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Minister's Letter
May 2020

Rev. Betsi Thane
My start into ministry in St Andrew's has been very strange.
I have been in Malta for three months and I hardly know the faces of my
parishioners. I would love to come and visit with you, meet you in
person and listen to your stories. But I cannot do it due to Covid-19 that
has plagued us for several weeks.
One of my favourite mottos is "what you cannot change you have to
accept"; therefore I choose to not complain about the situation we are in
but I am thankful for all the blessings I have received.
Many of us had to stay indoors for our own protection and this means
that we might feel unable to do what we were used to doing. Some of
you may experience the feeling of helplessness and uselessness. But
trust me, this difficult time is not a wasted time. From a Christian
perspective we CAN do a lot in every situation. We are encouraged in 1
Thessalonians 5:17 (NIV) "pray continually”. So let’s do that! Let us
pray! And at the moment we cannot complain that we have not enough
time to pray because we have plenty of it.
So at the time given let's pray. Prayer is fundamental in the Christian
faith. Jesus himself prayed - and if he prayed, then it is clearly important
that we pray too. But what do we pray? Because despite us knowing that
we should pray, we often find it difficult to know what we should be
3

praying for and how we should pray.
Of course, we have some great
patterns of prayer in Scripture - none
more so than 'The Lord's Prayer'. But
often our prayers can drift into
'shopping list' prayers where we are
just putting up a pile of requests, or
'help' prayers where we are just asking
for help! At least we are praying - but
we recognise that our prayer life could be a lot richer than it is.
Dear all, I do not know what are your plans and wishes for the time after
the Corona virus crisis is over. But my plans and wishes are related to St
Andrew's Church. As your pastor I think about the post Covid-19 time a
lot. I think about you and my ministry. I think about our building that
once again could be filled with people worshiping together. I think
about people entering our building seeking God, seeking forgiveness,
seeking His love and mercy. This is possible
but I cannot do it alone. We are ONE BODY
Of Christ and we have to work together. Let
us use the present time as a time of
preparation for that. Therefore I encourage
all of you to pray; to envision our church full
of people who have thirst for living water.
People who want to know Jesus. And we can
and will invite people to join in when the
church building reopens. But before we do
this we need to ask God in prayer who we need to invite.
Alistair Begg in his book 'Pray Big' points out how Paul prays for the
Ephesians. “I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so
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that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe.” (Eph 1:17-18) Paul
prays “big” and focuses on the spiritual need. Our own prayers often are
about praying for earthly things. That is not to say earthly things don't
matter - but his point is that we should follow Paul's example in praying
bigger prayers about things that really matter. So often, we pray for
things like health (which is important) - but we neglect to pray for
people's souls and their salvation (which is more important!). One of the
things Alistair Begg says is this: You have been raised with Christ in the
heavenly places. You have been made part of a family that will never
come to an end. One day you will live in a new heaven and a new earth.
You will see God face to face and, with a heart no longer burdened and
distracted by sin and a body no longer broken and decaying in frailty,
you will praise him. And here is the key point: And you and I just want
to pray that we'd stay healthy and live long?! All that matters may be
brought before God, what we bring before God is not always what
matters most. (Pray Big, p.31)
And so I encourage
you - pray big! Pray
spiritual prayers
focused on what is
most important.
Pray that God will
put on your heart a
person to invite. Because as we read in “1Tim 2:4 “God wants all
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
Yours in Christ,
Betsi
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“Not perfect (yet)”
Rev Joanne Evans-Boiten
Dear friends at St Andrew’s,
I am delighted to have been asked to share some of my personal
reflections with you as you have been in my thoughts ever since I left
Malta at the beginning of December. And I would like to take this
opportunity to say how delighted I am that you now have your own
minister and that Betsi is there with you at this time of uncertainty.
It is in a way this Covid 19 situation that inspired my theme for this
article which is: “Not perfect (yet)”
As some of you may
have noticed during my
time as a locum in
Malta, (remembering for
example a service
during which Zaccheus
had to climb a rather
Colomba Le Roc Retreat House
imperfect tree) I am not what people would call a perfectionist. This is, I
guess, because I am just too
impatient to spend much time
looking at the finer details of
things. And that applies to
painting windows, knitting
jumpers, weeding flowerbeds and
even writing articles. So beware
you may find a typo or more in
the next few paragraphs.
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However there is one exception to this, let’s call it, “relaxed” attitude,
and that is our chapel at Colomba le Roc, our Green scene at Colomba
le Roc retreat house in SW France.
Indeed when a few years ago we
decided to transform a small
outbuilding into our chapel I wanted
it to be perfect. After all, this was to
be God’s special place, the place
where we would worship him daily.
Yet somehow things did not go according to my master plan. Don’t get
me wrong. Ian, my husband, who is a perfectionist, created a beautiful
worship space, the walls were restored and painted, the roof redone,
windows were replaced and
where needed even created.
Everything was perfect,
down to the smallest detail.
Now all we needed were two
stained glass windows and
the chapel would be perfect.
As you can imagine I was
getting all excited when the
time came to have the window made in situ. The designer and creator,
accompanied by Ian and myself, went on a trip to Bordeaux to choose
the glass and soon the right panes of glass for the right bits of the design
were found and purchased. Once back home it was time to cut the glass
into the right shapes. All went well until, somehow, one bit of the skyto-be snapped. And as we had no spare blue glass, we had no choice but
to stick the bits of broken glass together. Needless to say I was rather
disappointed. The window, though of course still very beautiful, was
just not perfect...
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How wrong I was! For though not perfect in the traditional way, this
window with its broken glass was more meaningful now than it would
ever have been whole, because in its present state it reflected our
brokenness, the brokenness of our world. A brokenness we have been
particularly reminded of in these last couple of months as we have been
affected each in our own way, by Covid 19.
A brokenness we lay before God in the hope and knowledge that he will
bring his healing love and make everything new.
I was once told that in an orthodox Jewish house there is always a bit in
the wall that shows the stone or brick the house was built with. This
stone makes the house permanently unfinished or rather “imperfect” to
remind those who live there, that true perfection, a world without tears,
a world where no one is hungry, is something we strive for but that will
only fully exist in God’s heavenly kingdom.
I hope that in the same way our
beautiful slightly broken stained
glass window will remind those who
come to our chapel not only of the
brokenness of our world but more
importantly of the fact that God
welcomes all who are broken and
longs to heal them and give them
new, perfect, Life .

