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From the Editor
Dear Friends.
Who can add to Christmas? The
perfect motive is that God so
loved the world. The perfect gift
is that He gave His only Son. The
only requirement is to believe in
Him. The reward of faith is that
you shall have everlasting life.

I am so excited to be working on this
newsletter with everyone of you and hope
there will be many more happy readings.
St Andrews Scotts Church has always felt
like home to me and my family. When
we first arrived in Malta it took us a long
time to find a Church where we felt apart
of the Community. I can still remember
the first time we went there, moving to a
new country can sometimes feel lonely,
so far away from your loved ones. But
after the first visit we knew this was not
just a church to us but a place of safety, a
family and a home away from home. For
that we will always be grateful. As the
years passed and our family grew each
of my children has been welcomed into
the church with open arms. Baptised with
Reverend Kim and celebrated with all of
you. We thank you for this journey. I hope
that through this it can be a small way of
repaying all the kindness that everyone
there has shown to us.
May your festive season be a blessed
one and may His Presence be with you
everyday
Chandelene

From the Manse
Dear Friends
“Christmas is most
truly Christmas
when we celebrate
it by giving the light
of love to those
who need it most.”
Ruth Carter
Stapleton

No sooner were the summer holidays over than the TV
and shops started to advertise Christmas. Everything
seems to be advertised as the ideal Christmas Present.
Whether you shop on line or from the stores your
loved one will know just how much you love them
if you get them the perfect gift. Each present has a
significance of its own; your wife will know you love
her if you buy her the right perfume, jewellery or
chocolates. Your husband will love you forever if you
buy him the latest gadget. Your children all need the
latest trend of clothes or computers or mobile phones
as without them life is intolerable. The list is endless
– but what really matters at Christmas? What is the
best gift we can give to those we love? The first ever
Christmas gift wasn’t a present but The Presence.
It was The Presence of God among humans it was
Immanuel, God with us.
On the first Christmas, God gave his own son as a gift
to the world. John 3:16 that we so often think of at
Easter is very much a Christmas verse – “For God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life”
Today we are told that presents are given for a reason
– the reason behind the first Christmas gift was that
God loved us so much he gave to us his son born of
Mary at Christmas so that those who believed in him
might have the gift of eternal life.

“Christmas is not as much about opening our presents as opening our hearts.”
Janice Maeditere

God’s gift was given
for a reason - that
those who believe in
him might have eternal
life – there are many things that
I believe in about Christmas – I
believe in the Virgin Birth, in
Angels and Shepherds, in Love and
Peace but most of all I believe in
Jesus and I know that by believing
in him I gain two things: Firstly the
real Christmas Presence, God with
me and God in me and secondly
the promise of eternal life after all
that is why Jesus was born for us.
May I wish you all a Happy and
Peaceful Christmas and pray that
you may receive the best gift of
all a Real Christmas Presence as
you know the true meaning of
Christmas Immanuel, God with
us. May God be with you this
Christmas and throughout the
year to come. May 2018 will be a
year where we all know
God’s presence with us and his
blessing in our hearts and lives.

Love and Prayers …….Kim

Saturday 22nd December
7.30pm Christmas Concert
Sunday 23rd December
10.30am “Carols and Nativity”
Monday 24th December
Christmas Eve
6.00pm Christingle Service
Tuesday 25th December
Christmas Day
10.00am Christmas
All-Age Celebration
Sunday 30th December
10.30am Covenant Service

Wednesday Home Group
Here is what some members
of this group have to say
about why they come to
the group, what it means
to them, and what we do.
We meet weekly at 7pm
for about an hour or so,
and we would really love to
have more people coming anyone is welcome to come
as frequently or infrequently
as you wish - we are a very
fluid group! You can speak
to Clement or Jo or any one
of us.

“I attend the Wednesday home group and
have done for the last 5 years. I am away
during the summer and join in whenever I’m
in Malta which is a few weeks or months
during the winter.
I cannot say how much this group means to
me.
We study the bible in great depth, sharing the
leading amongst each other. It cements our
knowledge about the word and deepens our
friendship. We pray for each other, we have
meals together. Sometimes we are only three

“Being part of this group is a

people, often more.

great inspiration to me to learn

God’s presence is always with us .

more of God’s Word. Studying

I always leave with a big smile on my face and

together and sharing personal

a full heart.

experiences help me grow in my
walk with the Lord. St. Andrew’s
is my family while working here.
Looking forward to more sharing
and fellowship. To God be all the
Glory! “
Colin Amada

We normally meet at church.
Thank you Jo and Clement for keeping the
group going.“
Marlies Davies

Bible Fellowship
As you may already know Bible
Fellowship meets on Thursday mornings
between 10.30 and 11.30 am in the
church hall. We normally start with a
short prayer and then go on to discuss
a bible passage. We recently spent four
weeks discussing Philemon, which is an
important New Testament book about
forgiveness and reconciliation.  Our
discussions pointed us from brokenness
and hostility in the direction of Christian
love, which comes at a cost. It was a
study that brought us to the heart of our
Christian faith.
Over the Advent/Christmas period we
shall be considering some of our favourite
Christmas passages including Isaiah 9. 1
to 7, Mark 1. 1 to 8, and Matthew 1. 18 to
25. In the new year we hope to consider
the Old Testament book of Jonah.
Bible Fellowship is for both men and
women and offers time for examining the
bible, for reflection and for prayer. Our
meetings are enriched by the presence of
visitors and they are always welcome. It is
a great opportunity to share our faith in a
lively and friendly atmosphere.
Kindly consider joining us.

