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Editor’s Note 

Dear Readers, 

I am writing this after moving from a large terraced house to an 

apartment. We have a great seaview at one end but we have to navigate 

along rows of boxes for a couple more months yet. My perspective has 

changed dramatically since we moved. I realise what a great deal I can 

easily do without.   

I will, I hope, learn to live with the differences that impinge on some 

important matters too. I consider myself very fortunate in umpteen ways 

and keep thinking of the millions of refugees living in tents in rainfall 

and sunshine, scorching heat and freezing cold, not knowing if they will 

ever have a home with running water. What a lot we take for granted.  

Well, Crossroads is at your mercy. We now have some regular contributors 

and are looking for more to enable us all to get to know each other more, 

even if virtually. The address, as usual is: mariealexander.mt @gmail.com  

or, if handwritten, they could be photographed and sent as an attachment on 

the mobile as a WhatsApp message (to:  79947887). Alternatively, just 

hand me your handwritten contribution before the service on Sunday. 

Hopefully, we can attend church activities and shared lunches that will seal 

our being family. 

I wish you all a blessed autumn 

with time to get around in the 

cooler weather. Give yourself time 

to enjoy your neighbourhoods too. 

Editor 

 

mailto:mariealexander.mt@gmail.com
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September 2022  

Minister’s Letter 

Rev. Betsi Thane 

 

When we look around us, we often 

see chaos, brokenness, suffering and 

evil in the world. We heard the 

terrifying news about the effects of 

climate change, ongoing wars and 

conflicts and tension in many parts of the 

world. Many times, we also experience 

similar things within our own lives. We 

get so caught up worrying about what’s 

next in our lives, careers, and 

families that the burden seems 

too heavy to carry. This can 

leave us fearful and anxious 

over things we have no control 

over. However, as children of  

God we are encouraged to “cast all your anxiety on Him because He 

cares for you.” (1P5:7NIV). We were made to trust in the Lord, as 

written in Proverbs “Trust GOD from the bottom of your heart; don’t try 

to figure out everything on your own. Listen for GOD’s voice in 
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everything you do, everywhere you go; He’s the one who will keep you 

on track. Don’t assume that you know it all. Run to GOD!” (3:5-6 MSG) 

Hold on to Jesus!  

When Moses was called by God to lead Israel out of Egypt, he obeyed. 

Although the journey was not easy, Moses kept going trusting the 

promise of God that He will go “ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to 

guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 

light.” (Ex 13:21NIV) 

Our Heavenly Father calls 

us to step into unknowns 

with Him, to trust Him for 

He is faithful and keeps His promise. And we are also called to have a 

relationship with Him. However, having a relationship with Jesus 

requires openness. Therefore, let us keep our ears open to what He has 

to say, moreover, our mind open to what He asks us to do. We don’t 

know our future, but we can learn to trust and obey to take each step 

that He places before us for “we know that in all things God works for 
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the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His 

purpose.” (Rom 8:28 NIV).  

Our Loving Father sent us His only 

Son that in Him we find hope and 

through the Holy Spirit in us we 

don’t need to be anxious and 

fearful about our future. His arms 

not only surround us with His 

mercy and love but also carry the heavy burden for us, day and night, so 

let go all the things that weigh us down. “The LORD is good and His 

love endures forever; his 

faithfulness continues 

through all generations.” 

(Ps 100:5)  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Betsi  
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Events at St Andrews Church in October 2022 

Sat 1st Oct , 

7pm to 

midnight    

Church building open all evening for Notte 

Bianca.  

Sun16th Oct 
10.30am 

Service will include contributions from the 

German boys’ choir “”Unser Lieben Frauen 

Bremen” 

Wed 19 th Oct 
8pm 

Concert by the German boys’ choir “Unser Lieben 

Frauen 

Bremen” 

Sat 22nd Oct 
7.30pm 

Organ concert in aid of Tent of Nations, the 2022 

mission project for Presbytery, including a 

presentation about the project. 

 

Sun 23rd Oct 
10.30am 

Harvest Festival, including Holy Communion 

Sun 30th Oct 
After 10.30 am 
Service 

Bring and Share lunch 
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Reflections on Bible Fellowship Meetings 

Margaret Knight  

I have been asked to share in writing what 

the Thursday mornings of Bible 

Fellowship meetings have meant to me 

albeit by “Zoom”, in other words, seeing 

and sharing with each other via mobiles, 

iPads or computer. 

