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Minister's Letter 

Rev. Betsi Thane 

September 2020                                   

There have been six months of my ministry in Malta and we still struggle 

with the same problem – Covid 19 - seemingly a “never ending story”. 

But I choose not to 

focus on the 

“mountain”, which is 

an illustration of all 

sorts of trouble and 

problems, I choose to 

focus on Jesus and on 

His plan for my life 

and the one of St 

Andrew’s church.  

  St. Andrew’s Scots Church reopened on July 5th with  
mitigating conditions following health authorities’ guidelines 
 

 As you know, for the last several Sundays we studied the book of 

James.  

James wrote a letter to his brothers and sisters in Christ who struggled. 

Those Christians he addressed were scattered among nations (1:1) 

because they were persecuted.  Today, here in Malta, as Christians we 

are not persecuted in the same sense as the first Christians then, but we 

also face all sorts of trials and difficulties. And in such a time James 



4 
 

encourages us to be joyful. Not because we experience hardship but 

because those difficulties will bring us closer to the Lord.  

Therefore, I also hope that the time of Covid 19, social distancing, self-

isolation and all the ongoing restrictions have helped you to hold closer 

to Jesus, to refresh and renew your relationship with the ONE who loves 

you unconditionally. Holding to Jesus will give you a new strength, will 

enable you to reach out to 

those around you who 

struggle. People around 

you live in fear, often 

without any hope, without 

a vision for the future. 

Jesus can change that - they just need to hear it!  

If you gave your life to Jesus you know that HE is the light that shines 

in darkness. You know that there is a form of joy that persists through 

Covid 19, through all pain and suffering. And if you let the light of 

Jesus shine through your life, you can make a difference in this world.  

The joy of Jesus is giving to those who live in Him.  Jesus Himself 

endured the cross because He knew the joy that was to come – His glory 

in heaven. 

Throughout the whole letter, James wants his brothers and sisters to 

focus on the eternal things. He wants us to focus on Jesus and the 

wisdom that comes from above. Our life of this earth is short, like 
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“vapour”, like a wild flower that blooms and dies. James encourages us 

to submit to God in all we do, in all we are.   

Followers and 

disciples of the Lord 

Jesus have always 

been lights shining in 

the darkness; this 

continues to be our 

role in the world 

today. But for this to 

happen there must be 

peace among ourselves. Of all the various matters and concerns that 

Paul addressed in his large collection of letters to the early churches, the 

one issue he raised again and again was for peace and harmony to be 

found among the Christians. And in his letter to the Christian 

community at Philippi he gave them the following advice: 

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your 

gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
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Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable— if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 

such things. Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 

me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will 

be with you. 

(Philippians 4: 4-9) 

So, for us all in St Andrew’s - be not afraid! Do not worry! Call upon 

the name of the Lord morning, noon and night and care for one another 

with listening hearts! The Lord will bless us as he promised. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Betsi 
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Christianity in Outer Space 

Paul Slater 

Allow me to start with a couple of questions.  Firstly, who was Neil 

Armstrong?  I’m sure that most of you got that right - he was the first 

human being to walk on the moon.  Some of you may even have 

remembered the date – 21st July, 1969.  Second question, who was Buzz 

Aldrin?  Probably, most of you, like me, would now be struggling.  He 

was the second person to set foot on the moon – 19 minutes after Neil 

Armstrong. 

 Buzz was an Elder in his Presbyterian Church in Texas during this 

period of his life, and knowing that he would soon be doing something 

unprecedented in human history he felt 

that he should try to do something that 

would really mark the occasion.  He 

asked his Church Pastor for help and 

he consecrated a communion wafer 

and a small vial of communion wine.  

Buzz took these with him out of the     

First Men on the Moon         earth’s orbit and on to the surface of 

the moon. 

