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St. Andrew’s Scots Church
is asking for your HELP
Some of our Crossroad readers might have read the book “Out of Africa …
Into Malta”, which tells the story of Kingsley how he got from Africa to
Malta.

Dear Readers
This edition is meant to be a special edition for distribution to any
visitors during the upcoming opening of our church during Notte
Bianca. We hope you enjoy the visit to our church and would be glad
to welcome you back.
Before you keep on reading, we also want to not forget to forward
THANKS, which should have already been published in the last
edition (apologies by the editors for this delay):

A BIG THANK YOU
Anne and Jim would like to thank everyone very much
for their prayers, cards, letters, e-mails, telephone calls,
flowers, sweets, fruit, biscuits and lovely cakes and for
all the visitors both in the hospital and at home, and for
lifts during Anne’s illness and Jim’s eye operation.
They were all so much appreciated.

Kingsley Chukwuma Patrick, a 31 year old Nigerian national, has been
granted temporary Humanitarian Protection on compassionate grounds
because of a medical condition, Retinitis Pigmentosa, an incurable disease
leading to total blindness. Without Protected status he is vulnerable and at
the knock of the door, could be corralled onto an airplane and deported to
Africa.
This is a unique situation and the essence of this Protection is to allow and
enable Kingsley to stay in Malta while he undergoes specialized training to
prepare him to survive, flourish and be employed as a blind person (which
would not be the case, should he be immediately returned to Nigeria). The
types of training contemplated are typing skills, computer skills including
mastery of voice recognition software, Braille, mobility orientation, and
English classes to upgrade his writing skills which are limited, while his
spoken English is very good. This regime of education has been confirmed
in meetings with the local Council for Disabled People, and personnel of the
Associations for the Blind and Retinitus Pigmentosa. Furthermore Kingsley
has been assessed by FITA/MITA (Foundation for IT Accessibility) to
determine IT training requirements and a program to be followed. This
program of training is coming together with a group of concerned people
who are volunteering time to teach and prepare Kingsley for the future, but
of course the finance for his living expenses, when he is no longer able to
work, is a huge concern.
Kingsley is currently employed (with a Malta Employment Permit) with
Vassallo Builders Limited, who are very concerned about his rapidly
deteriorating eyesight. They have kindly kept him in work, but it is apparent
that Kingsley’s handicap is becoming hazardous to those around him, as
well as to himself. He will soon be unable to be self supportive.
Of course, it is not possible to give a time frame for equipping Kingsley to be
earning money again, but from indications, Frank and I are thinking of a two
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year time frame with costs totalling 18200€ Here is how this figure is arrived
at:
• Housing and living expenses 24 months at €700 per month =
€16800. This would commence at termination of his employment,
which is expected within months.
• IT hardware €600 and software (Window Eyes and Nuance Voice
Recognition Software) = 1400€
Any funds donated for Kingsley’s support would be officially administered by
The Foundation for the Shelter and Support of Migrants (FSM). This is a
registered and highly regarded NGO that Frank is heavily involved in,
meaning that he would provide direct oversight and there would be no
admin costs deducted from donations.
We’ve known Kingsley for almost two years. Since he received his
Protected status we’ve been spending a good deal of time with him. He is
bright, hard working, independent, cheerful, and determined to learn what
he needs…and has an entrepreneurial spirit.
Something he has said to me a couple of times ‘When the desirable is
unavailable, then the available becomes desirable.’ To me it reflects his
positive attitude and willingness to adapt to the circumstances.
This is an appeal for help. I realize this is a very large sum of money, but
every donation will count. It is an investment in the future of Kingsley
Patrick.
Thank you for your generousity.

