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Dear Readers 

 

In the last edition our Rev Doug talked about the ordaining of Ernest 

Kumi Assumang and Clement Okoro as elders of our church. 

I herewith can present you now with the latest picture of the Kirk 

Session Members. 

 

When presenting some statistics about crossroads during our last 

AGM (annual general meeting), I reflected what motivates me to be 

the editor for crossroads – by sharing this prayer you will get an idea:  

 

“Dear LORD, I pray that whoever reads this shall have Your comfort, 

joy, peace, love, & guidance and be carried by You. – I may not know 

their troubles, but You do.” 

Jutta 
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Dear Friends – 

 

What a privilege it has been to be your minister for the last five years!   
 
As I write this – my last contribution to Crossroads – I’ve just come 
back to the manse from a meeting with our Sponsors’ Council.  These 
are the representatives of our two “parent” churches, the Church of 
Scotland and the Methodist Church, and they meet with us each year to 
encourage us in our work here. 
 
They asked me about my time here. And I heard myself saying “When I 
was ordained as a minister forty years ago, I had no idea that ministry 
could be anything like this – and the day before Lesley and I flew to 
Malta, I still had no idea that ministry could be anything like this!” 
 
It’s true.  Our journey together over these five years has seen incredible, 
amazing things happen, as God has led us in mission, in ministry, and in 
learning. There isn’t space to retell all these stories – but I really do want 
to say a sincere thank you to everyone who has shared in the call, the 
work, the excitement, and the challenges. You know who you are – and 
you know what God has done, and is doing, through your minds, 
muscles, imaginations, and above all faith.  
 
The Crypt has become St. Andrew’s International Centre. The Church is 
financially stable, and giving keeps rising. OUT OF AFRICA… INTO 

MALTA, within less than four years, has developed into a significant and 
major work of mission which has involved Christians from across Europe 
and beyond.  MALTA MICROFINANCE, described by President George 
Abela at its launch last year as “groundbreaking, pioneering work…” has 
been established.  Sister Catherine Farrugia in Zambia has also seen our 
support increase, particularly as individual Christians here found a call to 
help. 
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And all this because, as a worshipping, learning congregation, we simply 
took Jesus at his word. We found this in the first couple of years of my 
time here, as together we developed our “Building Church” programme. 
I still treasure the moment when – the morning after five of us prayed 
that we might find the final €300 we needed to be able to give out 
€1,000 at our “Harvest of Talents” service – I opened a card that must 
have been dropped into our church letter box even as we were praying, 
and found a gift of exactly €300! 

 
Lesley and I will leave for Scotland at the end of July.  For both of us, it’s 
a chance to get to know our grandchildren better.  For St. Andrew’s 
Malta, it’s simply another step forward in the journey of faith. We have 
learned so much together here… particularly during the last two years in 
our services, as we have studied the life of Jesus as Saviour and as 
Rabbi, and the story of how the early Church burst into existence, and 
then grew, and overcame difficulties, and began to understand just what 
it is to be Jesus in a challenging world.  
 
One of the stories we recently read together is about a parting, and a 
new beginning. Paul, knowing that his future was calling him away from 
the churches close to his heart, asked the leaders of the church in 
Ephesus to come for a farewell meeting. He said “You know how it’s 
been for us together from the very beginning. You know I cried during 
the hard times. You know I didn’t hold anything back as I preached and 
taught in public and in your homes. Now my call is elsewhere. But 
remember the whole purpose of God – so keep watch over yourselves, 
and over all the flock the Holy Spirit has placed in your care. Be 
shepherds of the Church of God.” 
 
These are my sentiments exactly. But Jesus himself makes it even 
simpler. After his resurrection, we read how he “Opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures…”  That’s been my call as your minister.  And 
then he said “Go into all the world – and teach them all that you know of 
me.”  That’s been our call together as Christians, to speak and to act, 
and it has produced miracles here. 
 
Lesley and I feel humble and privileged to have been able to share in 
this with you. You will continue in our hearts and in our prayers.  
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In all you do, praise and glorify Jesus. He makes all things possible – the 
last five years are ample testament to that! May God bless you in the next 
chapter of the story of St. Andrew’s Malta. 
 

 
                                       Your minister, 
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What does the Bible say about Music In Church?What does the Bible say about Music In Church?What does the Bible say about Music In Church?What does the Bible say about Music In Church?    
 

Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in 
his mighty heavens! Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise 

him according to his excellent greatness! Praise him with 
trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him 

with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 
Praise him with sounding cymbals; praise him with loud 

clashing cymbals! (Psalm 150: 1-6) 
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Methodist Synod News 

 

It was a chilly, damp day 

when I travelled to the 

latest District Synod in 

Kent, but the May trees 

were in full bloom and 

everywhere looked so 

fresh and green – it was a 

real reminder of ‘what a 

wonderful world’ we are 

blessed with! 

The theme of the day was ‘A Generous Life’ – focus for all Methodist Churches 

in the UK during this month of May and especially on 18
th

, marking the end of 

Christian Aid Week.   The morning session began with worship- My!!  - what a 

lot of new hymns there are being sung in our partner churches -  during the 

whole day I didn’t know one! 

Then it was down to the usual administrative detail – greetings came, in his 

absence, from John Hellyer District Superintendent who is recovering well after 

his heart operation, with thanks to everyone for their prayers and support 

during his illness.   No dramatic news on the business side of things but we 

heard from 2 Ordinands who gave lively testimony of their call to the Ministry.   

It seems however, that change is in the air, as we were told of a consultation 

document being considered – Larger than Circuit. – essentially asking what is 

the relationship between the Circuit and the District.  This is part of an 

initiative to review current structures coming out of the Methodist Conference 

of 2013 when it was agreed to explore the role and responsibilities of the 

District and its Synod.  Questions such as what might congregations gain or 
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lose by having something larger than the circuit and what might be the role of 

the District Chair are to be considered.   No doubt we will be kept informed! 

3 Generation, the youth section of the Methodist Church is holding its annual 

Youth Assembly in November and this promises to be a lively event!  It would 

be wonderful one day to be able to send some of our own youngsters to it!!   

Rev. Doug was particularly mentioned in the announcements of retiring 

minsters and, as is the way of things, there was a huge sigh of sympathy when 

it was announced he was not present because of pressing duties in Sri Lanka!!! 

A Generous life  In our devotional time, Rev. Conrad Hicks, one of the 

District Deputy Chairs, led us on a roller coaster ride through the Bible 

demonstrating the Generous life God offers. Together we then explored 

various aspects of the Generous Life such as discipleship, worship, stewardship 

and evangelism. Throughout all this LOVE came out as the key – we love 

because God loves us. 

The message on worship struck a real chord - not least because we elders were 

leading the service during the week following synod - Generous worship is our 

gift to God thus we should take pride in it, prepare well for it and offer the best 

we can.  When we went into groups we discussed four questions about our 

own experiences of Generous love demonstrated through worship, prayer, 

giving and evangelism.  Such experiences were varied yet all seemed to be 

borne out of peoples’ kindness and love, and the need sometimes to take the 

risk and have faith and trust. 

Finally – it was a real pleasure to receive 

a further donation from St Peter’s 

Church Canterbury, which fundraised for 

our Out of Malta into Africa project over 

the Christmas period, - it is good to 

know that we are still in the thoughts 
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and prayers of our Methodist friends in the UK and that they are moved to 

raise several hundreds of pounds for us to use.  

Thank you once again for the privilege of being able to attend Synod on your 

behalf, 

Dot. Hunter
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Get up-dates. 
Read interesting and funny stuff. 

Join in and hear from people and congregations from all over the world. 
With "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook 

 
St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on www.saintandrewsmalta.com 
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Our Yeses 

 

This short article is being written a few weeks after another 

very successful pasta night in aid of the Tugwashanye mission 

in Zambia.  A great deal of effort 

goes into the night but what 

always amazes me is the 

cheerfulness of everyone who 

makes a contribution of the 

provisions, of the actual work or 

of their presence usually 

accompanied by family or friends. 

This includes the contribution of 

some donors who cannot actually 

be there on the night.  Somehow it 

seems to snowball.  I 

guess that is what 

the story of the 

mustard seed means 

in part.  It gives us 

all an opportunity to 

share what we have 

with others.  
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Each time that funds are raised and sent to a particular 

mission supported by St Andrew’s community, we find that 

there has been an urgent need for something. So the urgent 

need is met even though we often do not know about it in 

advance.  We pray that in this way we may continue to be “the 

pencils in God’s hand” as Saint Teresa of Calcutta once said.  

