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From the Editor
Dear Friends.
The picture on the front of this edition of “Crossroads” shows the
wonderful poppy display at the Tower of London last year.
As you know David & I have just returned from a long holiday in the
UK visiting Ireland (North & South), Scotland and many parts of
England.
One of the most memorable parts of our trip was when we visited
Derby.
Derby is the place where these wonderful poppies were designed and
manufactured and they were on display this year in Derby entitled “The
Weeping Window”.
The poppies formed a waterfall from the upper window of The Silk Mill
Museum by the river and were as equally impressive as the display at
the Tower.
Once again we will be having our Garden of Remembrance in the
Church this year and I am asking you all to help contribute to this very
worthy cause. Your help in past years has been very much appreciated.
I took a picture of the display in Derby on my phone but as yet I have
not mastered the technique of transferring it to my computer.

Pat.

From the Manse
Dear Friends
In my last letter we were reflecting on weddings and
this has been a summer of weddings with three at St
Andrew’s and two in Gozo. We wish each couple a long and
happy marriage. We already have bookings coming in for
next year and one for 2019. Malta seems to be the place to
be getting married at the moment.
We have welcomed children into the life of the
church by baptism and celebrated many special birthdays
among our members, I can’t believe so many have had a
birthday with an 0 on the end this year.
Our young people have done really well in their
exams – well done to you all, we will be saying goodbye
soon to Megan as she goes off to university and we wish
Tilly well as she goes through the selection process for
joining the Navy. I remember them both playing on the
beach at Pretty Bay during the church outing in 2006, time
passes so quickly and we all move on.
Life is a journey and baptisms, exams, leaving school,
our first job, our wedding, special birthdays and
anniversaries are all markers on that journey.

Our Church year also has special markers, The New
Year Covenant Service, Lent and Easter, Ascension and
Pentecost, Harvest Thanksgiving and Remembrance Day,
Advent and Christmas. Please don’t forget our Harvest
Thanksgiving Service which will be held on 15th October.
Also join us on Remembrance Day when our service will be
followed by a procession to the war memorial to lay our
wreath, accompanied by a piper.
There are markers in Church History and on the 31st
of October this year we will remember one such marker as
we commemorate the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation. In the same service we will celebrate the
160th Anniversary of our church building look out for
further details.
There are markers also on our own Spiritual journey,
special moments when we have felt close to God, times
when we have made steps forward in our faith, when our
commitment to Christ or his church has taken a step
forward. These too are markers we should be thankful for
and celebrate. Recently I have been reflecting on the
following Bible verses from Hebrews 12: 1 – 3 “As for us, we
have this large crowd of witnesses around us. So then, let
us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of
the sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with
determination the race that lies before us. Let us keep our

eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from
beginning to end ………” Think of what he went through;
how he put up with so much hatred from sinners! So do not
let yourselves become discouraged and give up.”
As we travel this journey or run this race, let us keep
our eyes on Jesus and remembering what he went through
let us not become discouraged and give up. May we
continue to share our important markers together, and
encourage and support one another, as the family God
intended us to be.
God Bless You! Love and Payers, Kim

The Foodbank
I want to begin my report by saying a big THANK YOU to all of
those who have supported The Foodbank in recent months and
especially to our group of very hardworking volunteers. I am
delighted to announce that with the help of a grant from the
South-East District of the Methodist Church we have been able to
employ a part time Foodbank Manager. Jacqui Marshall will start
on the 18th of September. In future she will give regular updates
for the Website, Facebook and for Crossroads, the Church
Magazine.

2017 has been an incredible year we have seen great generosity
and enormous need.
After the article in the Times of Malta and the interview on
“Times Talk” in January the giving of both food items and money
increased significantly in the early part of the year, but as more
people heard of us and offered their support so more agencies
heard of us and asked for support.
The number of referrals has increased month on month and
although the Malta Community Chest Fund has offered help to
some of our longer-term clients we are still in a very desperate
position. 2017 is proving to be a difficult year for many people in
Malta, rent prices are increasing higher than wages and for those
on benefits there is little help.
The majority of our clients are Maltese and many working-poor,
people who a year or more ago would have been able to manage
on their income but who now struggle for the most basic of
needs. Many families in Malta now are only 1 pay cheque away
from the Foodbank, their savings are diminishing month on
month and they are living on the edge.
This means that many of the people that used to be able to help
us are now struggling to do so, every month less money and less
food comes in from individuals and if it wasn’t for the support of
some of the bigger wholesalers on the Island and some
charitable organisations we would have been closed by now.
The giving from members of our church has also declined
significantly. I think when they saw the amount of food and
money coming in, in January and February they felt their
resources could be better used elsewhere. The donations pledged
by members of our church last year was over 500 euros per

month on top of food donations this has dropped to little over
120 euros per month with hardly and food donations. We are
currently facing a deficit of expenditure over giving of about 500
euros per week we obviously can’t sustain this for very long.

