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Editor’s Note 

Dear Readers, 

The days have started to turn cooler. Technically this is now Autumn 

though, Summer and Winter put Autumn and Spring in the shadow in 

Malta. They last a short 

time but they give us time 

to appreciate seasonal 

change. 

I would like to thank all 

contributors to this issue 

of Crossroads and hope that there will be many more. As editor, I simply 

organise the submitted articles and format them, adding some illustrations 

whenever possible. The contents of the articles do not necessarily reflect 

my personal views. They are the views of the individuals who are happy to 

share something with the congregation and other readers associated with 

St. Andrew’s Scots Church. We all come from different backgrounds and 

traditions.  

All contributions should be sent, preferably on Word documents to me on: 

mariealexander.mt@gmail.com  or, if handwritten, they could be 

photographed and sent as an attachment on the mobile as WhatsApp 

message (to:  79947887) or let me know before the service on Sunday.  

Sharing is an important process in the building up of a community. 

Crossroads enables us to listen and contribute to the growth, respecting our 

differences and nurturing understanding. 

Marie Alexander 

mailto:mariealexander.mt@gmail.com
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The Minister's Words 

Rev. Betsi Thane 

 

“Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, 

but whoever does not believe will be 

condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

 

  On Sunday, 27th June 21 we were privileged to 

give thanks for little Robin Rae and to ask God to bless her. Some of 

you might have wondered why there was a blessing offered, not a 

baptism.  

How many times have I heard congregations saying: “They come to our 

church, let the baby be baptised and we 

never see them again.” 

Unfortunately, this is a common 

occurrence in post-Christendom 

churches. And why does it happen? 

Because baptising infants became a 

thing that one does. Those who 

have met me would know that I 

always challenge this kind of an answer “because we’ve always done it 

that way”. I want to understand the reason, the motivation that stands 

behind our actions.  
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For hundreds of years, after a baby was born, the parents who were 

members (which does not mean that they were believers!) of the local 

church, sought the baptism of their children. 

Why did they do that? Often, because their 

parents did that and the generations before 

them as well. With time, the baptisms of a 

baby became a tradition. However, some 

years ago many churches realised that the 

parents who came and asked for baptism of 

their infant never came to church since their 

own baptism, or after their wedding. Some of them were not even 

members of any congregation. The church observed an obvious shift in 

the attitude regarding attending a church service and involvement in the 

life of a church. Therefore there was need of an adjustment. A few years 

ago, the National Church announced that a child can be baptised when 

at least one of the parents (later on it was extended to at least one of the 

grandparents) is an active member of the church. Why was it important? 

Because seeking a baptism of an infant means that the parents do this on 

behalf of their child and they promise that they will bring up their child 

in faith. How can they do that when they have no or little faith and have 

no intention to join the church community? 
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That’s why it is expected that the parents (or grandparents) had 

established a regular pattern 

of worship at a local church 

and are committed to 

following Jesus Christ as 

active members of the 

congregation.  

Also, in our Presbyterian understanding, the whole congregation makes 

a commitment to the family, to support them and their child. How can 

you do that when you don’t know the family, when you have no 

relationship with them?  

At the same time, as a family in 

Christ we want to accommodate the 

needs of people around us. 

Personally, I love the new approach 

offered by the Church of Scotland. 

When an unchurched couple come 

seeking their child’s baptism, they 

are offered two alternatives and 

invited to choose which they want 

to do. There is baptism, but it involves certain commitments which are 

explained. The alternative to this is a ceremony of thanksgiving and 

infant blessing. This takes place at morning worship following the same 
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pattern as that for baptism, except the wording is different, the 

promise(s) are different, and no water is used. The attraction of this is 

that nothing is required of the parents in either commitment or belief, 

nor is the congregation asked to promise anything they could not keep. 

Nevertheless, in offering a child’s blessing we follow Jesus’ command 

to love our neighbour; we offer a welcome to our church community. 

Those parents I met (in Scotland and here) responded well to the offer 

of a thanksgiving and blessing. They felt welcomed and loved. Now we 

can pray that when the time comes they will invite Jesus Christ into 

their lives and the lives of their children. May they know His love and 

forgiveness. 

Yours in Christ 

Betsi 
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A few words from the Session Clerk, Christa D. Wiegand: 

 
Dear members and friends 
 
Finally, we are able to enjoy fellowship with 

refreshments in the hall again! Isn’t it lovely to get some 

normality back again?  