After the two astronauts had been on the moon for just a few minutes 

Buzz made the following public announcement, which effectively 
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means that it was heard all over the world!!  “This is the LM pilot.  I’d 

like to take this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever 

and wherever they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate the 

events of the past few hours and to give thanks in his or her own way.” 

 

Neil Armstrong   Buzz Aldrin 

He then ended radio communication.  What follows is his own personal 

account. “In the radio blackout, I opened the little plastic packages 

which contained the bread and the wine.  I poured the wine into the 

chalice our church had given me.  In the one-sixth gravity of the moon, 

the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up the side of the cup.  I 

then read the Scripture – I am the vine, you are the branches.  

Whosoever abides in me will bring forth much fruit.  Apart from me 

you can do nothing (John 15.5).  I ate the tiny Host and swallowed the 

wine, and gave thanks for the intelligence and spirit that had brought 

two young pilots to the Sea of Tranquility.  It was interesting for me to 

think: the very first liquid ever poured on the moon and the very first 
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food eaten there were the communion elements.   Perhaps we should 

remember this when we next share in Holy Communion. 

 

On their return journey to earth, 

Buzz’s Christian faith played a 

further part when he made this 

statement over the radio so that 

the whole world would hear him – 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of 

your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have 

established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

mortals that you care for them?  Psalm 8. 3 & 4.” We may never see the 

wonderful sights that Buzz Aldrin witnessed but do we remember this 

Psalm when we look at the trees and flowers that surround us? 

May God’s blessings be on all of us, 

Paul Slater. 
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June Pritchard-Griffiths* 

 

At the grocery store this morning I heard a loud crash and something 

shattering. Being nosy, I walked towards the sound and saw some 

people whispering and looking back to the end of the next aisle. When I 

walked down that aisle, I saw an older lady who had hit a shelf and 

many things had fallen to the ground and broke. She was kneeling on 

the floor embarrassed, frantically trying to clean up. 

 

I felt so bad for her, and everyone was 

just standing there staring at her. So I 

went and knelt beside her and told her 

not to worry and started helping her 

pick up the broken pieces. After about a minute, the store manager came 

and knelt beside us and said, “Leave it, we will clean this up.” The lady, 

totally embarrassed said, “I need to pay for all this first.”  
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The manager smiled, helped her to her feet and 

said, “No ma’am, we have insurance for this, you 

do not have to pay anything!”  

 

 

If you have read this far, I would like for you to give me a minute. 

Wherever you are, close your eyes, and imagine God doing the same for 

you! 

 

Collecting the pieces of your broken heart from all the blows life has 

thrown at you. The bill for your faults, sin and folly has already been 

paid through the precious blood of Christ. God will heal all your 

wounds. He wants to gently lift you to your feet again, clean up your 

mess, and pick up all the broken pieces. He wants to heal you! He wants 

to take care of your soul! 

We can have that same insurance and it’s called GRACE!  

 

* June found this on Facebook – well worth sharing with you all. 

If anyone knows the author, please let the editor know. 
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The Lamp 

                                                                                    John Lejman 

This is the second of the stories of Ibn bin Ibn and tells us of a journey 

and of a warning.  

And Ibn bin Ibn set off on a journey of two days from his home in order 

to pay his taxes at the regional capital, as was the custom set out by the 

law. 

 As he walked along the dusty 

road, he was met by a fellow 

traveller who, it was agreed, would 

join him on his journey, it being 

safer to travel in pairs, the road 

being a long one and fraught with danger. 

As evening fell, the two came to the house of a poor but honest man 

who had long been an acquaintance of Ibn bin Ibn and where Ibn had 

planned to seek shelter for the night and on being welcomed into the 

house the poor but honest man extended the welcome also to the fellow 

traveller. 

The poor man, not expecting guests, had 

little food to offer but once again, as is the 

custom of the land and in accordance with 

all that is demanded of you in the eyes of the 
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Lord, what little he had was divided and the three sat down to share in 

the evening meal.  

The day having been long and tiring and, the prospect of a second day’s 

journey ahead, the travellers laid their blankets on the floor and sleep 

came easily. 