The deeds will go far beyond our 

human abilities but they begin with 

our saying “Yes, we will”.  Even our 

half-hearted or anxious yeses are 

used to trigger a series of other 

yeses, lending each other support and 

encouragement.  

 

So what was the immediate need? Well, this winter, many 

elderly women in Tugwashanye will have blankets to keep them 

warm. Blankets bought with the money sent from the last 

Pasta night.  So when we lie warm in bed when Winter comes, 

we can pray in thanksgiving that a few others too may be much 

warmer this Winter than they were last Winter.  Moreover, 

more widows will be reaping the fruits of their labour enabled 

by the funds from the previous pasta night and other events. 

They worked hard in those maize fields knowing that others 

like them would be enabled to do the same next harvest and 
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thus provide for their families.  They prayed hard for the rain 

to come at the right time and it did. 

 

Jesus stated, “For you always have the poor with you, but you 

will not always have me.” (Matthew 26:11) However, he also said 

that at the end of time, we would be told: “Truly I tell you, 

just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.”   

 

Do you recall ever reacting with amusement when your parents 

pointed to Providence when things worked out well in difficult 

situations?  I remember several occasions in my childhood and 

adolescence and I always thought that there had been a great 

deal of effort put in by my parents so that I wondered how 

Providence was involved.  Now I know.  It is not some magical 

power that produces rabbits out of hats, a magical power that 

disappears when we find out where the rabbit had been 

cleverly hidden prior to turning up.  Providence is the result of 

our collaboration with our Father to form community and do 

our little bit.  It is using our limited individual resources linked 

to those of others in the community and bringing about results 

that could not otherwise have been achieved.  

 

Providence is usually considered as being God’s intervention in 

the world.  The word  originates from Latin meaning ‘seeing 
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ahead of time’.  Indeed, we know that God can provide as he 

did for the several thousand (if we count the women and 

children).  Even then, Jesus acted in collaboration with those 

who had brought some bread and fish.  The bread and fish 

available was only enough for a few individuals or small groups.  

The readiness of the few to give up the sustenance, to share 

what they had, had enabled Jesus to provide for all the others.   

So what we do may be very limited but in the hands of 

Providence it reaches out well beyond ourselves.  That is 

community.  That is love.  That is knowing that we are made in 

the image of God.   

 

Marie Alexander 

For the Mission Team 
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Charity Pasta Dinner 2014Charity Pasta Dinner 2014Charity Pasta Dinner 2014Charity Pasta Dinner 2014 
 

This annual event was a great eve again. Mouth-watering pasta 

dishes, several deserts and a birthday cake on top! Around 50 

guests were attending. Amazing 850 Euro were donated plus a 

single donation of 300 Euro came in too!!! Thanks to everyone 

coming. Great thanks to the people which brought lovely dishes. 

 Well done everyone.  

 

A slide show was running in the back ground with information 

about Zambia, Tugwashanye and Sister Catherine - who is looking 

at her 60th anniversary of being in Zambia this year.  

 

A little quiz was organized based on the slideshow and a letter 

that was sent from Sister Catherine for this event. She up-dated 

us with news of the running projects. Such as the new farming 

project and the financed education of promising students -One 

graduated with 100% in all subjects! 

 

Guess who won the quiz :-)  

 

If you  are interested in more details 

about the great progress of these 

projects please speak to Marie and 

Norrie Alexander. 

 

 

Christa WiegandChrista WiegandChrista WiegandChrista Wiegand    
 



Crossroads                                                                                    Spring 2014 
                                                                                                                                  

15

 

 

      Coffee & Chat 
 

Coffee and Chat has now been running a year.  We sit at the 
front of the Church and either just chat or make things, etc. 
People of different nationalities and cultures come in for a drink 
and we have got to know some interesting people. Some are on 
holiday and some live here.  If you have nothing to do on a 
Tuesday each week why not drop in and see us between 2pm 
and 4 pm. You are very welcome. 
 

CROSSROADS MAGAZINE 
  
Please enjoy reading "Crossroads" but when you have finished 
with your Crossroads Magazine and taken a note of any dates 
or articles you wish to remember perhaps you could return it to 
us for recycling to the many visitors who drop in to visit 
the Church during the week.   
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There are two Home Groups just now: one in Birgu at the 

Wilmot’s – and a second in Maghtab at Thiele-Trimmel’s. 
  