The Bible F
ellowship group

1 John 1:3
what we have seen and heard
we proclaim to you also, so that
you too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Church Ladies With Typewriters
They’re Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank God for the church
ladies with typewriters. These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins
or were announced at church services:
Scouts are saving aluminium cans,
bottles and other items to be
recycled. Proceeds will be used to
cripple children.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24 in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in
their school days.

The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus
Walks on the Water. ˜The sermon
tonight: Searching for Jesus.’

A bean supper will be held on
Tuesday evening in the church hall.
Music will follow.

Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those
things not worth keeping around the
house. Bring your husbands.

At the evening service tonight, the
sermon topic will be ‘What Is Hell?’
Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

Don’t let worry kill you off - let the
Church help.

Eight new choir robes are currently
needed due to the addition of
several new members and to the
deterioration of some older ones.

Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not
pass this way again,’ giving obvious
pleasure to the congregation.
For those of you who have children
and don’t know it, we have a nursery
downstairs.
Next Thursday there will be try-outs
for the choir. They need all the help
they can get.

Please place your donation in the
envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.
The church will host an evening of
fine dining, super entertainment and
gracious hostility.
Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM prayer and medication to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast
off clothing of every kind. They may
be seen in the basement on Friday
afternoon.
This evening at 7 PM there will be a
hymn singing in the park across from
the Church. Bring a blanket and come
prepared to sin.
The pastor would appreciate it if the
ladies of the Congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the
pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will
meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use
the back door.
The eighth-graders will be presenting
Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the Church
basement Friday at 7 PM .. The
congregation is invited to attend this
tragedy.
Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at
the First Presbyterian Church. Please
use large double door at the side
entrance.

And this one just about sums
them all up
The Associate Minister unveiled
the church’s new campaign slogan
last Sunday:

‘I Upped My Pledge Up Yours.

When I saw this it reminded me of all the
wonderful Mission Work we do as a Church.
Thank You to all those who have given of their
money, time and energy during the last year
and
a Special Thank You to the Mission Team and
the Foodbank Team.

Service Themes & Preachers
Date

Preacher

Worship Leader

Type

2nd December

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

All Age Worship

9th December

Christa Wiegand

Diana Nye

Advent 2

16th December

Cindy Campbell

Cindy Campbell

Advent 3

16th December

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Manresa Carols

23rd December

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev. Kim Hurst

Carols & Nativity

30th December

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Covenant

30th December

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Gozo Covenant

6th January

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

All Age Worship

13th January

Rev Kim Hurst

Christa Wiegand

20th January

Diana Nye

Rev Kim Hurst

Mission Speaker

20th January

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Gozo Manresa

27th January

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Holy Communion

3rd February

Diana Nye

Diana Nye

All Age Worship

10th February

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

17th February

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Mission Speaker

17th February

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Gozo Manresa

24th February

Christa Wiegand

Christa Wiegand

Holy Communion

3rd March

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

All Age Worship

10th March

Paul Slater

Paul Slater

17th March

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Mission Speaker

17th March

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Gozo Manresa

24th March

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Holy Communion

31st March

Rev Kim Hurst

Rev Kim Hurst

Iona/Healing

Whenever possible the Rev Kim plans to have Monday as her rest day so please try
to refrain from contacting her on a Monday unless it is an emergency. Thank you for
your understanding

Duty Elder
2nd December

Christa Wiegand

9th December

Clement Okoro

16th December

Sharon Abbot

23rd December

David O’Neil

24th December

Diana Nye

we are something much more

25th December

Diana Nye

than individuals when we are

30th December

John Lejman

It feels good to be in a
community. Community, above all, is
bigger than individuals -

part of a community. And this is how
things ought to be.

6th January

Diana Nye

13th January

Sharon Abbot.

20th January

Christa Wiegand.

27th January

John Lejman

3rd February

Diana Nye

10th February

Clement Okoro

17th February

Sharon Abbot

24th February

John Lejman

3rd March

Diana Nye

10th March

Christa Wiegand

17th March

Clement Okoro.