Now although the honest man was but a poor farmer, he had in his 

possession one thing of great value and of great beauty which had been 

in his family from before the days of the Lord were counted.  

The thing was a lamp, and it burned both day and night as a living 

sacrifice to the generations that had gone 

before and the light it gave off was the 

light of the Lord and it lit the path or 

righteousness for all who would follow it.  

And as he slept, comforted by the soft 

glow of the lamp, Ibn bin Ibn felt his 

companion still and awoke to see his 

fellow traveller standing over the lamp, 

transfixed by its beauty and by its value, 

the envy and the greed aglow in his eyes, the eyes of the one who would 

be the thief in the night.  
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And as he reached out to take the lamp, his hands on the glass, Ibn 

placed his own hands over those of the thief and held them firm to the 

glass and the glass began to burn the hands of the one who would be 

called thief.  

And as he struggled, he called out in pain as the heat seared the very 

flesh that would have carried the prize away. 

“Why do you burn me so and cause me such pain?” the thief asked Ibn 

bin Ibn and he answered… “The pain you feel from the heat of the lamp 

is worldly pain and the heat of the lamp itself is a 

worldly heat. But the heat of the fires of hell and the 

eternal pain that follows awaits all who break the 

laws of the Lord and it is a thousand thousand 

times as strong as any pain you feel here and now 

and will last for a thousand thousand times as long. 

The light of the Lord is a bright light for those who 

would follow it but, like our road tomorrow, it is easy to stray from the 

correct path and fall victim to the dangers that lie in wait.” 

“Let us sleep now, for we must rise early and be on our way.” 

 

John Lejman 
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What is Wisdom Literature and how can we learn from it? 

Diana Nye 

Wisdom Literature in the Bible is made up of the following books: Job, 

Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and The Son of Solomon. Each has its 

own truth to impart to us.  

The Book of Job is about our relationship with God. It is the story of a 

good man that bad things happen to and how his friends try to comfort 

him and then his conversation with God which leads to acceptance and 

finally all things are made right again.   

 

Psalms is the hymn book of the Jewish Bible. There are five different 

types of Psalms: Hymns – songs of praise to God, Communal Laments, 

Royal Psalms, Individual laments and Individual thanksgivings. 

 



16 
 

 

 

The prologue of Proverbs is a guide to reading all wisdom literature 

“For learning about wisdom and instruction, for understanding words of 

insight, for gaining instruction in wise dealing, righteousness, justice, 

and equity; to teach shrewdness to the simple, knowledge and prudence 

to the young – let the wise also hear and gain learning, and the 

discerning 

acquire 

skill, to 

understand 

a proverb 

and a 

figure, the 

words of the wise and their riddles.  The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

(Proverbs 1: 1-7 NRSV).   
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By contrast, the Book of Ecclesiastes looks at the meaning of life and 

concludes that seeking human 

pleasures is meaningless if we do 

not have a right relationship with 

God. The Song of Solomon or the 

Song of Songs is a love story and 

is seen by Christians as an 

allegory between God and the 

Church. 

                                                  

We can take much from 

wisdom literature to help us 

get though life’s journey 

from the trials of Job and 

how he dealt with what had 

come his way.  In the 

Psalms we can still find 

songs to sing on most 

occasions and Psalm 23 is 

still high on the list of our 

favourite all time hymns both for weddings and funerals.  Also often 

read on these occasions is the passage from Ecclesiastes “For everything 

there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  a time to be 
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born; a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 

planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down and a 

time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, 

and a time to dance; a time to throw stones, 

and a time to gather stones together; a time to 

embrace and a time to refrain from embracing; 

a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to 

keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, 

and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and 

a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a 

time for peace.” (Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8)   

Knowing when to do all these things is one of 

the struggles we have as Christians trying to 

live in the present day with all its stresses.  