 

This was also possible through the offers of volunteers 

and I’d like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt 

THANK YOU! I hope that soon others will volunteer 

that we can continue coffee and chat.  

 

It was wonderful the Pub owner 0ffering us free coffee 

or tea after the service for such a long time. We are 

truly grateful. Many congregations did not have such 

a chance.  

 

Going back to more normality bit by bit brings the 

thoughts to our offerings and certainly to our various 

missions. We remember the pasta nights, concerts and 

other events where money was raised. It is good to 

remember the importance of offerings and missions.  
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At the end – all we have comes from our Lord. But it 

wasn’t given for our own wellbeing only. 

 

The Kirk Session and Rev. Betsi are always busy with 

matters from Saint Andrew’s, the International 

Presbytery or Synod. Never a dull moment.   

 
Please feel encouraged to look out for each other, take 

care of each other and pray for each other. 

 

And remember to feel free to contact Rev. Betsi, 

Clement, Jo, John, Colen or myself at any time.  

We are there for you.  

 

I wish you all a blessed autumn. 

 
Christa D. Wiegand 
Session Clerk & Local Preacher 
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Experiences of worshipping abroad 

Jo Austen 

When I’ve visited family in the UK or Italy, I’ve often taken the 

opportunity of attending Sunday worship in a local church, irrespective 

of its denomination. I’ve found that turning up at an unknown church 

on-spec (well, usually after a browse of their website or a look at their 

notice board) is a wonderful way of experiencing new ways of worship 

and being truly blessed by Christian fellowship. Indeed it has been one 

of the joys of my visits to experience first-hand that whatever church 

one attends, one can immediately feel in the company of fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

When in Italy, it’s hard to find a non-Catholic church but I did at least 

find an English-speaking one in my Italian-sister’s home town. I must 

admit though that all went well until we sang a hymn of prayer to the 

Virgin Mary, which for me was a step too far. As to Italian-language 

services, I can generally get the gist of the sermon, and I recall one 

particular Christmas Eve service where the priest used a truly inspired 

image to help us understand the enormity of the Creator God becoming 

one of us. 

Most memorably, I had the opportunity of attending the ordination of a 

Nigerian to the Anglican priesthood at St George’s, Venice, whose 

Chaplain was also responsible for a sister church in Padova with a  
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predominantly Nigerian congregation. 

During the service, there was such 

jubilation amongst the Nigerian ladies 

in particular, in their brilliantly 

colourful dresses and headgear, with 

enthusiastic singing, dancing and 

clapping of hands, that it put us staid 

Brits to shame. 

 
           St George’s, Venice 
   http://www.stgeorgesvenice.com/uploads/4/4/5/1/4451240/6394357.jpg 

 

Another Italian experience was at the high-Anglican church in Florence, 

where I buttonholed the Chaplain afterwards to explain to me exactly 

what was the purpose of incense – I’m not sure that I was convinced, 

but at least I then knew his reasoning. 

For some years I went to St Michael and All Angels, Twerton, in Bath, 

UK, whenever I was there visiting my mother. From the outside this 

looks to be musty old English village church ...  but when inside – 

Wow, it couldn’t have been more modern or Spirit-filled! Seating was 

‘in the round’, singing was truly worshipful, there was in-depth bible 

teaching, and during the fellowship afterwards the Vicar prayed with 
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whoever was in need of it. 

Deaf members of the 

congregation (residents 

from the nearby care 

facility) were catered for 

by having a sign-language 

interpreter throughout the 

service. 

   Worship at St Michael and All Angels, Twerton 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=stmichealstwerton&set=a.10
0195354971388 

At another UK church, I went unannounced to a mid-week bible study 

(as my visit didn’t include a Sunday) and it turned out to be mostly 

comprised of the church leadership team (!) so I was rather wary of 

offering my comments on the rather obscure bible passage, which was 

from Isaiah if I recall correctly. 

And once, when I was in dire need of quiet spiritual peace, I went to a 

Roman Catholic mass in a church in a converted tithe barn, which is 

served by Benedictine monks, in my UK-sister’s home town. 
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The simplicity of that half-hour’s 

service was exactly the 

refreshment I needed. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Church of the Holy Ghost, Midsomer Norton 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Ghost,_Midsomer_Norton 

So, I would definitely recommend stepping out into new Christian 

church experiences whenever you have the opportunity. 