Joanne
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The Four Candles

Four candles slowly
burned.
The ambience was so
soft, one could almost
hear them talking.
The first candle said ‘I
am Peace!’
The world is full of
anger and fighting. Nobody can keep me lit
Then the flames of Peace went out completely.
The second candle said ‘I am Faith!’
I am no longer indispensable. It doesn’t make
sense that I stay lit another moment.
Just then a breeze softly blew Faith’s flame.
Sadly, the third candle said ‘I am Love!’
People don’t understand my importance so they simply put me aside.
They even forget to love those who are nearest to them.
And waiting no longer Love’s flame went out.
Suddenly … a child entered the room and saw the three unlit candles.
‘Why aren’t you burning? You’re supposed to stay lit till the end.’
Saying this, the child began to cry.
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Then the fourth candle answered: ‘Don’t
be afraid, I am Hope!
While I am still burning, we can relight
the other candles.
With shining eyes, the child took the
candle of Hope and lit the other candles.
The greatest of these is Love
… but the flame of Hope should never
go out of your life!
With Hope each of us can live with Peace, Faith and Love.

PRAYER:
Dear God, You are my light and salvation. You are my
hope. Please come into my heart, forgive all my wrongs
and give me your wonderful gift of eternal life. Help
me be an instrument of Your love and cause Your light
to shine on others through me. Amen