Judy Wilmot

If you wish to support our missions please do a bank transfer then email me
at maltapar@live.co.uk so that I can acknowledge its receipt. Peter, Church
Treasurer
Lombard Bank Malta plc, 67 Republic Street, Valletta VLT 1117
SWIFT/BIC code LBMAMTMT
Our account is St Andrew's Scots Church, St Andrew's House, 210 Old
Bakery Street, Valletta, Malta
Account number 0144010357901
IBAN MT18 LBMA 0500 0000 0001 4401 0357 901
Reference: Kingsley; Migrants; Tugwashanye or Theresa; plus your
name.
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Dear Friends –
Syria – the centre of the year’s worst headlines about war. The implications
are international.
2,000 years ago, it was also the centre of a story which had worldwide
implications – but this was a story of people coming together in the name of
Christ. Indeed, it was in the middle of this story that the word “Christian” was
first used. The story is told in Acts, chapter 11. And it’s told by an eyewitness
– Luke, who not only wrote the gospel which carries his name, but also this
precious and unique book of Acts, which tells the story of the birth and early
growth of the Christian church. Antioch in Syria was his home town. That’s
where the term “Christian” was first coined. And Luke saw it happen. But he
saw something far, far bigger…
Since then, international borders have changed; Antioch is now 12 miles
outside Syria’s northern border, in modern Turkey. It’s in an area where tens
of thousands of refugees are camped, having fled the war which is consuming
Syria as politics, terrorism, and hard-line religious movements clash, and
where the UN inspectors recently confirmed sarin nerve gas has been used in
rocket attacks.
So it’s even more important that we should focus on what happened there
2,000 years ago. Antioch was the Roman world’s third largest city.
Cosmopolitan, modern, sophisticated, and wealthy. But also, interestingly,
the first place where it’s recorded that two quite distinct branches of the
Christian church were founded. Luke records that, after the persecution
which killed Stephen had spread, early Jewish Christians travelled from
Jerusalem as far as Antioch and founded a church – but they would preach
and speak only to fellow-Jews. But other Christians, from Cyprus and North
Africa, also arrived – and they proclaimed the good news about Jesus to
everyone!

4

Crossroads

Autumn 2013

When news of this reached Jerusalem, the church leaders – who would have
included James, the brother of Jesus himself, and Peter, who had also just
discovered the joy of introducing Gentiles to the Christian faith – decided to
send someone to investigate. They sent Barnabas, an inspired choice. As Luke
puts it “When he arrived and saw how God had blessed the people, he was
glad and urged them all to be faithful and true to the Lord with all their
hearts…” He did more than that. He found the right man for the task. He
went to Tarsus, found Paul, and took him to Antioch – and, for a year, they
ministered there together.
And this great, expanding, international new church, which brought together
those of the old faith and those from outside it, became the first proud bearer
of the name “Christians”.
Over the coming months, we’ll be focusing on the stories in Acts. Our
midweek fellowship (Wednesdays, every fortnight) will look at the book in
detail. We’ll rediscover Christian heroes, like Stephen, and Peter, and
Barnabas, and Lydia, and Priscilla and Aquila, and Mark, and of course Paul.
We’ll see them facing death, and celebrating their love for Jesus with the
deepest joy… we’ll see them helping each other – and helping strangers…
we’ll see them struggling with their faith, and their upbringing, and the
political realities of their day… and we’ll hopefully rediscover something in our
own Christian faith as we do it.
I hope you enjoy the journey. For now, just think back again to that story of
new, vibrant unity in northern Syria, which Luke himself witnessed and
recorded. Think, and pray, over how our world should – and could – be
today, if only we could really let ourselves be Christ. And remember, too,
that Luke saw a much bigger story, even then. He saw the beginnings of a
world united in Christ. Of a church, already tending to split into factions,
reunited in joy and faith. He saw what we need to see all over again in this
year of our Lord 2013.
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ST. ANDREW’
ANDREW’S SCOTS CHURCH
VALLETTA, MALTA