Well here goes. The first thing that comes 

to mind is that it’s been so good being 

among “friends” who accept you as you 

are, warts and all!! In an environment of love. A place where you can 

truly be yourself and know that you are not judged in any way. This 

created in me a deep sense of acceptance, where I was able to receive 

and give in a ‘relaxed’ way. 

Yes, I needed to receive, having recently lost my husband Keith of 57 

years of marriage and 

as a result the months 

of total acceptance by 

the group gave me a 

great measure of 

healing during my bereavement. This bible verse comes to mind: “As I 
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have loved you, love one another.” (John 13:34) I must admit here, 

though, it was by the Grace and Love of God that this was happening, 

possibly unbeknown to us. I have learnt through years of experience that 

God often uses us most and best when we are least aware of it. 

The studying of the Word of God together has been such a basic and 

essential part of my Christian life. We are asked to “Feed on Him” in 

our hearts by faith and that is 

exactly what we are doing, 

when we study the Word of 

God together. We have shared 

with one another particular 

aspects of the Word of God 

and have encouraged each 

other to believe it and put it 

into action by the help of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. In this way 

the Word of God became “LIFE” to me and that “LIFE” was Jesus 

Christ Himself.  

For example, one of us might read from the 

scriptures where Jesus says before He left 

this earth: “I am with you always.” (Matthew 

28:20) We then began to share how this truth 

became real in our daily living. I then was 

encouraged to truly believe those words which Jesus uttered and 
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practise the Presence of God in my life anywhere and everywhere was a 

‘Life Saver’! particularly during those ‘lonely’ moments. I began to put 

aside ‘feelings’ and started to trust fully what Christ has said to us and, 

bit by bit, faith became a reality and 

now I enjoy the Person of Jesus being 

with me always and what a Joy it has 

been to really know Him for knowing 

Him has helped me to love Him, 

“Though you have not seen Him, you 

love Him” (1 Peter 1:8) But this was 

only possible because He first LOVED 

little me! (“We love because He first loved us,” (John 4:19)  

Other parts of the bible were brought up and studied, i.e. “For He careth 

for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) In my early Christian life I always thought God 

was just a bystander, just observing when we suffer but now I know He 

comes alongside of us and cries with us in true compassion when we 

suffer and brings the comfort that we really need. 

Practising the Presence 

of God in my life is what 

this bible group has 

helped me discover and 

in turn sparked off a 



11 
 

desire to know our Lord more and more!  

My focus in life now is to “Love my God with all my heart, with all my 

soul, mind and strength” and to “love my neighbour as myself”. I’m far 

from being there yet… but I am on the way with His help. Amongst 

many other promises, the last and most popular verse which has helped 

our group and myself during perplexing and confusing difficulties is: 

“Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding. In 

all your ways acknowledge 

Him and He will make 

your paths straight” (Prov 

3: 5-6) 

Thank you, Bible Fellowship 

group, for all the help, support 

and hope you have given me in 

our Lord, Jesus Christ.  
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Almost finished with reading the Bible 

Milan Kajtuz  

I have been reading the bible for the last two years. Some parts I could 

not really understand; some parts were quite clear. I went through the 

Gospels and they somehow made most sense. It is clear that the 

Apostles were a revolution. 

They were a new progressive 

force but they did not always 

agree and there was a lot of 

friction on many points. Some 

of those points seem silly today but back in those days it was important 

to be circumcised, to be of Jewish origin and so on in order to be 

Christian. Of all the Apostles I really like Paul the most. I find him   

very progressive, a go getter 

who is responsible for the 

widespread of Christianity at 

the end of the day. 
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It must have been hard for the Apostles after the resurrection of Jesus. 