Perhaps we could all gain from taking some 

time to look at the Wisdom Books in the bible 

and see what they have to say to us at this time. 

 

Diana Nye 
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Thoughts From A Foreign Land 

Christina Lejman* 

There is a particular smell in England when it rains. It is the smell of big 

clouds raining onto fresh grass, and the smell of the lakes and rivers 

merging with the waters of the sky. The smell is new and clean, and 

promises new life. Back home the rain has no grass to fall on and no 

space to fill. The parched land soaks up the meagre offerings from the 

sky and the first rains disappear beneath the soil. The smell of rain on 

my homeland is that of an ancient earth being woken by the drumming 

of droplets on a baked surface. It smells heavy and dark, like a starless 

night or a dusty day.          

 

The rains of England are bright and blue, where the water brings only 

clean landscapes. At home the rains are sometimes red with the sandy 
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offerings of African winds. These rains disappear as soon as they’ve 

come, leaving their foreign soils to remind us of distant lands.  

Sometimes the rains are deep and grey with weight from our endless 

seas. The rains that come, rolling over the waves, batter and bruise the 

small island we call home, and rip chunks from its ragged edges, 

returning our land to the deep that possesses it. 

 

The rains of England come from up high, from blank skies indifferent to 

the life below. The people of these skies look up, straining at some 

unknown horizon and sigh in the knowledge that somewhere, beyond 

the grey, the rain is slowing and their land is being returned to the light. 

In my land the rain is sent to the people, to saturate the parched land and 

awaken the sleeping rocks. The skies that bring the rains are low and 

menacing and surround the island in an ancient siege. Deep clouds of 

darkness unleash their fury on an island that has forgotten their purpose, 

reminding them that summer must end. 
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The rain in England is polite and quiet, seeping through streets and 

pattering on skylights. The voices of the people who ceaselessly predict, 

quantify or criticise the offerings of the oblivious blue, drown out the 

sounds of its arrival. But at home the rains are preceded by the 

thundering of the gods and brutal forks which divide the heavens. The 

undulating light cleaves our world in two as it heralds the unapologetic 

arrival of the rains. At home the rain thunders onto the scorched 

landscape and the houses shake beneath their flat roofs. 

 

Yet the people of the land England resent the polite waters, which grace 

their homeland, berating it and cursing it for inconveniencing their busy 

lives. But the people of my land turn their sun-sore faces to the skies 

and smile at the passion of 

their horizons. As the 

atmosphere descends on 

their fields and villages the 

locals turn their thoughts to 

the Alla who is providing 

them with this explosion of vitality, which marks the new season.  
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As a little girl I remember my mother holding her trembling child as 

rolling thunder shook my bones and explaining that it was only God  

moving the furniture to be 

ready for winter work. And as 

I trace the droplets of foreign 

English rain racing their way 

to the bottom of my window 

pane, I see my father, eyes 

bright, laughing at how the 

island houses welcomed the rain to drip and splutter through the 

limestone roofs and under the wooden doors seeking shelter within our 

honest homes. 

Christina Lejman 

 

* Published previously in:  

https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2010-12-12/local-
news/Thoughts-From-a-foreign-land-284565 
  

https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2010-12-12/local-news/Thoughts-From-a-foreign-land-284565
https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2010-12-12/local-news/Thoughts-From-a-foreign-land-284565
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Congregational Missions – Partial Update 

 

 

Many members of the congregation have asked me what is happening 

since the pandemic denied us the opportunity to meet up for our annual 

fund-raising pasta night. The pasta night was the primary source of the 

funds for our Zambian mission, particularly for the annual school and 

college fees. It provided individuals who attended as well as a few who 

could not attend with a chance to share.  

 

At the moment, we have been advised not to send any money as Sister 

Catherine says that it will not be required until schools and colleges are 

allowed to restart. No doubt, the need will be announced and we will 

respond accordingly as has always happened in the past. Sending money 

can be considered a delicate matter to ensure that it gets there safely so 

it is not possible to send it in advance. 