WHEN/HOW 
The Birgu Group meets every Tuesday at 6:30 pm starting with 

a simple meal and wrapping up at 8:30 so that folks can  have 

an early night before work the next day. We eat together to 

wind down after the busyness of the day, to strengthen 

relationships and to prepare for sharing in the spiritual food 

and prayer that follows. 
  
The Maghtab Group meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month at 6:30 pm starting with some songs, a time of sharing 

and praying while having tea and cookies …. Wrapping up around 

8:30. 

  
Both Groups have a focus time of sharing around bible 

passages.  This is the opportunity to ask the ‘unaskable’ 
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questions in a relaxed group or to share what is understood….. 

in a faith-clarifying and faith-building way.  

  
PURPOSE/FOCUS 
So what is the purpose of the Groups? 

We want our inner selves to grow and 

impact our outer life, as in a family, in 

our care for others through 

relationships and away from shyness 

and reserve. In order to grow and 

overflow to the outside. 

 

In a small group we are exchanging – I read a story that one 

lady told how she took her granddaughter to church for the 

first time. As they knelt in the tall-sided pew, the little girl 

whispered, “Who are we hiding from?” It is harder to hide 

from ourselves or from one another in the smaller group, than 

in the crowd. 

 

We encourage personal development towards compassion-for-

others, to also inspire others to live with compassion and with 

a mind open to learning. A group is a work in progress and not a 

leader/teacher-driven exercise (apart from the Holy Spirit). 

Some of the personal dynamics encouraged are: preparation by 

prayer & study, being good listeners & contributors, 

responsiveness to others, honesty (and not the expected 

dogma), willingness to follow through the implications for 

oneself. We see this as a time of meeting with Jesus, at a 
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table, in the informality of private homes … and being inspired 

and guided to be used by Him. 

 

As a Group grows to around 10-12 in number, intimacy is less 

likely to happen, so the possibility of restructuring into two 

groups and possibly into a new geographic area would occur. 
  

STYLE/ARRANGEMENT 
Birgu Group: We have had  atheist, non-believer, new believer, 

Sunday-school stuck believer, confused believer, dogmatic 

believer, long-time believer, priest, and many more types of 

individual taking part in meetings……..so, you can see that all 

are welcome, including visitors.    Franklin mainly organizes the 

pre-selected Bible passages…this  allows Group participants to 

prepare ahead so they may share personally about what is 

meaningful or helpful or puzzling or disturbing. 
 
Maghtab Group: Welcomes church members and visitors with 

the desire to meet with Jesus in a private atmosphere. 

Meeting-by-meeting coordination and preparation of material 

is on a rotating basis – this way everybody can explore the 

topic to share.. 
  

WELCOME 
Please consider this as an Invitation to participate in a group 

or to start a new Group……regardless, let us know your 

thoughts about this.  Contact Judy or Franklin (Birgu Group) on 

7926 1646 or jwilmot@keyworld.net    OR Jutta or Harald 

(Magtab Group) 9964 7772 or dc8-73@gmx.de  
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A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people 
and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.  
 
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year 
ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a 
computer back then.  
 
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would be 
about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and they 
would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who would then 
contact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or even more hence 
the chain.  So with the exception of the Coordinator no one had to call more 
than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that people were praying 
for your situation. 
 
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was 
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times and 
bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It made a 
tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or used their 
computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course there are people 
who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call which is fine.   
 
The power of prayer is truly amazing. 
 
If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please don't 
hesitate to contact me.  
 
My details are as follow:  June Pritchard-Griffiths,  

Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406 
Email: junepg1951@yahoo.co.uk 
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KEY DATES:  
 
Our Sunday services are at 10.30am each week, and there is a 
Communion celebration on the fourth Sunday of each month, at the end 
of the service.   
 
Also, we have a Bring & Share Lunch on the first Sunday of each month.  
 
Here’s a list of key dates for the summer… 
 
 
Sun 27th July:             Rev Doug’s last service in Malta! 
 
Worship in August:   During the five Sundays of August,  our services 

           will be led by an interesting variety of people,  
           including Rev Gavin Black, and our own elders…  

 
Fri 5 th September:    Rev Kim Hurst’s Welcome Service! 
 
Sun 7th September:   Rev Kim Hurst’s first service as minister…    
 
 