Jo Austen 

 
 

 

 

 

            Ecumenism   (Wikiwandwikiwand.com) 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Holy_Ghost,_Midsomer_Norton
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Ecumenism
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Ecumenism
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All My Tears 

Julie Miller 

    When I go, don't cry for me 

    In my father's arms I'll be 

    The wounds this world left on my soul 

     Will all be healed, and I'll be whole 

     Sun and moon will be replaced with the light of Jesus' face 

    And I will not be ashamed, for my savior knows my name 

 

    It don't matter where you bury me 

    I'll be home and I'll be free 

    It don't matter where I lay 

    All my tears be washed away 

 

    Gold and silver blind the eye, temporary riches lie 

    So come and eat from Heaven's store 

    Come and drink, and thirst no more 

    So weep not for me, my friend 

    When my time below does end 

    Who will raise the dead again 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/wounds
https://www.definitions.net/definition/world
https://www.definitions.net/definition/replaced
https://www.definitions.net/definition/light
https://www.definitions.net/definition/savior
https://www.definitions.net/definition/matter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/matter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/tears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/washed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/silver
https://www.definitions.net/definition/temporary
https://www.definitions.net/definition/thirst
https://www.definitions.net/definition/below
https://www.definitions.net/definition/raise
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    It don't matter where you bury me 

    I'll be home and I'll be free 

    It don't matter where I lay 

    All my tears be washed away 

 

Retrieved from 

https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/2907091/Julie+Miller/All+My+Tears 

Contributed by John Lejman 

 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/matter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/matter
https://www.definitions.net/definition/tears
https://www.definitions.net/definition/washed
https://www.lyrics.com/lyric/2907091/Julie+Miller/All+My+Tears
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Being Local Preacher at SASC 

Christa D. Wiegand 

Becoming accredited as Local Preacher (LP) reminds me what my 

driving instructor told me when I got the driving license. “Having the 

license doesn’t mean that you know how to drive. “Becoming a driver 

means constantly learning and collecting experiences.” 

That is what it feels like being a LP.  

Every service I prepare is a journey 

for me. Have you ever experienced 

that you thought you knew where 

you were going but then you 

realize that it is even more exciting 

than you thought or that it might be 

taking an unexpected turn. 

Stimulating, with an “aha-moment”.   

I try to find different angles of a reading, how to connect it with our life 

today and where encouragement can be found.  

Another time, a recent incident might be what stands out first. How to 

address it? What can be a comforting message? Where can we find 

strength and guidance in the bible?  



17 
 

In any case, it is a voyage. It may open new insights for me and be 

surprising. 

I like to prepare services where members of the congregation can take 

part. The inspiration and enthusiasm they reflect is a lively point in my 

service.  

In searching for a mix of contemporary and more traditional hymns, the 

dedication of Eva Lisa and Veronika is a great comfort.  

Many blessings, 

Christa D. Wiegand 
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My Daily Bread 

Milan Kajtuz 

Life and work balance is now perhaps more than ever disrupted by 

recent events. Sometimes it really seems like we are slaves going to 

work and back home so we could work another day. I always ask a 

simple question - Where is God? And if I see his signs I keep following 

and all work is easily done. I made this perhaps silly list. 

Saying “Good Morning” to my girlfriend. 

Song “Don’t worry, be happy” 

by Bobby McFerrin  

Saying a prayer “Our father” 

while the above-mentioned song 

is playing. 

Reading the Bible. 

Going to Church and listening to Hymns. 

Waving “Hi” to anybody. 

Plant in my kitchen that is growing amazingly fast. 

Watching “Everybody loves Raymond”. 

Watching any comedy. 
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Budgies kissing. 

Shooting star. 

Fireworks. 

Saying “Good work”. 

Drinking morning coffee while watching the sun rise. 

Making plans and saving to achieve them. 

Running and praying at the same time. 

Cars stopping even when they don’t have to, to let You pass. 

People hugging. 

Having my imaginary conversations with God where we talk about 

everything and there are plenty of jokes. 

And there is plenty more but I don’t want to bore You. 