A MONTH IN A MISSION…
Dateline: Malta, July 2013

POLITICAL STORMS & DRAMATIC RESCUES…
The boats are still arriving – over 500 refugees in the month of July alone,
almost 200 of whom were saved by two major overnight rescue operations from
their sinking boats 50 miles to the south of the island. But the storms they faced
weren’t at sea. After a 24 hour period in which these Africans were detained by
police, and political arguments over their future raged in the Maltese
parliament, in the European Courts, and outside the police station where the
refugees were being held, Malta’s new Prime Minister, Dr. Joseph Muscat,
declared that Malta would respect an interim decision by the European Court of
Human Rights to stop a planned enforced return of 102 Somali migrants to
Libya. Earlier in the day (9th July), a plane had been booked by the Maltese
government to return this group of refugees to Mitiga Airport, Tripoli, and the
Prime Minister’s statement that “all options are on the table” regarding arriving
migrants had provoked strong reactions from refugee organisations, human
rights organisations including United Nations, and the EU Commissioner for
Home Affairs, who expressed “extreme surprise” at the comments of Malta’s
Prime Minister.

Your minister,
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Rev Doug McRoberts, as minister of St. Andrew’s Scots Church in Malta, leads
the OUT OF AFRICA… INTO MALTA mission project. He says their focus is
not the politics, but the people caught in the middle: “Just at a time when so
many of our prayers have been answered, with new opportunities to develop our
mission and remake broken lives, the threat of this action and both the public
support for it and the opposition to it have increased tensions in Malta. This
makes our ministry to migrants even more sensitive than it was already – but
also more vital. While we are well aware of political realities here, and of
increasing pressures on all who seek to support African refugees, our focus is
clearly on those who most need our help. We greatly appreciate the prayers –
and the voices – of others who are moved to stand up for those who are caught
in the middle of all this, whether in mission, or politics, or human rights courts.
We remember always that the infant Jesus was himself a refugee, whose parents
sought refuge by going into North Africa with him when the politics of the day
threatened his young life. We are simply seeking to do what Mary and Joseph
did.”
The refugees themselves – including some who had been shot during their
escape from Libya – were meanwhile in detention centres, behind bars; even the
women and children at first. They will eventually be released into “open
centres” where they will be housed in narrow cabins, some stacked on top of
each other like shipping containers.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER, AND CELEBRATIONS…
Shortly before this story broke, Doug had asked for prayers of thanksgiving for
recent very positive developments in the work of OUT OF AFRICA… INTO
MALTA. And there are big reasons to still be thankful:
After over a year of prayer and planning, MALTA MICROFINANCE (MMF)
has now been cleared for licensing by the Malta Financial Services Agency.
Wholly owned by St. Andrew’s Scots Church, but involving key people from
Malta’s refugee, banking, social work and business sectors, it aims to help
refugees through microfinance loans. It’s only possible through the support of
the Church of Scotland Guild. See www.maltamicrofinance.com.
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Céline Warnier de Wailly – a human
rights lawyer who formerly worked for
the Jesuit Refugee Service in Malta, and
who has many years of experience
working
among
refugees
there,
particularly in the detention and open
centres – started work as MMF’s
fieldworker in August. She says “I’m
thrilled to be the Support Worker for the
Solidarity Groups with MMF. It will
make such a difference; it’s something
other refugee agencies have talked about,
but the Scots Church has persevered, and
made it happen. I’m eager for this new
experience.”

Doug says the developments of the last few weeks have provided astonishing
answers to prayer: “Within 72 hours, we had not only received news that MMF
would be licensed, ready to go into operation using money given by Church of
Scotland Guild members as one of their Mission Partnership Projects, but also
that the Methodist Church – our other ‘parent’ – will provide funding for our
fieldworker. While all this was happening, we were continuing with our
growing mission work – teaching English to African refugees, completing a
kids’ play area at Hal Far Tent Village, one of the refugee centres, and getting
ready to celebrate the marriage, on Sunday 7th July, of Walter and Lillian
Donmilic. They’re from Nigeria, and even as they were being married, we were
praying for Malta’s new arrivals in detention, who are going through exactly the
same experience as Walter and Lillian did. But through OUT OF AFRICA…
INTO MALTA, they now have a home here, a church family here, and a real
future. We’d like to thank everyone who continues to make this kind of miracle
possible.”
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Mirror Mirror on the Wall –