24th March

John Lejman

31st March

Sharon Abbot

Tony Blackshaw

NOTES

Door Elder & Greeter
2nd December

Paul Slater

David Smith

9th December

Diane Vella

Anne Catherall

16th December

Norman Alexander

Diana Nye

23rd December

Mary Pace Bardon

Doreen Portelli

24th December

Clement Okoro

25th December

Jenny Psaila

Paul Slater

30th December

David Smith

Paul Slater

6th January

Norman Alexander

Clement Okoro

13th January

Doreen Portelli

Mary Pace Bardon

20th January

David Smith

Jenny Psaila

27th January

Diane Vella

Anne Catherall

3rd February

Paul Slater

Clement Okoro

10th February

Norman Alexander

David Smith

17th February

Doreen Portelli

Mary Pace Bardon

24th February

Jenny Psaila

Diane Vella

3rd March

David Smith

Clement Okoro

10th March

Norman Alexander

Jenny Psaila

17th March

Doreen Portelli

Mary Pace Bardon

24th March

Diana Nye

Paul Slater

31st March

Diane Vella

Anne Catherall

.

Readers
First Reader

Second Reader

2nd December

Dianne Smith

Jo Austen

9th December

Diane Vella

Clement Okoro

16th December

Jo Austen

Paul Slater

23rd December

Doreen Portelli

John Lejman

24th December

Diana Nye

Sharon Abbot

25th December

Marie Alexander

Norman Alexander

30th December

June Pritchard-Griffiths

Jenny Psaila

6th January

Marie Alexander

Norman Alexander

13th January

Diana. Nye

June Pritchard-Griffiths

20th January

Paul Slater

Dianne Smith

27th January

Doreen Portelli

Diane Vella

3rd February

Marie Alexander

Norman Alexander

10th February

Dianne Smith

Diana Nye

17th February

Sharon Abbot

June Pritchard-Griffiths

24th February

John Lejman

Paul Slater

3rd March

Dianne Smith

Clement Okoro

10th March

Paul Slater

Jenny Pasila

17th March

Marie Alexander

Norman Alexander

24th March

Diana Nye

John Lejman

31st March

Diane Vella

Sharon Abbot

If you are unable to do your duty please find a replacement and change the lists in
the vestibule & hall.

Prayer Chain
A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray
for people and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is
also used for praise.
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in
Cardiff 34 year ago. When it was started there it was all done by
phone as no one had a computer back then.
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers.
There would be about 4 or 5 “Chain Leaders” who would each
receive the message, and they would then contact the person
underneath them on the chain, who would thencontact the next
one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or even more hence the
chain.  So with the exception of the Coordinator no one had to
call more than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that
people were praying you’re your situation.
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now,
it was suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to
move with times and bring the prayer chain into the 21st century
by using email as well. It made a tremendous difference, as people
who had odd working hours and/or used their computer a lot were
able to participate more easily. Of course there are people who
don’t have a computer, or just prefer a phone call which is fine.  
The power of prayer is truly amazing.
If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain,
please don’t hesitate to contact me.
My details are as follow:
June Pritchard-Griffiths,
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406
Email: junepg1951@yahoo.co.uk

We Want to say:

To Pat O’Neil
For all her hard work.
Pat has stepped down as
editor for health reasons.
And also a big

To Chandelene Steyn who has
agreed to take on the role.
We really do appreciate it.

CONNECT WITH US ONLINE
Get up-dates. Read interesting and funny stuff. Join in and hear from people and
congregations from all over the world with
“saintandrews scotschurch” on Facebook
St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on www.standrewsmalta.com
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT
Our account is St Andrew’s Scots Church, St Andrew’s House, 210 Old
Bakery Street, Valletta, Malta
Account number 0144010357901
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901
Please include as reference your name

www.foodbanklifeline.com

foodbanklifeline

Email help@foodbanklineline.com

www.maltamicrofinance.org   

maltamicrofinance

Email contact.maltamicrofinance@gmail.com

St Andrew’s Scots
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND / METHODIST
St Andrew’s Scots Church, Valletta, is a
Local Ecumenical Partnership between
the Church of Scotland and the Methodist
Church of Great Britain. A Methodist
church has existed in Valletta since 1824,
when Rev John Keeling founded the first
non-Roman Catholic Church in Malta. A
Presbyterian church has existed on our
site since 1843 and our present building
was built in 1857 through the efforts of a
Presbyterian minister, Dr George Wisely.  
We are a cosmopolitan church with a
wide variety of nationalities and church
backgrounds making up our normal
Sunday morning congregation, which
often also contains a high proportion
of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and
our neighbours through Christ and in
the strength of his Spirit. We share our
building with the Andreas Gemeinde of
the German Lutheran church. A service
in the German language is held at 10.30
am on the first and third Sunday of each
month.
We hope that you will find Crossroads
informative and helpful. lf you have any
comments about anything you find in
Crossroads or any ideas about items
for inclusion in a future edition, please
contact our editor, Mrs Pat O’Neil. If you
would like to make a donation to the
church, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs
Hazel Dunlavy or find bank details at the
end of the booklet.

HOW TO FIND US

When they saw the star, they
rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy. On coming to the house,
they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed
down and worshiped him. Then
they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh.
Matthew 2:10-11