 

What is happening at the Tugwashanye mission, you may ask. It seems 

that Providence has led politicians to change their perspective 

temporarily at least. With the fear of history repeating itself (the Aids 

crisis not too long ago) many measures were put in place that alleviated 

the lives of the poor community. The measures are temporary so the 

school bills for the next academic year are expected to ‘arrive’ and the 

food situation still depends on timely rain. A donor rose to the occasion 

and the community did not go hungry.  It is difficult for most of us to 
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understand what ‘living from hand to mouth’ means. It is a way of life 

in Tugwashanye. 

Dar Teresa Spinelli had to adopt precautionary measures. Nevertheless, 

arrangements were made with the Food Bank to deliver food on a 

regular basis during lockdown. With the return of higher daily numbers 

of infected persons, the same strict measures are now again in place. We 

are not delivering any items at all. Should they need anything that we 

can help them with we should be able to make use of the small fund 

reserved for the purpose. Some members of the congregation make a 

contribution to this fund when they are unable to bring items to the 

Sunday service. 

 

We are but instruments in God’s hands. So we will continue to respond 

in appropriate ways to make sure that the Tugwashanye community and 

the residents at Dar Teresa know who to turn to. We must be very 

thankful that we have a means of responding to their need. As mission 

partners we must of course continue to pray for them all. 

 

Of course, the congregation’s missions goes well beyond Zambia and 

Valletta. Everyone of us is involved in daily mission. So let us keep 

praying for each other regularly. 

Marie Alexander  

(obo The Mission Team) 
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Billy Graham 

 

 

 

 

 

Someone once asked Billy Graham " If Christianity is valid, why is 

there so much evil in the world? " 

To this the famous preacher replied, “With so much soap in the world, 

why are there so many dirty people in the world? "   

 

" Christianity, like soap, must be personally applied if it to make a 

difference in our lives. “ 

     Contributed by John Lejman 
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Intercession or the little book at church entrance 

Jutta Trimmel   

As a German, the word ‘intercession’ was on one hand difficult for me 

and, on the other hand. it is more explicit in English as the word shows 

what it is about. 

 

In German the word for intercession 

sounds more like “to ask for somebody” 

– for me the focus seems to sit on 

requesting, which is truly also a valid 

form of prayer.  But in English. “inter” at 

the beginning of the word “intercession”, meaing ‘on behalf of’, focusses 

more on the meaning “to stand in for somebody”.  I feel touched by this 

since it means more than just requesting, but to have a sincere 

conversation with God about somebody else. 

 

I was always fascinated by this, living 6 years in Malta and almost every 

Sunday at church hearing about and from the little booklet kept at the 

entrance … 

A quote from Martin Luther says “Christians who pray are like pillars 

which carry the roof of the world.”   
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Our prayers to God are attempts to change things.  What a privilege we 

have as well what a responsibility.  Nothing is more important and more 

powerful than intercession.  In the Bible we read about many examples 

of intercession: when Abraham negotiated with God about the people 

living in Sodom and Gomorra (Genesis 18), when Moses pleaded to save 

the people after they made themselves a calf of gold while he was 

receiving the 10 commandments (Exodus 32), when Nehemiah planned 

to build up Jerusalem, or Esther saving her nation, and so on. 

Let us pray for our cities, for our 

working places, for political leaders.  

As well as for the oppressed, and 

amongst all that humans will discover 

the truth and find a lively relationship 

with Jesus.  Such prayers are a delight 

for God and will not remain 

unanswered (see 1. Tim. 2 verse 1-4). 

In addition, we get prompted to pray 

for our sisters and brothers in Christ (see Eph. 6 verse 18). 

It was a wonderful time in Malta for me, Harald and Felix and whenever 

I come to Malta I long to have a Sunday at church to see you. 

Jutta  
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Mission – One side or both sides of the coin? 

