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From the Editor
Dear Friends.
Here we are again approaching the Festive Season.
It has been quite a busy year with visits from various choirs
and the visit of the “International Presbytery” in October.
We have had some very interesting services and have seen the
many projects in the Church going from strength to strength.
It never fails to amaze us how when all seems like despair for
the Foodbank money and donations start to role in.
Likewise with the missions, a special project just seems to be
mentioned and the necessary funds appear.
Let us all hope that all this continues to happen in 2018.
David joins me in wishing you all a very Happy and Blessed
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Pat.

From the Manse
With Best Wishes for a very Happy Christmas,
May God pour out His Blessing upon you in the 2018.
Dear Friends
One of the mums came into the foodbank a week or so ago with
her new baby and as I looked at the tiny baby so fragile and so
helpless I was reminded of the tiny baby born in a stable 2000
years ago. Jesus wasn’t born in a Hospital with all the doctors
and nurses in assistance and the safe and sterile surroundings.
He was born in a stable where animals fed and slept. His bed
was a manger and only the Innkeeper’s wife was on hand to
help. What a risk God took sending his son into such
surroundings surely not suitable for God’s own son.
I remember being told once that Jesus only came to live in clean
hearts and that unless my heart was kept clean Jesus wouldn’t
live there. Yet the stable wouldn’t have been clean, Jesus was
born in a stable because there was room for him there. He will
come and live within our hearts not if they are clean and perfect
but if there is room for him, he will then make our hearts clean.
Being a Christian is not about being perfect or never making
mistakes, being a Christian is about making room in our lives for
Jesus and allowing him to change us from the inside out. I want
to challenge each of us to make room for Jesus our lives this
Christmas. Sometimes our lives are so full of clutter there is no
room for Jesus we fill our lives with other interests, hobbies,
people and situations so that when Christ comes into our there is
no room for him. If we ask Jesus to be part of our lives we have
to make room for him.

Every year just before Christmas we used to have a clear out at
home. We would get rid of all the old toys that we never played
with any more to make room in the cupboards for the new ones.
Advent is about preparation it is a good time to have a spiritual
clear out to get rid of things in our lives that take up room but
are no longer beneficial. We need to get rid of anything that
pushes Jesus out. We must make room in our hearts for Jesus.
As the Hymn goes “Come into my heart Lord Jesus, there is room
in my heart for thee”.
May the Love, Peace and Power of Jesus fill your hearts and your
lives this Christmas and always.
Love Kim

Saturday 16th December
7.30pm Christmas Concert
Sunday 17th December
10.30am “Carols and Nativity”
Sunday 24th December
Christmas Eve
6.00pm Christingle Service
Christmas Day
10.00am Christmas
All-Age Celebration
Sunday 31st December
10.30am Covenant Service

A Worthwhile Drop in the Ocean?
It has been a while since the last Mission team article in
Crossroads. Let me assure you that we have not been asleep
nor did we bury our head in the sand. In fact, the required
money for college and school fees have continued to reach
Tugwashanye. The maize project now continues more or less
without our assistance. One woman was added this year and
in fact the rain came at the right time and the harvest was
plentiful. We thank God for such blessings and we continue to
pray that these women will be able to go on with their maize
harvest year in year out in order to provide for their families.

A few weeks ago, Sister Catherine told us that one of the
workers at her mission needed 500 euro to complete her
house. In particular, she needed a roof to her little house
before the rains came. This was a very urgent plea for help.
We did not create a fund-raising event. One member of the
congregation responded without hesitation by giving all of the
needed amount. The money even provided the windows and
the painting for the house. A great deal gets done like that in
the mission project. We thank God who works through
individuals and communities.

Nhamo Phiri is a young man who benefitted from college
education in IT as a result of our funds. He set up a small
business. When it was up and going, he decided he could
return the good deed by teaching orphans like himself who
could not pay for computer literacy lessons. This would
enable them to get jobs. Computer literacy is a basic
requirement in today’s world, even in Zambia. Nhamo is very
happy because some of the brighter youngsters he is teaching
are already starting to teach others so the cycle grows to
benefit many more than we can reach.