a View of Mission
We have tried to reflect a little on mission in practically every
issue of the Crossroads magazine for the last 5 years. This
reflection is being made in the knowledge that visitors from
various other churches may pick a copy of the magazine during
Notte Bianca. Regular Crossroads readers can reminiscence…
Five years have gone by since we published the Cookery Book
Plus with contributions from members of the congregation.
Several of the copies of the cookery book can be found in
various homes across Europe and beyond since they were
bought by visitors to St Andrew’s too. The most wonderful
thing about that fund-raiser was that we learnt something
small but precious about a number of church members. Norma
Tait had contributed the recipe for her famous cheese scones
and many of us still remember her contagious smile and strong
Scottishness when we leaf through the book. We also have a
few very deep prayers immersed in the culinary content. This
was the reason for the “plus” in the title of course.
Often, when we talk of ‘mission’ in today’s world we talk of
people’s generosity on the one hand and other people’s drastic
needs on the other. Indeed, we witness generosity at St
Andrew’s Scots Church when we run our fund-raising activities
9
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locally and when churches in Europe make substantial
contributions to the “Out of Africa … into Malta” project.
However, though the actual funds are an essential part of
mission, there is no doubt that mission goes well beyond the
finance.
Indeed Christian mission is not just fulfilling
obligations or paying one’s tithes. It is being involved, it is
building relationships with those far and near who ask for help
and, even more so perhaps, looking carefully around us for
those who are in need of our help.
Dar Teresa, our local mission in Valletta itself, makes our
weekly shopping a community act, adding items to our trolleys
that we know they need. One week it is nappies, another week
it is toothpaste or washing up liquid. It helps us to think that
we all have the same needs we simply differ in our incidental
circumstances so that we can and they can’t easily procure the
items of daily life. It is also a lesson in humility to think “Why
us?” or “Why them?” Perhaps we should do what Denis Avey1
did and take their place for a few days to understand a little
of what it means to be dependent on others for daily needs.
Avey argues strongly that some people feel compelled to do
certain things because they believe in justice and that leaves
them no real choice. He did not consider himself a hero when
he decided to take the place of another man in Auschwitz. He
felt he needed to know to make sure he could tell others when
the war was over. So, too, our Christian faith compels us to be
in relationship with all around us, particularly those who are in
need. Whether this is because they lack resources or because
1

Denis Avey (2011) The Man who Broke into Auschwitz” London: Hodder
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they need to be listened to or just need us to be there for
them in some way.
The refugees are now simply an extension of our church family
and many of us have come to know some a little more deeply.
Perhaps we are often too shy, too afraid to be friendly in case
we break some cultural code. However, the smiles that we
greet each other with have long broken the ice. We have
attended baptisms and, indeed, even a wedding ceremony.
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As our thoughts move on further afield to Tugwashanye in
Zambia, and to Sister Catherine and her community we
recognise that we often think we need things that so many
others do without. We reflect on Sister Catherine’s stories,
telling us how the people in Tugwashanye understand that
sometimes they have to go hungry but are thrilled when they
have the food they need. They are willing to help each other
when this is needed, each from the little they have….
Thus mission cannot be considered a burden. It is the path to
spiritual growth leading to a deeper understanding of the fact
that we are all made in the image of God. That is who we truly
are. So we need to commit ourselves to mission if we are to
find our true selves. We need to see those others when we
look into the mirror.