   Where is God for You?  
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Outreach  

John Lejman* 

Many may not know about the outreach work we do – or have done – at 

St Andrew’s. We need to keep the work and all those involved in our 

prayers. ‘All those involved’ includes us all. We may be able to be more 

involved or we may be readers of Crossroads and not physically in 

Malta, or were once, but are now away permanently. Whatever the 

circumstances, our prayers are needed. 

ZAMBIA  

The first real project for work with HIV victims in Africa was 

recommended by Hazel Anderson who was an elder in the church. 

Taken from the 2019 report to the 13th International Conference on HIV Treatment, 
Pathogenesis and Prevention Research (Ghana) 
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Some of us may have known her. If so, we may remember sitting in the 

choir. Few may know that she had first made contact with Sister 

Catherine Farrugia, a Maltese nun working in Fumbo, Zambia. Initially 

funds sent were intended to 

finance much needed medicines 

for HIV/Aids patients. 

However, nutritional problems 

needed to be faced first since no 

HIV health treatment works on 

malnourished patients. Then, 

we could focus on support for HIV treatment. Frank and Judy Wilmot, 

who retired here until they returned to Canada in July 2018, organised 

support for the sheep, goat and chicken project set up by Sr Catherine to 

make the Fumbo community self-sufficient. This was a successful 

project. Sister Catherine still monitors the Fumbo community.  

Sister Catherine moved to another HIV/AIDS troubled area – 

Tugwashanye. There we continued to help support her work. We 

continue today particularly through education at all levels. Education 

will be a means to break out of poverty as youngsters give back to the 

community. We also respond to any need Sr Catherine points out to us, 

particularly urgent needs. The Pasta nights organised by Marie and 

Norrie Alexander and Christa Wiegand are one of the main fundraisers. 

These had to stop because of the pandemic but donations are still 
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needed. Doreen Portelli still makes 

cards in support of this mission. Every 

contribution of talents and time and 

ideas can help. 

Please pray for the soul of Hazel 

Anderson. Please pray for Sister 

Catherine Farrugia and also for Frank and July Wilmot, for Norrie, 

Marie, Christa and Doreen and particularly for the Fumbo and the 

Tugwashanye communities.  We pray for God’s guidance as we find 

ways to continue our support of Tugwashanye. That would be our wish. 

OUT OF AFRICA INTO MALTA 

When the civil war broke in Libya in 2011, many ex-patriates and many 

Libyans fled the country. Our church and our members welcomed those 

who fled into their homes and ‘Out of Africa Into Malta’ was born. It 

was headed by our then minister, Doug 

McRoberts. We did all we could as a 

Christian community to give help where we 

could.  

It was a short-term problem but led to a 

greater need. Many of the Libyans and other 

Africans left with no access to funds.  Other 

help came from other churches to enable us to provide important items 
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to refugees in poor accommodation that did not cater adequately for 

their needs. 

A foodbank was started at St Andrew’s Scots Church and our then 

minister, Kim Hurst, put body and soul behind the project. Originally 

serving a mostly migrant community, it spun out of control. We 

couldn’t keep up. Today, 

Foodbank Lifeline 

Foundation is now an 

independent organisation, but 

still has its offices in the St 

Andrew’s Scots Church 

International Centre and has a distribution outlet in the church.  

Today Foodbank Foundation serves mainly Maltese people who suffer 

from excessively high rents and can find it hard to feed themselves. So, 

a secondary, and perhaps more pressing need is served. God works! 

Please pray for Doug McRoberts and for Kim Hurst and for the 

Foodbank Lifeline Foundation, for its manager, Barbara Caruana and 

for all those who support it.  

MALTA MICRO FINANCE (MMF) 

Malta Micro Finance was started by Peter Lloyd during his stay in 

Malta. It is a small loans organisation who helps locals and immigrants 

for a short term, repayable loan to get started. It is wholly owned by St 
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Andrew’s Scots Church. The terms are strict but our staff can refer those 

they cannot help to Foodbank and other possibilities of help.  

Please pray for Malta Micro Finance and for 

Peter Lloyd as well as for Christa that we may 

continue our outreach. Many of the African 

restaurants and shops around exist because of 

MMF. 

BLUE DOOR ENGLISH (BDE) 

Another spinoff of Out of Africa into Malta is Blue Door English. BDE 

offers free English classes to all and any who need them, free of charge. 