We can see he came and visited but he was no 

longer there like he used to be. I remember I 

had a very good boss, not just a boss, a mentor 

and life coach all together.  I am not 

comparing but what I am trying to do is to 

relate and understand. When my boss with 

whom I had very good communication went I 

felt lost. He did not go far away, he simply moved companies and I talk 

to him now and then but it was not the same. For a few months I was 

lost but then I concluded it was good 

he left me alone to fight my battles on 

my own because this is where we 

develop our muscles. I am sure the 

Apostles had many disagreements and 

some of them show to this day. At 

first, I felt angry at them when 

reading Acts. How did they allow 

such holy thing to be in dispute, how 

can they even think about circumcision as any kind of indicator of 

salvation. It is laughable, let’s be honest. I felt so angry and self-

righteous for a while about this.  I would not behave like this if I were in 

their shoes. I would not even think about……WAIT!!  
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Just the other day in the office I was in a meeting where I was petty and 

argumentative so I stood my ground. I expect to be forgiven but I do not 

want to forgive them 2000 years ago when it took months to go from 

Judea to Macedonia just to get beaten up for preaching the good news. 

 

That was HARD WORK the Apostles have done for us and they were 

not perfect but they have done an amazing 

job as there we are now billions of 

Christians and still spreading.  I feel a bit 

jealous about all the other stories that were 

never told about Jesus. Every gospel ends 

incomplete as John says, it would take all 

of the world to fill in with books describing 

what Jesus has done.  
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An Encounter with Mercy Ships 

Stephanie Jones 

As many of the congregation of St Andrew’s know, I’m away a lot but I 

always come back! A place I often visit is my new home in Tenerife, 

avoiding hot Malta summers and cool Malta winters. The church 

community I have joined 

there lacks the charm of our 

lovely church building in 

Valletta (we meet and 

worship in a room in a shopping mall in a downtown touristy area!) but 

the people are warm and friendly and – like St Andrew’s – from all over 

the world.  

Many of the congregation there are volunteers on a Mercy Ship, based 

in a nearby harbor whilst undergoing repairs and being fitted-out for a 

voyage to Dakar at the end of the year. This is Global Mercy (pictured), 
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a new purpose-built hospital ship, delivered in 2021 from a shipyard in 

China. 174m in length, Global Mercy has 12 decks, 200 beds for 

patients, six operating theatres and can accommodate a crew of 600.   

Regulars at our church community (called the South Tenerife Christian  

Fellowship) include the Captain, Chief Engineer and many technical 

experts, nurses and catering staff. They are very enthusiastic and 

committed Christians, following “the two-thousand-year-old model of  
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 Jesus, bringing hope and healing to the world’s forgotten poor” – this is 

their mission. For me, the most amazing thing was that these volunteers 

pay all their own expenses and are entirely self-funded. The younger 

ones in particular 

explained to me that their 

families and friends club 

together to save up their 

pennies to send these 

volunteers on a life-

changing act of service of 

typically ten months’ duration on board. The older and often more 
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senior and highly-qualified doctors (as well as professional seafarers) 

have typically retired from their jobs and give of their time for free.  

1 

 As many St Andrew’s regulars know, my partner and I are planning a 

big sailing trip in our 

large sea-going 

schooner (also pictured) 

– even a 

circumnavigation! We 

plan to set off in 

January 2024. And we 

were thinking to try to 

raise sponsorship funds to make a donation to Mercy Ships. How’s that 

for an idea?!  

 
1 Mercy ships are always in search of volunteers, medical professionals, maritime 
officers, teachers, administrators, IT specialists, accountants, cooks and so much 
more. 
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My Maltese Experience 

Thorben Broghammer 

Dear Crossroads Readers, 

My name is Thorben and I was doing 

an internship, mainly at the St. 

Andreasgemeinde, the German parish 

over the last year. 

 

 Soon after I arrived in Malta last 

September 2021, I was introduced to 

your church, the St. Andrews Scots Church. From the beginning, I was 

amazed at how well the two churches would work together, despite the 

differences in belief, even though they are only minor, and especially 

despite the different languages. But to be fair on this point, it was of 

course a big help that Minister Betsi Thane, as well as Christa Wiegand, 

who, besides her activities in the church, is 

working at Malta Microfinance, were 

German speaking. 

 

Still, it was impressive how well the 

churches were cooperating. And only thanks 

to this great connection, I was able to get a 

lot more insights and experiences in 
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different organizations like Malta Microfinance, the Foodbank, and 

Blue Door English.  

 

Out of all these organizations, I was the most involved in Malta 

Microfinance, where I was able to learn a lot about the whole working 

process that is behind the great intention of helping people by giving 

loans. I was also able to see and understand better the struggle that some 

people have to go through here in Malta. Furthermore, I was impressed 

by the whole concept that is aiming to help, not only by giving a short-

term but rather a long-term solution that will turn the client's life around 

for good.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On top of that, I enjoyed my free time very much and I could easily 

make new friends.  All in all, I have learned a lot of valuable aspects in 

all areas of life. 