This was widely circulated as a powerpoint presentation during recent
weeks – June Pritchard-Griffiths suggested we share it here. It is
particularly meaningful in the present extraordinary circumstances.
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Psalm 91 – A Personal Reflection
John Lejman
The text from Psalm 91 has very special meaning for me. It has always
been my favourite and most meaningful Psalm. I worked in unsavoury
places. (I never considered them dangerous though my family were
always concerned for me.) So Psalm 91 was my surety to safety.
Then in 1984 I was privileged to
meet (albeit briefly) the great Terry
Waite, special envoy to the
Archbishop of Canterbury, who had
come to Libya to negotiate
(successfully) the release of 4
British men being held hostage
(thus my family's concerns although
I never felt in danger ... I was not
one of the 4, I hasten to add.)
Terry Waite who stood 6'7in.tall
impressed me GREATLY ... why is
a long story.
In January 1987, Waite was himself kidnapped in Beirut, Lebanon,
while attempting to negotiate the release of other hostages. He was held
for 4 long years, much of it in solitary confinement before his release in
November 1990.
In those 4 years I read Psalm 91 almost every night (I would like to say
every night but I know that is impossible because of my work and so
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on). I read it almost every night for
Terry Waite, knowing that he could
hear my voice and trusting that he
would gain strength from the words.
So you see ... Psalm 91 has been in
my own heart for almost half a
century.

As a PS ... The Bible I read
from was a Gideons Bible I
found in a camp in Libya and
my own. When I left Libya in 1999 I took
me. Perhaps I should have left it for others but I
not part with it.

made
it with
could

When my friend, a young man named Chadi Asli, graduated from
university with an MA in Conflict Management I was invited to his
graduation ceremony. Chadi is Palestinian with an Israeli passport and
his new job was to get the conflicting sides to the table. That achieved,
others were trained to keep them at the table. There are many branches
of conflict management. I couldn't think of a suitable gift for my friend
but in the end I gave this Muslim man my Gideon Bible so precious to
me, one I had carried on all my travels.
I told him I was not trying to convert him but that he should read JUST
ONE verse and keep that verse with him through all his difficult
negotiations ... Matthew Chapter 5 verse 9 ... ‘Blessed are the
Peacemakers for they shall be called the children of God.’
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Psalm 91
Assurance of God’s Protection

You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust.’
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence;
he will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
You will not fear the terror of the night,
or the arrow that flies by day,
or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
or the destruction that wastes at noonday.

A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.
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Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
the Most High your dwelling-place,
no evil shall befall you,
no scourge come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder,
the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver;
I will protect those who know my name.
When they call to me, I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble,
I will rescue them and honour them.
With long life I will satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.
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“If they don’t die of the virus they will die of hunger”
(“Jekk ma jmutux bil-virus se jmutu bil-ġuħ!” Il-Leħen
(The Voice), 24th May, 2020)
“If they don’t die of the virus they will die of Hunger” (“Jekk ma
jmutux bil-virus se jmutu bil-ġuħ!” Il-Leħen (The Voice) was the
headline of the Maltese Catholic paper on May 24th 2020 – the words of
an Augustinian nun working with children in the Philippines. This was
one of many Maltese missionaries whose difficulties were highlighted in
the paper. The problems of the poor communities they serve have been
magnified by the coronavirus situation. The same can be said of many
other individuals and communities. Local and overseas.
Church buildings have closed.
Nevertheless, in various countries
worldwide and locally many
congregations with their ministers
(the real churches) have rallied
together to feed many who struggle to
make ends meet on a regular basis but
whose incomes dissolved in the
pandemic. They have done this in different ways. This generosity has
extended beyond regular church goers. We have seen members of
various communities supporting each other. The media has focused on a
few. One English family started a small open stall with fresh food to
support elderly neighbours. This provided an opportunity for small
businesses to contribute fresh goods to keep it going.
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It is not just the have-all helping the more vulnerable. Many of those
who were out of work because of restrictions on restaurants and other
facilities could have moaned and groaned week after week. Instead,
many offered their skills and teamed up to cook and deliver food to
frontliners and those in the community who needed help. Individuals
whose lives have had to
change to safeguard
public health looked out
for their vulnerable
relatives, friends and
neighbours who were
advised to stay indoors.
They are ensuring that
they can have the groceries and medicines they need on a regular basis
by taking lists and doing their shopping. The negative changes the
pandemic enforced on our lifestyles often turned into a positive,
bringing out the best in individuals and communities.
People who struggle in ordinary times were rendered poorer and unable
to cope until various entities stepped in. They facilitated access to food
by enabling more sharing. Something that Christians have been asked to
do on a daily basis. It has become a time for seeing Christ in so many
more than usual. In tiny Malta itself too, many were pushed to neediness
by a threatening virus that has done so much harm beyond the medical
aspect. Nevertheless, many have not allowed it to win. This action needs
to continue to ensure that no one needs to go hungry or wanting in other
ways.
The Food Bank, helped by individual volunteers, have helped a much
greater number of families and individuals too. This is particularly
relevant to St Andrew’s since we were unable to collect provisions for
our local mission since the church could not be opened and since many
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of us are in the vulnerable
group and could not help.
Table games were donated
to help the residents of Dar
Teresa at this difficult time
and facilitate their
remaining safe indoors.
Providence is always round the corner for those who search.
Many of us have complained about little things we miss or even of
important things we had to do without. However, all of us will probably
have had enough to eat. Maybe even too much, baking more goodies
than ever before and blaming it on the pandemic. I know I have. It is
true that many of us have done our best to support others. For a start,
our minister has been extremely supportive by sending daily words of
encouragement and transferring the Sunday service online. Some of us
have actually followed more than one Sunday service and listened to
many hymns online. We thank God for modern technology. If this had
happened 30 years ago, we would have been totally isolated.
Technology has also enabled us to receive requests for support through
our membership of some community or another. I never thought I would
be using WhatsApp so much.
Think of large numbers of migrants fleeing horrific situations in Syria,
the Congo and so many other places. The pandemic has killed many
unnecessarily. In waters close to Malta too. Civil society objected but
politicians got their way. At this point we can see that happening again
as, against medical advice it appears, the country rushes to open various
outlets and facilities, including its airport and also remove quarantine
requirements. Yet we know the pandemic is not over. Far from it. In
fact, University halls are still set up to accommodate patients when the
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hospitals cannot accommodate numbers should they go beyond the
regular average.
First 2 cases of COVID-19 imported