Now, Nhamo Phiri has written to say he could set up a small
business to enable the IT learning project to generate funds
to cover costs. The income will cover the cost of renting the
premises for the classes, the running of equipment to
continue to provide printing and photocopying, the modem for
the internet as well as the cost of internet service. This will
enable several others to become independent. Our
contribution matched with love, God’s love for us and for
them, enables the work to continue.

Somehow we have never had to say no to any request for help,
even urgent help. Of course, some people contribute far more
than others but who are we to measure anyone’s contribution?
We provide opportunities and one way or another the targets
are reached.
If we contemplate the link we have with the Tugwashanye
community we realise the greatness of God. Through a simple
woman who gave up all to take up her mission, we have been
connected to a group of people who are changing before our
very eyes. Years ago we had to send money for their survival,
for food to keep them alive and to enable those with AIDS to
benefit from the medical care. Now we are sending money to
help them help themselves, especially through education.
As Christians, we need to keep our eyes open all around us to
enable us to identify those who need us to do something for
them or with them. Our promptness is often essential. When
we think about it for too long we lose the opportunity to
share and therefore to grow in Christ-ness. It is not always a
matter of money but it is always a matter of love. As a
community all things become possible because as one person

loses heart another will bring a fresh perspective and fuel the
rest with hope and enthusiasm.
Marie Alexander
(obo the Mission team)

Soon Gospel Choir Concert.
On Friday 20th October the Soon Gospel Choir from Norrkoping in
Sweden gave a wonderful concert at St Andrew’s Scots Church,
Valletta.
A veritable journey of music as the singers and animators took us on a
bus journey of song that was both clever and beautifully musical.
An eclectic mix of religious pieces and popular songs to Swedish folk
melodies and sing-along songs we were invited to join in on.
Accompanied by Anna-Lena Josefsson on piano and Anders Wikstrom
on bass, the mixed choir led by conductor Lena Hägle held the
audience spellbound.
There was a proliferation of soloists but one young woman stood out.
Highlight for me ... Shine your light by Tore W. Aas and Jan Groth.
Lights were dimmed in the church and slowly candles were lit as the
soft and gentle beginning reached its crescendo then in a heartbeat ...
quiet and darkness again. Wonderfully theatrical in the best of ways.

A short wine reception followed so that we could meet the choir and a
word of gratitude to our sponsors for the evening ... Emmanoel
Delicata Winery and Best Print, Qrendi
Oh ... and to Christa for all the hard work to put it all together.

A Ceremony of Carols
The Choir of the
National Sanctuary
of Our Lady of Mellieha
at St Andrew’s Scots Church
on Saturday 16th December
At 7.30pm
Entrance Free, Retiring Collection

Does anyone recognize these children or the
Minister?

Are these Santa’s Little Helpers

A little advice for trouble-free Christmas
Shopping.

Deadline for Spring Edition is 9th February 2018

Service Themes & Preachers
Date
3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Theme
Rev. Kim Hurst
To be confirmed
Rev, Kim Hurst
Rev, Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst

Preacher
1st Sunday in Advent
2nd Sunday in Advent
Carols & Nativity
6pm Christingle
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve Service

2018
7th January
14th January
21st January
28th January

Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst
To be confirmed
Rev. Kim Hurst

All-Age Worship

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst

All-Age Worship

4th March
11th March

Rev. Kim Hurst
Diana Nye

18th March

Rev. Kim Hurst

25th March

Rev. Kim Hurst

30th March

Rev. Kim Hurst

All-Age Worship – Lent 3
Mothering Sunday – Lent 4
Kim at Presbytery
Annual Congregational
Meeting
Holy Communion–
Palm Sunday
Good Friday

1st April

Rev. Kim Hurst

EASTER DAY

Missions Speaker
Holy Communion

Missions Speaker - Lent 1
Holy Communion – Lent 2

Whenever possible the Rev. Kim plans to have Monday as
her rest day so please try to refrain from contacting her on a
Monday unless it is an emergency.
Thank you for your understanding