Marie Alexander 

Most of my contributions to Crossroads over the years have been to 

update the readers on what is happening with our local and our 

overseas mission. This has been a very slanted view of ‘mission’ 

since every Christian’s life is based on mission on a daily basis, not 

just in time of some crisis in a community. One cannot be a Christian 

without being directed by mission. ‘Mission’ originates from ‘missio’ 

meaning ‘sending abroad’ or ‘releasing’ as used in the late sixteenth 

century. 

‘Mission’ is used today by businesses and various organisations as a 

term that shows what the entity is all about. To some extent, a mission 

in business shows the 

service offered more often 

than not hides the fact that it 

is usually money oriented. A 

business fails if it doesn’t 

make more money than what 

is needed to cover costs such 

as salaries, bills that provide the services needed to run the business 

and so on. Members of the armed forces are often sent on missions, 

both in peace time and during war. Lives are often at stake. Even 

politicians often consider themselves as having a mission to 
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accomplish. Whether they consider the needs of the most vulnerable 

is another question. 

The mission directing Christians can be summarised in love of God 

and of neighbour as of oneself. Simple but involving commitment that 

may hide the monetary theme.  Fund-raising usually enables the 

support of the actual work happening by others, often others many 

kilometres away and in what one could refer to as alien cultures.  

St Andrew’s relates to its overseas mission in Zambia via Sister 

Catherine Farrugia who has shared the ins and outs of the 

Tugwashanye Home Care Centre that was started in the Aids crisis 

umpteen years ago. 

John Stott* suggests mission as a partnership of evangelism and social 

action. Jesus ministered both by teaching and healing and he sent us to 

do both of these, to bear witness to the good news and to act in response 

to the needs of others. We can exercise our mission through the work 

we do by how we do it.  

Though it is important to 

support missionaries who 

work with people overseas, 

it is also important for us to 

make sure we do not miss those around us, next door or in the next 

street or possibly within our own circle of family or friends.  ‘Need’ is 
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often something we need to sense rather than be told about. It may be 

the elderly resident in a care home with family that does not visit 

regularly. It may be the persons 

who go to the food bank. It may 

also be an undocumented 

resident who is abused by his 

employer. Or co-workers who 

are being ignored and denied companionship.   

Stott * suggests we understand mission as “everything the church is sent 

into the world to do.”  That means much more than going to teach those 

in the third world who have not heard the good news. “It speaks to you 

and me right where we are, for if service is a part of mission, then 

our vocational calling—as manifested in the different careers and jobs 

we have—is missional. It is not the only part of mission, nor is it the 

only kind of mission we are called to, but it is certainly mission.” 

Perhaps you have often wished to go to Zambia for a while to help out 

since your life is very mundane and you do not feel you are really doing 

much for God. Many Christians feel that way. Yet the Christian’s 

mission is right “here”, wherever you are, wherever you live, wherever 

you work. Often it is right within our family or our circle of friends who 

we think are like us and need nothing. 

https://tifwe.org/how-to-understand-your-vocational-calling/
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Sister Catherine asks for our prayers on a regular basis.  Maybe we pray 

that God may change things significantly and make the communities we 

pray for well off and more like ours. Maybe we think God has decided 

they should be poor and so our prayer may lead Him to change His 

mind.  However, God does not change as a result of our prayers, 

however hard we pray. We cannot influence Him. Praying helps us 

transform to be His witness in both word and deed.  Of course, there is 

prayer characterised by words, sometimes very beautiful words. Then 

there is prayer that enables us to meet God, to be aware of His presence. 

Søren Kierkegaard** who was traumatized by his father’s fearful 

fundamentalist religion eventually transcended the experience to 

discover God. He asserts: “The function of prayer is not to influence 

God,” he said, “but rather to change the nature of the one who 

prays.”  To enable us to be true to our Christian mission, then, we 

need to pray to be much more observant of others, to be truly a part of 

the community, of the congregation, of the neighbourhood, of the 

block of flats or row of houses. Smiling to others whoever they are, 

even if we dislike them, could make a difference to their day.   