In Zambia, Sister Catherine reports that
the Tugwashanye community is fine,
having managed to escape contagion.
However, numbers in Zambia are
growing so they are not yet past the
worse. Those who contract the virus
often die and there is not much
monitoring or counting. Nevertheless, it seems that many payment
exemptions were made during this difficult time which helped the
community immensely. State primary schoolchildren have been
exempted from fees and hopefully some money will be found to cover
the fees of the rest of the students. They were also temporarily exempt
from paying the rental of the house. Providence. It may be a long while
before we know how the pandemic has spread in Africa. It is nerve
wracking to think of how some communities may have been devastated
once it started to spread. Sister Catherine was very worried that whole
communities could disappear.
We need to join in prayer that scientists will be able to produce vaccines
and that pharmaceutical companies produce them such that they are
accessible for all, including poorer nations. Let us pray that this can
happen. Let us pray that we do not forget about those who need a larger
portion than was being granted them in the past, be it food or medicine
or any other necessity. We all cheered at prospects of a new normal that
cared for the world, humans and the environment. Let us pray we do not
embrace the old normality because it was not about global sharing.
from France in April

Marie Alexander
(obo The Mission Team)
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Charity and COVID-19
Christina Lejman

Working, as I do, in the charity sector has been interesting and
challenging during this time of global crisis. It is a unique environment
that brings together a very specific community of workers, donors and
beneficiaries that has interacted with the coronavirus pandemic in many
unexpected ways.
The effect on our beneficiaries has been significant. Vulnerable
communities, both local and international, are often those already
forgotten by national and international frameworks. The impact of the
virus on them, both economically and physically, has been
disproportionate to that of the average family. To make this still more
devastating, the resources and services available to them have only
shrunk. Take for example the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, with