BDE is today an independent association but was started up wholly by 

St Andrew’s Scots Church during the time of Doug McRoberts and his 

wife Lesley. 

St Andrew’s Scots Church still provides free class space and office 

space to BDE and charges no utility 

costs to the project and 

wholeheartedly supports this 

initiative.  

Please pray for Blue Door English – 

for Justine Lubnow, the coordinator, and for Sharon Abbot, our liaison 

to the project. Special prayers to all the dedicated students who attend. 
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In this project, too, we cross reference any needs and refer them to 

MMF or to the Foodbank. 

DAR TERESA SPINELLI 

Dar Teresa Spinelli is a half-way house for abused or abandoned women 

and children. Our role is to support their daily needs. There are two 

baskets at the back of the church for donations. The women and children 

are both Maltese and immigrants and it is a safe house. We have 

supported them in food stuffs over the years. 

During the pandemic, Foodbank have come on 

board to support them. Toiletries are our main 

support together with some food supplies required 

from time to time as well as Christmas and 

sometimes Easter gifts for the women and children. Moreover, financial 

aid is given to cover medicines as well as other needs for the children at 

the beginning of the school year. Occasionally, funds for larger items 

such as white appliances are also donated. Basket donations are taken to 

the house after the Sunday service. If everyone in the congregation 

brought one item, there would be 40 items every Sunday. Marie keeps 

an email list to inform supporters from the congregation about particular 

requests received.  

Please pray for the women and children at Dar Teresa Spinelli, and for 

the social workers and others who contribute to their work. 
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INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH 

We continue to support the annual outreach set out by the Church of 

Scotland and the 

International Presbytery. In 

the past, we have supported 

an initiative for horse-

riding for autistic children 

in Algeria as well as many more initiatives.  

We also, through concerts and giving, 

have supported La Maison D’Arnaud 

in Madagascar. This is a home for 30 

or more disadvantaged children, 

abandoned, physically or sexually 

abused or whose parents are in prison. 

The prisoners often 

give their children up 

to La Maison for the 

duration of their 

incarceration. Here 

they can get support, 

medical help and 

education. The children are brought up in the religion of their origin and 

are free to choose their own paths.  
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Please pray for our international outreach and pray that the Pony 

projects and La Maison D’Arnaud can continue their good work. Please 

pray for everything that this church does. 

 

A think-tank by members of the congregation  

Let us also pray that we do not ignore any of our neighbours in need. 

May we always be generous and look out for those around us who may 

need our attention, or our time, or a share of all we have been given. 

 

*John Lejman’s prayer and summary of the church’s outreach for the 

last years has been adapted by the editor into an article to inform or 

remind readers of what St Andrew’s Church of Scotland has taken on 

over the years and to ask for your prayers and your participation 

whenever possible. There have been other projects before these, but 

these are the more recent ones. 
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Getting to know you! 

Dianne Smith 

1. I was baptized on Christmas 

day by Rev David Jones in the 

Methodist Church. It was a 

happy yet sad occasion as he 

had only months before he 

buried my 22-year-old uncle. 

38 years later on a very happy 

day, he baptized my daughter 

Celine. 

 

2. At the age of eight, I was 

booted out of the ballet class for 

not being graceful enough. 

 

3. My brother and I attended Sunday School regularly in order to 

give my mother a break on Sundays. I used to wear long white 

socks, white shoes and a hat with a plastic bag stuffed in the top 

because my head is so small. Until today, under no 

circumstances will I wear or own a hat. 
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4. I grew up in a farming area and my parents had an engineering 

business, so I learnt 

to weld, and the 

first vehicle I drove 

was a tractor. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. My favourite film is Out of Africa, as it reminds me of my 

childhood. My winter school 

holidays were spent harvesting our 

coffee crop together with the farm 

workers’ children. Fun filled days 

going along on the trailer, singing 

African songs and loads of mischief. 

 

6. I have green fingers and love to grow things. My mother Sarah 

used to say that I could make a garden out of nothing. (She 

herself was a terrible gardener.)  
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7. My (very Victorian) mother-in-law thought that I lacked social 

graces, so I did a flower arranging course to impress her, and 

failed. On both fronts. 