Duty Elder
3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Marion Chessell
Clement Okoro
Christa Wiegand
Dina Nye
David O’Neil
Clement Okoro

2018
7th January
14th January
21st January
28th January

Sharon Abbot
John Lejman
Diana Nye
Christa Wiegand

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Dot Hunter
John Lejman
Clement Okoro
Sharon Abbot

4th March
11th March
18th March
25th March
30th March

Marion Chessell
Dot Hunter
Clement Okoro
Christa Wiegand
David O’Neil

1st April

Diana Nye

Door Elder & Greeter
3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Diane Vella
Clement Okoro
Diana Nye
Norman Alexander
Doreen Portelli
Clement Okoro

Anne Catherall
Paul Slater
Franklin Wilmot
Jenny Psaila
Mary Pace Bardon
Anne Catherall

7th January
14th January
21st January
28th January

Jenny Psaila
Norman Alexander
Doreen Portelli
Diane Vella

David Smith
Paul Slater
Clement Okoro
Anne Catherall

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Doreen Portelli
Diana Nye
Jenny Psaila
Diana Nye

Mary Pace Bardon
Anne Catherall
Franklin Wilmot
David Smith

4th March
11th March
18th March
25th March
30th March

Diane Vella
Paul Slater
Diana Nye
Norman Alexander
Doreen Portelli

Anne Catherall
Diana Nye
Franklin Wilmot
Jenny Psaila
Mary Pace Bardon

1st April

Paul Slater

Clement Okoro

2018

Readers
3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

First Reader

Second Reader

Diane Vella
Sharon Abbot
Clement Okoro
Diana Nye
Pat O’Neil
Marie Alexander

Anne Catherall
Paul Slater
John Lejman
Steve Hurst
Paul Slater
Norman Alexander

2018
7th January
14th January
21st January
28th January

John Lejman
Diana Nye
Marie Alexander
Diane Vella

Dianne Smith
Paul Slater
Norrie Alexander
Anne Catherall

4th February
11th February
18th February
25th February

Dot Hunter
Jenny Psaila
Doreen Portelli
Sharon Abbot

Paul Slater
June Pritchard-Griffiths
Clement Okoro
Dianne Smith

4th March
11th March
18th March
25th March
30th March

Diane Vella
Dot Hunter
Clement Okoro
Dian Nye
Sharon Abbot

Anne Catherall
June Pritchard-Griffiths
John Lejman
Steve Hurst
Paul Slater

1st April

Marie Alexander

Norrie Alexander

If you are unable to do your duty please find a replacement
and change the lists in the vestibule & hall

A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people
and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year
ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a
computer back then.
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would be
about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and they
would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who would
then contact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or even more
hence the chain. So with the exception of the Coordinator no one had to call
more than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that people were
praying you’re your situation.
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times
and bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It
made a tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or
used their computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course
there are people who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call
which is fine.
The power of prayer is truly amazing.
If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please
don't hesitate to contact me.
My details are as follow:
June Pritchard-Griffiths,
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406
Email: junepg1951@yahoo.co.uk

Get up-dates
Read interesting and funny stuff
Join inand hear from people and congregations
from all over the world
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on
www.standrewsmalta.com
there is also a link to our Foodbank
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/

Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is:
www.maltamicrofinance.com
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT
Our account is St Andrew's Scots Church, St Andrew's House, 210 Old Bakery
Street, Valletta, Malta
Account number 0144010357901
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901
Please include as reference your name

ST ANDREW'S SCOTS
Church of Scotland / Methodist
St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the
Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church
has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first nonRoman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since
1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian
minister, Dr George Wisely.
We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church
backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also
contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours
through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the
Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German
language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month.
We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any
comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for
inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Mrs Pat O’Neil. If you would
like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs Hazel
Dunlavy or find bank details at the end of the booklet.

HOW TO FIND US