Rohingya refugees gather at a market as first cases of COVID-19 coronavirus
have emerged in the area, in Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhia on May 15,
2020. (Suzauddin Rubel/AFP/Getty Images)
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almost 500,000 people living in one camp with no access to running
water in their homes, very cramped living conditions, relying on
queuing at distribution sites for food and supplies, only having access to
communal sanitation facilities. Environments like this allow the virus to
run riot - and they must deal with this with access to only the health
centres provided by humanitarian agencies, many without electricity or
the capacity for in-patient care. The home I run with my mum in
Madagascar, for example, will also be vulnerable, as many of our
children are malnourished, immune suppressed and chronically ill and
the few local hospitals available will be overrun if the pandemic spreads
widely in our area.
At a local level too, those vulnerable groups such as migrants living in
the centres or poor Maltese relying on part-time work or on informal
contracts, those living with mental health issues or domestic violence
will be the worst hit, and the least cared for in this crisis. This puts extra
pressure on the organizations caring for them at a time when they
themselves are losing funds and are having to invest in new ways to
provide their services in front line activities safely. The crisis will not
only exacerbate the issues of current service users for charities like this,
but also create many new beneficiaries. It is reasonable to expect a rise
in demand for NGO services in the mid-long term as the psychological,
social and economic repercussions of the pandemic continue to develop.
This will mean NGOs will have to expand, adapt or buckle under the
pressure.
In relation to the practical functioning of charities at this time, as with
all businesses or organizations, the issues are mainly twofold. One is a
restriction in access to our beneficiary community- with much charity
work happening face to face (such as counselling, resource distribution,
health, education, infrastructure etc) there is an issue meeting or
engaging with clients. Although investments can be made to support
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remote-access where possible, this can’t always be done, and some
clients will suffer because of it. The other issue relates to fundingalthough not a for-profit industry we are also affected by economic
decline as donors are less able to give, institutions suspend grant
mechanisms, and funding awarded for projects which can no longer take
place is suspended. As a fundraiser myself I already see the devastating
effects of this in our projects, and on our staff.
Finally, I believe that the psychology of living in the pandemic has
made consideration of others particularly hard. We are all concerned for
our own loved ones, our community, our livelihoods, and we are
uncertain how this will affect us long term. The constant barrage of
COVID-19 news distracts us from the ongoing and underlying issues
around us and conversation is dominated by it in our homes. It is
absolutely understandable that we are overwhelmed by anxiety around
this issue, which makes absorption of the needs of others or
consideration of unrelated, but equally devastating, crises globally, too
much for people to take on at this time. However, we must remember
that we must protect the global community from pre-existing hardships
too if we want to emerge from this with our humanity intact.
However, it’s not all bad news for us in this sector. One of the most
significant differences I noticed was the way in which we interact with
crisis in general. Staff working for charities, especially in the
humanitarian field, as well as members of vulnerable communities that
interact with these organizations, are constantly functioning in a state of
emergency. Working in socially, medically or politically unstable areas,
with a reliance on donations, means we are used to working under
pressure, with few or unstable resources, having to be adaptable and
resilient in the face of adversity and change. Although the challenges
have increased and intensified in recent weeks, I often feel as though my
colleagues and our beneficiaries were, in some ways, better equipped to
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deal with the mental strains of the crisis than some of my friends who
work in the private sector.
All I can say is that, at all times, it is our communal responsibility to
care for the vulnerable in society and this is not a time to take this
lightly. If you are able to support your own community charities, or
international response, please do so. If your financial situation has made
this impossible, please offer time or skills instead. Any relief you can
provide will make us all more resilient to the devastating effects of the
crisis. However, above all else, we must do our part to protect ourselves
and those around us by following advice, staying safe and being kind, so
that hopefully, one day, we can all begin to rebuild together.