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING US IF YOU ARE ABLE
Below is a chart showing the comparisons of the first six months
of last year and this current year.
Totals for 2017

Totals for 2016

Month

Clients

Spend

Donation

Clients

Spend

Donations

Jan

92

856

2815

68

754

420

Feb

96

10

3033

76

460

510

Mar

175

499

1468

60

434

579

Apr

178

698

2066

52

1276

1269

May

208

2698

2545

77

864

2551

June

182

2375

789

50

700

140

Totals

931

7136

12716

383

4488

5469

Organ Recital
at St.Catherine Parish Church
Żejtun
An organ recital by the Organist Joe Caruana is going to be
held in Żejtun’s Parish Church, on Saturday 23rd September,
2017 at 8:15pm on the occasion of ‘Żejt iż-Żejtun’, organised
by the Local Council together with the Parish Council. Works
by J.S. Bach, Gigout, Mendelssohn, Buxtehude, Johannes
Brahms and Henri Mulet. Everyone is invited. Entrance is free

THE INTERNATIONAL PRESBYTERY

The Church of Scotland
We welcome the International Presbytery to Malta for their
meeting from the 6th – 8th October. The presbytery is made up of
the minister and an elder from each of the Church of Scotland
Congregations outside of Great Britain. We meet to discuss
business, finance, education and mission. We also share
fellowship with one another. The Moderator Rev Ewen MacLean
will be leading our service on Sunday 8th October. Please support
this meeting in prayer and join us for this special Sunday Service,
which will be followed by an opportunity to meet presbytery
members over lunch.

Dear Church Friends –
you might remember us:
Harald, Jutta and Felix. You
are
still
on
our
minds.
Therefore we
wanted to contribute an
article
via
Crossroads
sharing something from
Germany.

In Germany the big
celebrations for Luther's
500th birthday are coming
up. Hence on Christian
radio stations lots of
topics around that theme
are broadcasted. Through
them, I learned about the 4 "soli" - how we Christians can have these as an
anchor for ourselves and can find orientation in the buzzling, always quicker
changing, world around us. They are:
Sola fide – only by faith in God we are justified and not by our good deeds
Sola gratia – only by God's grace we are rescued and not by our own kindness
Solus Christus – only Christ has authority over Christians not any church
institutions
Sola scriptura – only scripture (the bible) is the foundation for Christians not
tradition

And somehow the radio
station only mentioned
4 soli, but our internet
research, also showed
us a 5th one:
I am not sure why I got
triggered to share this
with you – but anyhow,
let each of us
remember the essence
which is our mutual
ground and bond, besides our unique different opinions – the essence is
JESUS.
Very warm regards and a hug (please share the hug or a heartfelt handshake
at Sunday church once you read this article), Jutta & Harald

POPPIES
In meadows and hedgerows you’ll see their bright faces,
Rich scarlet they gleam like red jewels in the light;
They decorate the wasteland and dull barren spaces,
Our beautiful poppies that bring such delight.
But sadly, their blooming is always quite fleeting,
And so they are treasured as if they’ve been sent
To help us remember, with their crimson greeting,
The many lost lives that they now represent.

Greetings from David & Jackie Morris
While David & I were in England we took the opportunity to
visit David & Jackie Morris in Worksop.
They are both well although David is nearly working as hard
now as when he was in full time employment helping out on
the Methodist Circuit preaching. As like every denomination
there is a shortage of ministers. He is also volunteering at the
Citizen’s Advice bureau.
We spent a very enjoyable afternoon with them and brought
them up-to-date on all the members of St. Andrew’s.
As we left they asked if we could tell all the members who
remembered them that if they were ever in the area to
contact them and maybe visit.
I can provide all necessary information regarding address, email and telephone number.
Pat

Deadline for Winter Edition is 17th November 2017

Service Themes & Preachers
Date

Theme

Preacher

3rd September
10th September
17th September
24th September

All Age Worship
Holy Communion

Mr. P. Slater
Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst
Rev. Kim Hurst

1st October
8th October
15th October

Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Ewen MacLean
Rev Kim Hurst

22nd October
29th October

Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst

5th November

Rev Kim Hurst

12th November
19th November
26th November

Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst

Missions Speaker -Presbytery
Project
Remembrance Day
All Age Worship
Holy Communion

3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Rev Kim Hurst
To be confirmed
Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst
Rev Kim Hurst

1st Sunday in Advent
2nd Sunday in Advent
Carols & Nativity
6pm Christingle
Christmas Day
New Year’s Eve Service

Mission Speaker - Presbytery
International Presbytery
Harvest Thanksgiving,
All Age Worship
Holy Communion
500th Anniversary of
Reformation

When ever possible the Rev. Kim plans to have Monday as
her rest day so please try to refrain from contacting her on a
Monday unless it is an emergency.
Thank you for your understanding