Jacob's Sales & Repair Shop in Hamrun is an example of a success story 
with the help of MMF and hard work. 
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As for University, I have to go back to Germany in the middle of 

August and I am sure I will miss Malta very much. I can already say 

that I am very thankful I was welcomed so warmly by all of you, 

especially after the services when we came together for coffee. I am 

looking forward to seeing you all again in the future.2 

 

 

  

 
2 Thorben wrote this article for the June issue of Crossroads. Unfortunately it could 
not be printed then. We wish him a very successful academic year. 
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Paddling The Boat3 

 Janet Hulme 

(Enter Boat owner carrying the binoculars, Bible, first aid box and 

megaphone.)  

(Enter Lenny, Prudy, Ted, Pat and Evan, who walk towards the boat 

chatting and laughing. Once they reach the boat they gather around it.) 

Boat owner: Hi everyone. What a lovely day for the journey you are 

taking up the river. 

You are heading for Paradise Creek, a beautiful little spot where you 

will be able to rest.  

The current in the river is very strong, so you will need to paddle hard, 

and work as a team in order to get there, or the current will pull you 

back.  

I’ve got the boat all ready for you, so if you’d like to climb in. 

(People climb in one at a time, and the 

owner gives them their paddles and 

extras. Lenny is given a rudder.) 

Here you are Lenny. You are just the 

right person to steer the boat so you will need to sit at the back.  

(Prudy is given a paddle and a pair of 

binoculars, which she puts around her neck.) 

 
3 This was used by Christa Wiegand, acted out by members of the congregation, to 
illustrate the point she was making during her sermon. 
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Here you are Prudy. You are just the right person to use these 

binoculars. 

They will help you see the way ahead so that you won’t all go in the 

wrong direction.  

(Ted is given a paddle and a Bible).  

Here you are Ted. You are just the 

right person to use this training 

manual.  

It will help you know what to do at every stage of the journey. 

(Pat is given a paddle and a first aid box.)   

Here you are Pat. You are just the right person to 

use this first aid box, which you will need to tend 

any wounds that occur on the journey. 

(Evan is given a paddle and a megaphone.)  

Here you are Evan. You are just the right 

person to use this megaphone. You will need it to tell other boats you 

come across about Paradise Creek, and how to get there. 

Have a good journey and remember that it is very important that you all 

pull together otherwise you won’t get to Paradise Creek. Good-bye. 

(Exit Boat owner.)  

(Everyone in the boat begins to row together and in time with one 

another.) 
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Lenny: Well done everyone…..nice and steady…..1,2,3,4, 

1,2,3,4…1,2,3,4, 

(Evan puts down the paddle) 

Evan: I can’t do this anymore. It’s way too hard for me. I just can’t do 

it. Sorry folks. 

(Other three people show that they have to paddle harder. After a while 

Pat puts down the paddle.) 

Pat: I don’t like this part of the boat, I would much rather steer. 

(Pat then stands up and makes to move to the back of the boat. The 

whole boat rocks and everyone gets panicked.) 

Lenny: Sit down or the boat will sink 

(Pat sits down rather grumpily and 

carries on paddling half-heartedly.) 

Prudy: I don’t want these binoculars……they’re boring. I’d much rather 

use the megaphone. Why can’t I have the megaphone? 

Ted: Stop moaning Prudy and start using those binoculars. We need you 

to keep an eye on the way ahead so we won’t get lost. 

Prudy: But it’s not fair…..I want the megaphone and if I can’t have it 

then I am not rowing anymore. 

(Prudy puts down her paddle) 

Ted: Well that’s just great….I wonder if my training manual tells me 

what to do with selfish people. 

Evan: Come on Ted….that’s a bit unnecessary. 
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Ted: Really…and that comes from someone who isn’t even bothering to 

row anymore because he thinks it’s “too hard.” Please stop the boat. I’m 

getting off and going home. 

(Ted puts down his paddle) 

Lenny: Hey guys….calm down. We are never going to get to Paradise 

Creek if we all behave like this. Do you remember what the owner said 

to us? He said that we would all need to pull together as a team, or the 

current would pull us backwards. He gave each one of us a part to play, 

so let’s play it, OK? 