Times of Malta: Migrants at sea
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Where were you? What did you do?
A collage of thoughts during lockdown
Marie Alexander
Several people have been in touch with me over the past few months. I
hadn’t heard from some for a very long time. They are people I get on
with but only go out of my way to get in touch with them at particular
times in the year, and maybe not every year. Yet, when we meet, it
always seems like the interval dissolves immediately. I found myself
getting in touch with others whose contact details have been unused for
many years. All because of the deadly coronavirus pandemic. So I
decided to write about what different
people have said to me about how they
have been coping as well as what I
found out from the media.
Many people I know have nurtured a
love of mobile phones as a result of
the pandemic. They had never heard of
WhatsApp, Skype, Zoom and so many
other means of communication. They
know that a tablet is smaller than a laptop which stores away unlike a
desktop which they often consider the hideous object in various offices.
I found myself a member of various WhatsApp groups than I ever
imagined possible once my children said it was a must. One group
includes all the close family. Another group includes my four sisters.
Another, a group of friends who only get together at Christmas time and
one other time in the year.
The Spanish flu pandemic had killed many in Malta and Gozo. It was
the deadly HIN1 virus that affected between 500 million and a billion
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people and killed between 20 and 100 million people during the period
1918 and summer 1919 - around a third of the world’s population at the
time. However, there are no living members of our congregation who
would remember the Spanish Flu but some will have heard about it as I
did. The world was very different then. News did not travel as much or
as quickly. Nevertheless, neighbours helped one another in similar ways
as they are currently
doing.
When we heard of
coronavirus
spreading overseas it
was a total surprise
to everyone. First
some, like me, thought it was just a different kind of flu and that people
were overreacting. Even when deaths occurred at first, many just
thought that the flu would have had the same effect since those affected
first were the very elderly who had serious chronic illnesses. Then
younger folk
including health
workers died.
Children were
victims too.
Suddenly many
realised that this was
no ordinary flu.
When the health authorities started to address the various nations, the
word ‘pandemic’ became a concept with concrete implications touching
all of our lives not just locally but globally. A couple who attended St
Andrew’s regularly when they lived in Malta were caught up in the
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isolation of hospital patients from visitors. We recognised the hardship
of the separation on both husband and wife and we prayed, and indeed
still pray for them to be reunited. Some of us have friends whose
parents died alone in hospital and were devastated to be unable to do
anything for them.
I assume that we all felt some need to share how we felt and to make
sure acquaintances were fine. We started to enquire if anyone we knew
needed any help which we offered each other. We appreciated calls or
messages however unexpected.
What help could one
need during a
pandemic apart
from someone to do
the shopping if you
happen to be
declared vulnerable?
Soon after partial
lockdown, with
various people ending up out of work, stories filtered through that some
people were going hungry. This was balanced with stories of generosity
and caring by unknown individuals. Appeals were made by individuals
and by whole communities not just out there in the wide world but
round the corner from us. That could be us, we all thought. Many found
opportunities to help out one way or another to meet the needs of so
many who were tipped off the edge. Already close to poverty in good
times, lack of income drained any reserves and the need for basic food
was felt by many more people than I had ever imagined.
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I know that many people affiliated with St Andrew’s, whether regular
church goers or not – felt even closer fellowship precisely because they
shared the same extraordinary circumstances, a virus that went global in
an island state dependent on tourism as its predominant industry. We
have all been encouraged by Rev Betsi’s encouraging words every
morning giving us plenty room for thought and causing us to stop to
pray and to listen more attentively than ever before to what the good
Lord is asking us to do.
During this pandemic
people have rallied
round, sharing their
stories via mobile
phone and other
technology. Our way of
life was transformed.
Some of our regular
activities were no
longer viable. We
stopped taking things
for granted. We started looking out for one another as never before.
Many of us focused on a few individuals or groups, others managed to
go well beyond that.
Self-isolated at home, many
accepted the new lifestyle. Many
became troubled and mental
health issues had to be dealt with
virtually with professionals.
Others became more relaxed.
Many needed a break and the
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pandemic forced them into taking one. Those who were completely out
of the world of technology became very isolated. That was a poverty
that was addressed in some homes for elderly residents as directors of
homes would provide the technology to ensure contact with close
family. Others who were already seeped in technology were asked to
work from home wherever possible. Flights were stopped so
international meetings had to move to the virtual via Skype or Zoom or
some other software. Of course, this was a much more tiring way of
working but it had some advantages since meetings were usually
reduced in time.
People missed different things, some more important than others. Visits
to the hairdresser were impossible until
recently so Skype or Zoom were often
introduced by referring to participants’
new hairstyles. Many of us started to
receive caricatures of people in the
public eye focusing on hairstyles. Then
as people realised they had relaxed their
eating habits, caricatures of the “before
and after Covid” used to appear. Some
of these were very funny because it was
clear the photos had been touched up creatively and could not be taken
seriously. A few were not kind, some even cruel, though they were
meant to make one laugh.
As various countries opened up, it was possible to have restricted face to
face contact though no real contact was involved because plastic screens
were placed for protection and people had to wear masks or visors.
Some of us are waiting for vaccines so that we can greet each other in
the old way. We now talk of the “new normal”. Many concepts
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developed in relation to the health authorities’ broadcasts. The Maltese
Deaf community quickly developed over 120 new signs related to
coronavirus. Many of you may have watched the interpreters on TV.
After a while, not having opportunity to easily meet any people or to go
anywhere, you start appreciating what you had and not take everything
for granted (e.g. restaurant visit).
One person reported that to her “it is a feeling of getting back to the
roots and try to be content with what you have”.
Young people suffered most since they
were unable to meet friends. Many
youngsters met against everyone’s
advice but most were prevented from
developing their relationships face-toface. Couples who were to get married
were dismayed at what had happened.
Most had to cancel their celebrations
and get married while being livestreamed or simply in a way that forbade family to participate in the
ceremony. Others simply used the registry office. Sad indeed! Many
parents of young children had to home-school, a new experience. Many
did not cope. So there will be many challenges to enable educators to
help those who had little or no help at home to catch up with the rest.
The effects of the last three months will be felt for a long time to come.
I am confident that people will rally round those who were
disadvantaged. We need to keep our eyes open to extend the help so far
to the new normal too.
Marie Alexander
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Easy One Bowl Fudgy Cocoa Brownies
Ingredients
• 1/2 cup melted butter or 1 stick
• 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa
• 1 cup sugar see note
• 2 large eggs
• 1 teaspoon vanilla
•