 

8. Over the course of my life, I have had the pleasure of always 

having a dog around, 11 in 

total. Our present dog, 

Bubble, was rescued from 

Wasteserve a couple of 

months ago, together with 

5 new-born puppies. We 

helped to raise them and 

decided to give her a 

‘forever’ home. 
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9. Recently, I notched up my 22nd blood donation since living in 

Malta, and would    encourage anyone 

who can, to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

10. The greatest gift I ever received is my daughter Celine. She was 

literally gifted to me 15 minutes 

after birth, by a very courageous 

young girl. We have a lot of laughs 

when people comment on how 

much she resembles me. 
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Night Waking 

Christina Lejman 

 

I feel you restless in the dark, 

I hear you whimper low. 

My swelling heart I push aside, 

I pull my breath in slow. 

 

But you have woken once again, 

you're calling through the gloom. 

I rise from bed like times before 

and move across the room. 

 

The dark is all around us still, 

but I can sense your light. 

You feel me close and reach for me 

and everything seems right. 
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I rock and sway you gently , 

in a dance that we both know. 

Your thumb already at your lips, 

your tired eyes aglow. 

 

I hold you tightly to my breast, 

I feel your breathing slow. 

Your body slackens in my arms, 

I know you'll soon let go. 

 

Your body's feeling heavy. 

And so the time has come, 

to slide you gently to your bed, 

Our modest triumph won. 

 

I wish you peaceful sleep my love, 

and yet each time you wake, 

I steal these moments for myself 

and feel my full heart ache. 

 

Tomorrow I will tell the world 

How very tired I am, 

but they won't know each time you wake, 

You make me who I am. 
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Dear Father, in the name of my Lord Jesus Christ, I ask you to stir up 

within me the fullness of Your Holy Spirit. Help me to grow in my 

relationship with the Third Person of Your Holy Trinity and to live in His 

power and use His gifts. 

Lord Jesus, You promised, “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 

you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26). Help me to 

remember that I don’t know everything, and that this is okay, because 

the Holy Spirit understands it all. Fill me with the Holy Spirit and His 

understanding of everything that is happening in my life. 

O Holy Spirit, Jesus asked the Father to give me the Spirit of Truth 

(John 14:17). Help me to recognize You in the scriptures. Open my 

mind to understand Your truths, and open my heart to accept Your 

truths in faith even before I gain right understanding.  

First three verses of a prayer retrieved from: https://gnm.org/holy-spirit/ 
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Bible Fellowship 

Our Bible Fellowship group has re-started and meets on Thursday 

mornings at 10.30 am. Meetings are held online through Zoom and, if 

possible, all are free to join. You are also free to invite friends who need 

not be church members. 

To begin with, we shall be considering the Old Testament book of the 

prophet Isaiah. This is an interesting and exciting book. It is sometimes 

referred to as the fifth Gospel. 

If you would like to join, or just give it 

a try, please let Norrie Alexander know 

and he will send you the Zoom link. 

His email address is 

norrie.alexander@gmail.com 
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The Donkey 

John Lejman 

As the sun was beginning to set, after a long and tiring day in the fields, 

Ibn bin Ibn started the long walk back to the village where he would eat 

and rest ready to begin another day as the sun rose the next morning. 

On his back he carried his mattock and his hoe and over his shoulder he 

carried his wooden plough with its metal ploughshare while behind him 

on a tether walked his old and faithful donkey.  

As he approached the village the 

children ran towards him and 

dancing round him they began to 

mock the old man.  

“Look how the old father carries 

all the tools and labours while his donkey carries nothing. It is hard to 

tell who is the donkey and who is the ass.” 

The following evening as he left his 

fields Ibn bin Ibn did not wish to feel 

the ridicule of the children again and 

so placing his tools on his back and his 

plough over his shoulder he mounted 

the old donkey and slowly made his way home to the village. 
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Once again the children circled the old man and cried out. 

“Look how the old father sits on the donkey and has all his tools on his 

back. The old beast is overladen and about to collapse. It is close to 

death. Now we see how the donkey carries the ass.”  

On the following evening Ibn bin Ibn loaded all the tools and the plough 

on the donkey and leading him by the tether approached the village 

where once again the children rallied round him saying “See now how 

the poor donkey carries all but the old father, himself carries nothing. 

Now the old father makes an ass of the old donkey.” 

After another long and hard day in the 

fields Ibn bin Ibn sat for a moment and 

thought over situation with the children. 