Evan: Yeah….you’re right….sorry guys for being selfish. (Evan picks 

up the paddle) 

We do want to get to Paradise Creek, don’t we? 

Pat: Yes we do. Come on everyone let’s try again and pull together, and 

use all the equipment that the owner gave us to help us get there. 

 

(Everyone picks up paddles and starts to paddle. After a short time they 

freeze as they hear a voice) 

Boat owner: Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is 

a part of it. 
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                       Around the World in 80 Books  (Part 2) 

John Lejman 

Reading is a very subjective thing. Some people like Crime novels, 

some, Love Stories, others Horror and some Science Fiction. 

The genre of reading is immense and many readers stick strictly to their 

own favourite type of story and rarely venture into another genre. 

 

Biography and autobiography were almost foreign to me before the 

lock-down and more technical books on layman's readers on physics 

and chemistry a no-go altogether. Covid changed all that for me when I 

was in search of anything to while away the hours. 

I still have my favourite genres of course but am now far more 

adventurous in my choice of reading. 

The purpose of these essays on reading as I explained in Part 1 of this 

series is to encourage readers to step out of their comfort-zone(s) and try 

and expand their choices of reading material. Not to abandon their 
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favourite genre but to find out more about what different sorts of 

literature can bring to their love of books. 

 

As I said above ... reading is a very subjective thing and as such this is 

solely MY OWN outlook on literature ... no better and certainly no more 

valid than your own ... that I am putting forward. 

In Part 1 I focused on what might be considered the Classics and chose 

three books to try and entice you into reading the sort of books that 

school probably or possibly put you off for life. 

Those three were The Woodlanders by Thomas Hardy, A Tale of Two 

Cities by Charles Dickens and Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh. 

On reflection I wish now that I had added one or two more Classics but 

did not because some of the classics I wanted to choose were not 

English and will fall into other categories in later parts of the series. 
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I also promised that Part 2 would focus on more modern English writers 

something I hummed and hawd about more 

recently. I was tempted to move onto Tomes 

having just read War and Peace and many 

readers avoid Tomes like the plague. Big 

books can intimidate simply by their volume 

and omnibus editions can be quite offputting 

in themselves.  

But more modern English writers were 

promised and so here we go. 

I simply have to start with a writer by name of Jim Crace and almost 

none of my reading friends have 

ever heard of him. I first came 

across Jim Crace when he was 

shortlisted for the Man Booker 

Prize in 2014 for his book Harvest.  

Many of Crace's books have a rather gloomy theme but please do not let 

that put you off. The theme may be gloomy but the books invariably 

offer hope and leave you thinking. 

Pick any of his books (I have read most but not YET all) and you will 

not be disappointed. Harvest left me wanting more Jim Crace and I 

searched him down in many bookshops. 
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But Harvest is not my recommendation ... my recommendation is 

Quarantine a book oddly translated into Maltese as Kwarantina by 

Charles Flores a local journalist, author and poet. So I am clearly not the 

only person in Malta who has read and enjoyed Jim Crace. Thanks  

Charles. Quarantine is a fitting recommendation for this magazine and 

its readers for while it is never revealed one of the pilgrim travellers 

alludes to ... ??? Well, you decide. 

Two thousand years ago four travellers enter the Judean desert to fast 

and pray for their lost souls. In the blistering heat and barren rocks they 

encounter the evil merchant Musa — madman, sadist, rapist, even a 

Satan — who holds them in his tyrannical power. Yet there is also 

another, a faint figure in the distance, fasting for forty days, a Galilean 

who they say has the power to work miracles... Here, trapped in the 

wilderness, their terrifying battle for survival begins ...  
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I wouldn't suggest that this is a religious book in the literal sense. It is 

more a book about good and evil and the characters are very human in 

how they present themselves in times of trouble and fear and need and 

indeed hope. It is very relatable. 

Book two. A young woman who can best be described as a bit of an 

enigma. Born Clare Damaris Bastin aka 

Beatrice Clare Dunkel and   wrote under the 

pen names as Mo Hayder and finally as Theo 

Clare. As an actress and model she went by 

the name of Candy Davis and actually won 

the 

Miss 

Nude beauty pageant in 1982 

and became a Page 3 model. 