1/2 cup flour
• 1/4 tsp salt leave out if using salted butter
Method
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease an 8x8 square pan or line with
foil and set aside.
2. In a medium bowl combine melted butter and cocoa and sugar
stir until fully dissolved.
3. Add eggs one at a time then vanilla and stir until well combined.
4. Stir in flour and salt until the flour is fully combine. Be careful
not to overmix mix.
5. (optional) fold in 1 cup of nuts, raisins, chocolate chips or
anything you desire.
6. Spread in pan and bake for approximately 20-22 minutes or until
the center is slightly set. Be careful not to over-bake!
7. Cool completely then cut into 9 large squares or 16 small
squares
TIPS: Don’t overmix. Don’t overbake. Cool before cutting. Enjoy!
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Note to Contributors
I would like to extend an invitation to intending contributors to email me
on mariealexander.mt@gmail.com to facilitate your contributions to the
next issue of Crossroads. The wish has been expressed that there should be
more reflections from members of the congregation and from visitors to St
Andrew’s in the newsletter.
Sometimes, individuals do not realise that they can team up with one or
more others to write something of interest. Some
overseas readers may never actually attend a
Church function. However, they like to know
what’s going on by reading the newsletter online.
These others could, if they wish, also contribute to
the newsletter. We would like Crossroads to reflect
the community associated with St. Andrew’s.
If you would like to share ideas about what you
would like to see in Crossroads please email me or phone me on my
landline (21382506) or mobile (79947887). Should the church be able to
open its doors for the Sunday service you can talk to me before the service.
Crossroads is a matter of teamwork. It depends on contributors.
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Get up-dates
Read interesting and funny stuff
Join in and hear from people and congregations
from all over the world
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on
www.standrewsmalta.com
there is also a link to our Foodbank
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/

Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is:
www.maltamicrofinance.org
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT
Our account is St Andrew's Scots Church, St Andrew's House,
210 Old Bakery Street, Valletta, Malta
Account number 0144010357901
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901
Please include your name as reference
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ST ANDREW'S SCOTS CHURCH
Church of Scotland / Methodist
St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the
Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church
has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first nonRoman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since
1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian
minister, Dr George Wisely.
We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church
backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also
contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours
through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the
Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German
language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month.
If you would like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs
Hazel Dunlavy or find bank details at the end of the booklet.
We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any
comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for
inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Marie Alexander.

HOW TO FIND US
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