It was not safe to leave his tools and his 

plough in the fields. They would surely 

disappear in the night. But the children 

were right … the donkey was old and had itself worked hard all day 

long. Ibn bin Ibn was himself old and also struggled to carry the full 

load. 

“A compromise.” Thought the old man. “We must compromise.” 

So, loading the plough on the donkey and shouldering the tools on his 

own back Ibn bin Ibn and the old donkey set out for the village. 
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The children were waiting with great excitement at the chance of 

mocking the old father once again and as they surrounded the old man 

and his donkey Ibn bin Ibn called out to them before they could speak 

… “See children. Tonight, there is no ass … just two old donkeys 

sharing the work as we do each and every day.” 

There is an old saying … A problem shared is a problem halved but 

sharing is more than that.  

To share is to lift part of the burden off 

another. It lightens another’s load and 

may even remove the very straw that is 

breaking the other’s back. 

Please remember to share wherever and whenever you can. 

The old man and the old donkey lived to 

share the day’s work for many a long year 

and through their teasing, the children also 

learned their own lesson. An ass is an ass 

but there is nothing wrong with being a 

donkey some of the time.  
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Food for Thought 

Marie Alexander 

This year was planned as a go-slow year. Since my retirement from a 

long teaching career at the end of September 2020 two things arose to 

change the scenes. The pre-term birth of 

our first grandson and the comparatively 

mundane decision to downsize and move 

to an apartment have turned our lives in 

unexpected ways.  

The pre-term birth of our grandson was totally out of anyone’s control. 

Nevertheless, on rare occasions in the past when I considered the 

possibility of being a grandparent, I never thought beyond the flimsy 

ideas of strolling along the promenade pushing a pram and reading to a 

very young child. Since his arrival, 

Michael has taught us that when 

things are outside of your control, 

all you need to do is ask for support. 

The people praying for little 

Michael have shown me how great it 

is to live in community with others even if it is mainly an online 

community these days. Sharing his progress has given us daily 

opportunities to thank God for him and for all the persons who are 

thinking of us. We are never alone unless we hide away in a false cloud 
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of self-sufficiency. As we have watched our grandson ‘fill up’, start to 

focus and smile, we think of all parents who 

have to leave their baby behind and only 

return to hospital for daily visits. Leaving 

one’s child in the hands of strangers, 

however professional they may be, is 

traumatic.  

The pandemic has altered all of our lives. In fact, because it has lasted 

so long, we have already forgotten some aspects that hit us in the initial 

stages. In our case, we had been relieved to start doing our own 

shopping after full vaccination. Now, once again, we have to be 

extremely cautious to make sure we do not expose our grandson to the 

virus through our forgetting how dangerous COVID-19 really is, how it 

continues to mutate and threaten us all. The world is slowly learning 

that if we think only of ourselves and ignore the poorer communities 

around us, we are ignoring our own safety. Will the lessons learnt in the 

last two years or so stay with us, 

make us better persons? 

Hopefully, the conviction that 

every human being is connected 

to every other will drive us to be 

more inclusive in our way of life. As Pope Francis said a while ago: 

“We all live in a common home as members of a single family.” 
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Moreover, “living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is 

essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or secondary aspect of 

our Christian experience.”1  

The decision to downsize and move to an apartment was the result of a 

variety of considerations. Foremost was 

the recognition that age is a one-way path 

that cannot be reversed and that has several 

consequences, some very positive and 

others making us cautious. One tends to 

indulge more in looking around and thanking God for so much learnt, so 

much experienced. That is something necessary as we decide to leave 

things behind for others to use or recycle. However, running up the 

stairs is no longer as feasible as it was a few years ago, certainly in my 

case. Working on one’s 

knees or in awkward 

positions as necessitated by 

various household jobs have 

repercussions that are 

overcome only just in time to 

start over again with the same undesirable results a few days later. So, 

 
1 Pope Francis (2015) Laudato Sì  (217) 
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throughout recent months, I realised that so much that was once 

necessary and useful is no longer an asset.  