As an actress, her first credit 

was as a stripper in an episode 

of Minder although her best 

known role was playing secretary Miss Belfridge in the BBC sitcom Are 

You Being Served? She died at the age of 59 of Motor Neuron Disease 

in 2021 leaving a rich legacy of novels under her pseudonym of Mo 

Hayder and it is for this she will be remembered. 

But it is her postumously published work I want to recommend. As 

Theo Clare she left a full manuscript published this year, 2022, as The 
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Book of Sand (not to be confused with Book of Sand by Jorge Luis 

Borges). She also left the manuscrips for further 

works from this series The Book of Clouds due for 

publication in 2023.  

The Book of Sand is an unusual book that takes the 

reader on a trip through purgatory somewhat akin 

to navigating the circles of hell in Dante’s Inferno. 

It begins with two seemingly divergent narratives, 

one involving a teenage girl who thinks there is some mystery involving 

her father and the CIA. That one takes place in D.C. in the modern era. 

The other narrative takes place in a desert environment where 

constructed “families” or tribes made up of 

diverse people are in a race with other 

families to find the Sarkpont, that is, if they 

survive the unforgiving environment and the 

Night djinni who are ready to devour 

anything. It is a strange world these people 

find themselves in, a sort of metaphysical 

gameboard where they attempt the 

impossible. Although perhaps not for 

everyone, the story is filled with fascinating characters and an oddness 

of a world that defies all rules. A very interesting read. 
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It is a genre I don't often dabble in ... a science fiction/fantasy world but 

I was very quickly hooked and as the two stories/themes come together 

which I think all readers know they must it leads to a rough and tumble 

conclusion leaving me, at least, wanting more. I will certainly be 

looking out for The Book of Clouds although this first book definitely 

stand up alone. 

Ian McEwan, despite the fine Scottish surname is an Englishman, born 

in Aldershot. His father was a 

Scottish career soldier thus 

explaining Ian's birthplace. I 

stress this fact because I am 

making a clear distinction 

between Scots and English writers and I intend to 

focus on Scottish writers in a later chapter.  

Back to Ian McEwan. A prolific writer and 

probably one well enough known to those who 

do read. His novel Atonement was made into a 

film which got quite a lot of attention on its 

release and may well have got some people to start reading his works. 

Others have stayed away mainly, I think, because of the fact that his 

books can be a little macabre and more than a little intense. 
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Amsterdam, On Chesil Beach, Atonement ... all of these novels tend to 

revolve around a single event and the subsequent fallout from that 

event.  

My recommendation is Enduring Love and 

without giving too much away it revolves 

around the fallout from very unrelated people 

who find themselves involved in a hot-air 

balloon accident though they themselves have 

nothing to do with the balloon in itself.  

The underlying theme is based on de Clérambault syndrome, commonly 

known as erotomania, it is a delusional disorder in which the patient is 

convinced that another person has fallen in love with him or her.  

It is a dark work but it will suck you in. Interestingly, this novel too was 

turned into a 

film with one of 

my favourite 

British actors ... 

Welsh actor 

actually ... Rhys 

Ifans. Also 

starring a very young Daniel Craig and made in 2004.  

OK ... one more. Graham Green (1904-1991) 
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In my opinion, Graham Greene is the finest writer never to have won 

the Nobel Prize for Literature although he was nominated twice. 

Henry Graham Greene OM CH (2 October 1904 – 3 April 1991) was an 

English writer and journalist regarded by many as one of the leading 

English novelists of the 20th century. 

Combining literary acclaim with 

widespread popularity, Greene acquired a 

reputation early in his lifetime as a major 

writer, both of serious Catholic novels, 

and of thrillers (or "entertainments" as he 

termed them). He was shortlisted, in 1966 and 1967, for the Nobel Prize 

for Literature. Through 67 

years of writing, which 

included over 25 novels, he 

explored the conflicting 

moral and political issues of 

the modern world. He was 

awarded the 1968 Shakespeare Prize and the 1981 Jerusalem Prize. He 

converted to Catholicism in 1926 after meeting his future wife, Vivien 

Dayrell-Browning. Later in life he took to calling himself a "Catholic 

agnostic". He died in 1991, at age 86, of leukaemia.   

Of all his works, many of which were hugely controversial or, at least, 

dealt with very controversial topics, I find it hard to choose but one. 
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Nevertheless it was his choice of subjects/topics that made him popular 

with the reading public but far 

from popular with the 

Establishment thus, I believe, his 

failing to be awarded the Nobel 

Prize. 