Duty Elder
3rd Sept
10th Sept
17th Sept
24th Sept

Diana Nye
John Lejman
David O’Neil
Christa Wiegand

1st October
8th October
15th October
22nd October
29th October

Sharon Abbot
John Lejman
Brenda Pleasance
Christa Wiegand
Diana Nye

5th November
12th November
19th November
26th November

David Pritchard-Griffiths
John Lejman
Dot Hunter
Sharon Abbot

3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Marion Chessell
Clement Okoro
Christa Wiegand
Dina Nye
David O’Neil
Clement Okoro

Door Elder & Greeter
3rd September
10th September
17th September
24th September

Pat O’Neil
David P-Griffiths
Pat O’Neil
Doreen Portelli

Franklin Wilmot
Anne Catherall
Norman Alexander
Mary Pace Bardon

1st October
8th October
15th October
22nd October
29th October

Jenny Psaila
Norman Alexander
Doreen Portelli
Diane Vella
Clement Okoro

David Smith
David Pritchard-Griffiths
Adam Pleasance
Anne Catherall
Paul Slater

5th November
12 November
19th November
26th November

Doreen Portelli
Diana Nye
Jenny Psaila
Diana Nye

Mary Pace Bardon
Franklin Wilmot
David Pritchard-Griffiths
David Smith

3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Diane Vella
Clement Okoro
Diana Nye
Norman Alexander
Doreen Portelli
Clement Okoro

Anne Catherall
Paul Slater
Franklin Wilmot
Jenny Psaila
Mary Pace Bardon
Anne Catherall

Readers
First Reader

Second Reader

3rd September
10th September
17th September
24th September

Doreen Portelli
Jenny Psaila
June Pritchard-Griffiths
Norman Alexander

Dianne Smith
Paul Slater
Pat O’Neil
Marie Alexander

1st October
8th October
15th October
22nd October
29th October

Dot Hunter
Pat O’Neil
Adam Pleasance
Diane Vella
Marie Alexander

Dianne Smith
John Lejman
Brenda Plesance
Anne Catherall
Norman Alexander

5th November
12th November
19th November
26th November

Sharon Abbot
Jenny Psaila
Doreen Portelli
Dot Hunter

Steve Hurst
June Pritchard-Griffiths
Clement Okoro
Dianne Smith

3rd December
10th December
17th December
24th December
25th December
31st December

Diane Vella
Sharon Abbot
Clement Okoro
Diane Nye
Pat O’Neil
Marie Alexander

Anne Catherall
Paul Slater
John Lejman
Steve Hurst
Paul Slater
Norman Alexander

If you are unable to do your duty please find a replacement
and change the lists in the vestibule & hall

A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people
and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year
ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a
computer back then.
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would be
about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and they
would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who would
thencontact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or even more
hence the chain. So with the exception of the Coordinator no one had to call
more than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that people were
praying you’re your situation.
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times
and bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It
made a tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or
used their computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course
there are people who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call
which is fine.
The power of prayer is truly amazing.
If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please
don't hesitate to contact me.
My details are as follow:
June Pritchard-Griffiths,
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406
Email: junepg1951@yahoo.co.uk

Get up-dates
Read interesting and funny stuff
Join inand hear from people and congregations
from all over the world
with "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook

St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on
www.standrewsmalta.com
there is also a link to our Foodbank
hhtps://www.facebook.com/groups/standrewsmalta/

Malta Microfinance is also on Facebook and the website is:
www.maltamicrofinance.com

Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT
Our account is St Andrew's Scots Church, St Andrew's House, 210 Old Bakery
Street, Valletta, Malta
Account number 0144010357901
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901
Please include as reference your name

ST ANDREW'S SCOTS
Church of Scotland / Methodist
St Andrew's Scots Church, Valletta, is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the
Church of Scotland and the Methodist Church of Great Britain. A Methodist church
has existed in Valletta since 1824, when Rev John Keeling founded the first nonRoman Catholic Church in Malta. A Presbyterian church has existed on our site since
1843 and our present building was built in 1857 through the efforts of a Presbyterian
minister, Dr George Wisely.
We are a cosmopolitan church with a wide variety of nationalities and church
backgrounds making up our normal Sunday morning congregation, which often also
contains a high proportion of visitors. Our aim is to serve God and our neighbours
through Christ and in the strength of his Spirit. We share our building with the
Andreas Gemeinde of the German Lutheran church. A service in the German
language is held at 10.30 am on the first and third Sunday of each month.
We hope that you will find Crossroads informative and helpful. lf you have any
comments about anything you find in Crossroads or any ideas about items for
inclusion in a future edition, please contact our editor, Mrs Pat O’Neil. If you would
like to make a donation to the church, please contact our Treasurer, Mrs Hazel
Dunlavy or find bank details at the end of the booklet.
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