to worship with us on
Christmas Day then book to stay for
a 4 course traditional Christmas lunch.
Only 72 places available so book early
to avoid disappointment.
Minimum donation
of €10 per person
Soft drinks provided
bring your own wine!

Advent Project
Let us build a house
In Nepal
Just before noon on Saturday 25 April, 2015, was when the
first earthquake struck Nepal.
Lasting just 45 seconds; causing devastation, changing lives forever.
45 seconds that caused over 8000 people to lose their lives and over 6
million families to lose their homes.
The World Mission Council is challenging congregations to raise
£500 to build a house in Nepal. We hope to do this by building a
house from lego bricks. We will sell each brick for €5,
we need 135 bricks to build our house and that will
raise enough to build a home for a family in Nepal.
Please buy a brick or two!
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Volunteer & Duty Chart
Please take notice of our Volunteer & Duty Chart. It indicates
names and duties in our church life. Especially it shows which
functions need volunteers and which don’t. Functions are indicated
with a colour code. It is displayed at the end of the steps leading to
the hall on the wall next to the entry of the hall.
StAY Connected = St Andrew Youth Connected with
Jesus – is a joint youth group project of St Andrew’s
Scots Church and Andreas-Gemeinde, German
Protestant Church. It is for young people from 14–29
years who want to meet on a regular basis sharing their
faith, singing, dancing, playing, having fun and much
much more. The first meeting will be in early October.
Join our Facebook Group to know more about it.

We sit at the front of the Church
and either just chat or make things,
etc. People of different nationalities
and cultures come in for a drink. Some are on holiday and some live here. If
you have nothing to do on a Friday each week why not drop in and see us
between 10am and 12noon. You are very welcome.

There are two Home Groups just
now:
one in Birgu at the Wilmot’s –
and a second in Maghtab at
Thiele-Trimmel’s.
Contact Judy or Franklin (Birgu Group)
on 7926 1646 or jwilmot@keyworld.net
OR Jutta or Harald (Maghtab Group)
9964 7772 or dc8-73@gmx.de
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A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people
and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year
ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a
computer back then.
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would
be about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and
they would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who
would then contact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or
even more hence the chain. So with the exception of the Coordinator no one
had to call more than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that
people were praying for your situation.
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times
and bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It
made a tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or
used their computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course
there are people who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call which
is fine.
The power of prayer is truly amazing.
If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please
don't hesitate to contact me.
My details are as follow:

June Pritchard-Griffiths,
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406
Email: junepeg1951@yahoo.co.uk
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