But choose one I must and in truth it wasn't so difficult albeit that I had 

to pick one from my own shortlist. 

Brighton Rock (1938) which has the most 

shocking end to any book I have ever read. 

The novel is a murder thriller set in 1930s 

Brighton. The first of Greene's works to 

explore Catholic themes and moral issues, 

its treatment of class privilege and the 

problem of evil is paradoxical and ambivalent. In Brighton in 1935, 

small-time gang leader Pinkie Brown murders a journalist and later 

desperately tries to cover his tracks but runs into trouble with the police, 

a few witnesses, and a rival gang. Pinkie's 

relationship with Rose, his love interest, is 

what brings this novel to a shattering 

conclusion.  

The Power and the Glory (1940)  
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The Third Man (1949) surely a classic in its own right. A story noir 

about black marketeering in post-war Vienna, 

though that is a poor synopsis about such a strong 

story.  

The Quiet American (1955) Narrated in the first 

person by journalist Thomas Fowler, the novel 

depicts the breakdown of French colonialism in 

Vietnam and early American 

involvement in the Vietnam War. A 

subplot concerns a love triangle 

between Fowler, an American CIA 

agent named Alden Pyle, and Phuong, 

a young Vietnamese woman.  

And since I haven't said a word about 

The Power and the Glory it just pips Brighton Rock for my Graham 

Greene choice. 

The Power and the Glory ... Set in Mexico, the main character is an 

unnamed 'whisky priest', who combines a great power for self-

destruction with pitiful cravenness, an almost painful penitence, and a 

desperate quest for dignity. By the end, though, the priest "acquires a 

real holiness." The other principal character is a police lieutenant tasked 

with hunting down this priest. This Lieutenant – also unnamed but 
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thought to be based upon Tomás Garrido Canabal is a committed 

socialist who despises the Church. 

And one more as a bonus. 

Pincher Martin by William Golding. Golding 

is best remembered for Lord of the Flies which 

sadly means that Pincher Martin is, for the most 

part, ignored.  

This novella deals with a sailors fight for 

survival on a rock in the Atlantic after his ship has been sunk during the 

war. A dark story with an ending that will set you back in your seat. As 

far as endings go, this is up there with Brighton Rock but for very 

different reasons. Highly recommended.  

 

So ... enjoy. Pick one, pick two, pick them all and good reading. 
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Pasta with prawns  

Ingredients 

• 350g linguine or other 
long pasta 

• 140g large frozen prawns 
• 100g frozen peas 
• 1 egg yolk 
• zest and juice 1 lemon 
• handful grated parmesan 
• soured cream (optional) 

Method 

• 1 

Boil the linguine for 8 mins. Three minutes before the 
time is up, tip in the prawns and peas. Reserve a cup 
of cooking water, then drain the pasta and return to 
the pan. 

• 2 

Add the egg yolk, lemon zest and juice, most of the 
Parmesan and soured cream (or Greek yogurt), if you 
like. Stir everything together, adding a little of the 
pasta cooking water to loosen the mixture. 

• 3 

Serve sprinkled with Parmesan. 
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Get up-dates 

Read interesting and funny stuff 
Join in and hear from people and congregations  
from all over the world 
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook 
  

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on 

 www.standrewsmalta.com 

 
there is also a link to our Foodbank 
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/ 
 

MALTA MICROFINANCE 
Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is: 
www.maltamicrofinance.org 
   +356 21225542   or +356 99005648 
 
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 
Republic Street, Valletta VLT 
1117 
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT 
 
Our account is St Andrew's Scots 
Church, St Andrew's House,  
210 Old Bakery Street, Valletta, 
Malta 
Account number 0144010357901 
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901 
Please include your name as reference  

http://www.standrewsmalta.com/
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ST ANDREW'S SCOTS CHURCH 

Church of Scotland / Methodist 

St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the 

Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church 

has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first non-

Roman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since 

1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian 

minister, Dr George Wisely.  

 We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church 

backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also 

contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours 

through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the 

Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German 

language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month. 

If you would like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Ms 

Jo Austen or find bank details on the previous page.  

We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any 

comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for 

inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Marie Alexander. 

  

HOW TO FIND US 

  

 

  

 