As I box things, mainly books, to 

give away, I realise that this will 

make things easier on our 

children when the time comes for 

us to go to our true home. Whilst 

I am in no hurry to go, I will take advantage of the present to get things 

more organised, more out of their way. I also wonder at how my 

husband has coped with me all these years without ever complaining. In 

contrast to me, he has very little to go through and organise. So, the 

lesson is that the less one has, the freer one is. One needs to let go, to 

ask if a particular possession is still the resource it once was. Letting go 

is a liberating experience though it is often difficult to find the right 

home for it. That is something that keeps me back.  

Modern living makes accumulation 

of the wrong things almost        

inevitable. When we came to Malta 

over 25 years ago, we avoided 

accepting fragile plastic bags from shops 

and took our own sturdier and larger ones 

for the weekly shop and refill plastic 
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containers with fragile fruit, opting for the net bags for the sturdier 

veggies. Nevertheless, I still have a huge bagful of clean plastic bags I 

keep reusing. My obsession with reusing has worked against me since 

the present culture is adapting to the need to veer away from plastic 

much too slowly.  

Where am I going with these reflections? The regret of not having been 

aware many years ago of the need to avoid using plastic and other 

materials burdens me. I know I cannot make up for so many years of use 

even if I have always been a recycler thanks to a book I got for my tenth 

Christmas, A Hundred Things 

A Girl Can Make. Well, gender 

equality did not figure in my 

life at the time since I had no 

brothers to compare with! I will 

never forget the pride of 

making a doll’s house with 

boxes of different sizes though I was past dolls by then. I am fortunate 

that my children were immersed into the reuse and recycle culture so 

they can bypass regrets. Soon, it will be time to initiate our grandson 

into that culture, playing with toys made of recycled materials. In our 

new downsized home – unfortunately, not one constructed with recycled 

materials. 
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Recipe 

                                             Easy Brownies 

 

Ingredients (for 16 servings) 

 

1. ½ cup vegetable oil 

2. 1 cup white sugar 

3. 1 teaspoon vanilla extract  

4. 2 eggs 

5. ½ cup flour 

6. 1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 

7. ¼ teaspoon baking powder 

8. ¼ teaspoon salt 

9. ½ cup chopped walnuts (optional) 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a 9x9 

inch baking pan. 

2. In a medium bowl, mix together the oil, sugar, and vanilla. Beat 

in eggs. Combine flour, cocoa, baking powder, and salt; 

gradually stir into the egg mixture until well blended. Stir in 

walnuts, if desired. Spread the batter evenly into the prepared 

pan. 

3. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes, or until the brownie begins to pull 

away from edges of pan. Let cool on a wire rack before cutting 

into squares. 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/10707/mmm-mmm-better-brownies/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/10707/mmm-mmm-better-brownies/
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Humour 

 

I just found a wallet in the street with €50 in it and I have to admit I 

was tempted to just keep it. 

Then I asked myself ... what would Jesus have done? 

So I turned it into wine. 

Contributed by John Lejman 

It was Palm Sunday but because of a sore throat, 5-year-old Johnny 

stayed home from church with a sitter. When the family returned home, 

they were carrying several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were 

for. 

      "People held them over Jesus' head as he walked by," his father told 

him. 

      "Wouldn't you know it," Johnny fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go and 

he shows up."   

 

 

From https://www.swapmeetdave.com/Humor/Religious.htm 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

https://www.swapmeetdave.com/Humor/Religious.htm
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Get up-dates 

Read interesting and funny stuff 
Join in and hear from people and congregations  
from all over the world 
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook 
  

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on 

 www.standrewsmalta.com 

 
there is also a link to our Foodbank 
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/ 
 

MALTA MICROFINANCE 
Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is: 
www.maltamicrofinance.org 
   +356 21225542   or +356 99005648 
 
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 
Republic Street, Valletta VLT 
1117 
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT 
 
Our account is St Andrew's Scots 
Church, St Andrew's House,  
210 Old Bakery Street, Valletta, 
Malta 
Account number 0144010357901 
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901 
Please include your name as reference  

http://www.standrewsmalta.com/
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ST ANDREW'S SCOTS CHURCH 

Church of Scotland / Methodist 

St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the 

Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church 

has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first non-

Roman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since 

1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian 

minister, Dr George Wisely.  

 We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church 

backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also 

contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours 

through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the 

Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German 

language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month. 

If you would like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Ms 

Jo Austen or find bank details on the previous page.  

We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any 

comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for 

inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Marie Alexander. 

  

HOW TO FIND US 

  

 

  

 