*Christian Mission in the Modern World: Updated and Expanded, with added 

reflections from Christopher J.H. Wright, a friend and colleague of Stott -  
https://tifwe.org/mission-in-the-modern-world/ 

**Source: https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/28/startling-

prayer-life-soren-kierkegaard 

http://www.ivpress.com/cgi-ivpress/book.pl/code=4439
https://tifwe.org/mission-in-the-modern-world/
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/28/startling-prayer-life-soren-kierkegaard
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/02/28/startling-prayer-life-soren-kierkegaard


32 
 

 

 

3-ingredients Easy Unbaked Chocolate Cake 

Ingredients: 

 

2.5 cup oatmeal 

170 g. dark chocolate 

1.5 cup coconut milk 

 

Method 

 

1. Cut up (or roughly grate) 170 g dark choc in a bowl 

2. Heat 1.5 cup coconut milk on low heat to simmer 

3. Pour coconut milk into cut up choc and mix (or pour the 

chocolate into the milk) and remove from heat whilst mixing 

constantly till the chocolate melts 

4. Add 2.5 cup quick oats and mix in 

5. Pour into cake tin with the detachable ring shut over greased 

oven paper 

6. Cool for 15 min or more and then refrigerate till set – for at least 

3 hours, preferably more.  

7. Remove the detachable ring and slice and leave in fridge in a 

container with lid. 

Enjoy! 
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Psalm 126 

A Harvest of Joy 

A Song of Ascents. 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

   we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 

   ‘The LORD has done great things for them.’ 

The LORD has done great things for us, 

   and we rejoiced. 

 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

   like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears 

   reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, 

   bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

   carrying their sheaves. 

 

Let us pray that the world can see an end to the COVID 19 pandemic 

and that we can resume our full lives with more attention to the world 

around us which does not belong to any of us but of which we are 

custodians  



34 
 

Note to Contributors   

I would like to extend an invitation to intending contributors to email me 

on mariealexander.mt@gmail.com to facilitate your contributions to the 

next issue of Crossroads. The wish has been expressed that there should be 

more reflections from members of the congregation and from visitors to St 

Andrew’s in the newsletter.   

Sometimes, individuals do not realise that they can team up with one or 

more others to write something of interest. Some 

overseas readers may never actually attend a Church 

function. However, they like to know what’s going on by 

reading the newsletter online. These others could, if they 

wish, also contribute to the newsletter. We would like 

Crossroads to reflect the community associated with St. 

Andrew’s. 

If you would like to share ideas about what you would like to see in 

Crossroads please email me or phone me on my landline (21382506) or 

mobile (79947887).  Or you can talk to me before the Sunday 

service.Crossroads is a matter of teamwork. It depends on contributor 

s.  

mailto:mariealexander.mt@gmail.com
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Get up-dates 

Read interesting and funny stuff 
Join in and hear from people and congregations  
from all over the world 
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook 
  

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on 

 www.standrewsmalta.com 

 
there is also a link to our Foodbank 
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/ 
  
 

 
 
Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is: 
www.maltamicrofinance.org 
    
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117 
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT 
 
Our account is St Andrew's Scots Church, St Andrew's House,  
210 Old Bakery Street, Valletta, Malta 
Account number 0144010357901 
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901 
Please include your name as reference  

http://www.standrewsmalta.com/
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ST ANDREW'S SCOTS CHURCH 

Church of Scotland  / Methodist 

St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the 

Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church 

has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first non-

Roman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since 

1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian 

minister, Dr George Wisely.  

 We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church 

backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also 

contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours 

through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the 

Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German 

language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month. 

If you would like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs 

Hazel Dunlavy or find bank details at the end of the booklet.  

We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any 

comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for 

inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Marie Alexander. 

  

HOW TO FIND US 

  

 

  

 