That makes us all an extended family surely. We are happy for
each other when jobs are found, visas are issued, new homes
made. We may still have a long way to travel along this mission
since the boats keep coming and the travellers do not always
survive the long journey. Our prayers are also needed as the
road to a peaceful solution is possible but politicians often
care more about saving face than lives. Prayer is powerful and
we need to lead prayerful lives and trust that God will answer
our prayers. Meanwhile we are enriched by our enlarged
community.
11
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the contrary, it has pushed my understanding further and I
continue to read and discuss in order to deepen my knowledge
of the differences. Being in but out, as it were, means I look
at everything in both churches without taking anything for
granted. I question inwardly constantly.
When the annual congregational meeting comes round I remind
myself than I am not in …. but on the other hand I am not out
either. When members of the Presbytery visit I explain
immediately that although I am Norrie’s wife and an active
member of the St Andrew’s Church mission team I am a
practising Catholic and have no intention of becoming anything
else. So, you might ask, why am I in… why not simply stay out?
I remember the joy many Catholics experienced when Vatican
Council II concluded and so many reforms were implemented.
I did not know at the time that it would enable me to marry
someone from a different Christian denomination without any
difficulty. Little did I know the enrichment that a marriage to
another Christian from a different tradition would bring to my
understanding of my own faith.
Before Vatican Council II I would not have been able to
worship fully in a different Church. Now, couples of mixed
marriages are encouraged to participate in worship in both
churches. However, differences must not be swept under the
carpet. The difference in Eucharistic traditions means that
we do not participate in Communion in each other’s churches.
That has not diminished my respect for different beliefs. On
13

Like any kind of dual citizenship you have to accept the pros
with the cons. I take on the criticism for both churches from
both camps personally and weigh it to check where I stand.
When I consider it justified but can do nothing about it, I
discuss it extensively with those who are more knowledgeable
and do my bit to change things if I can. However, the
similarities are so much greater than the differences that I
can live in both traditions very happily, proud to be dual
without having a complex about it. Hence I am happy to write
this article with my non-Maltese name.
I have to confess that as a teenager I was absolutely certain I
would never marry a non-Catholic. After absorbing some of
the many conclusions of the Council I quickly realised that I
was using the term very wrongly, assuming that only Catholics
were Christians. Catholics, I discovered in my late teens were
only one flavour of Christians. You may be asking, why doesn’t
she summarise the differences? Well, I would if I could but
the flavour of the different denominations needs to be
experienced rather than just talked about. In fact, I could
say that over the years, many denominations have moved closer
to each other. Since I am not a historian I cannot help the
reader with understanding how it happened. No doubt the
ecumenical meetings worldwide must have helped. Our own
14
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local ecumenical meetings and discussions and services help us
appreciate each other more. We are still on the long road to
fuller understanding. It is part of the pilgrimage we set out on
when we acknowledged our membership of Christ’s Church. I
am sure that we can help each other understand a little more
whenever we create the opportunity to welcome one another.
After an ecumenical pilgrimage to St Mary’s Church in
Haddington, Scotland, I had a dream probably inspired by the
length of the church building. The dream was not one where
all denominations became one but where all denominations were
able to worship differently but in harmony with each other
within the same building. In practice, that could spell chaos.
However, the essence is practical.
We live it without
difficulty. Not once have I felt hampered but being in two
churches. I look forward to both services. I appreciate the
differences as well as the great amount shared. My husband
and I have never pushed each other to belong only to one
church. The discussion has never been needed. We do belong
to one Church but to two churches.
So what do I love about these two Christian flavours? The
differences and of course the people who never question why I
am there but are as pleased to see me as I am to see them.
The mission that stretches me and allows me to grow as I was
designed to grow. The opportunities to learn more through the
relationships that the churches offer. Same but different.

This October / November
‘A showcase of musical presentations’
St Andrew’s Scots Church is delighted to host a number of reputable
Choirs from the UK.
Sunday 13th October
10.30 am
During our Sunday Worship Service, we are proud to welcome the choirs
from St Andrew’s and St George’s West Churches in Edinburgh.
Thursday 17th October
6.30 pm
An evening of musical entertainment courtesy of Bothwell Philharmonic
Choir...another Scottish delight!
Saturday 26th October
7.30 pm
Basingstoke Ladies Choir
This evening promises a feast of modern and traditional songs from this
beautiful ladies choir comprising 52 members!
Friday 22nd November
7.30 pm
th
St Andrew’s 4 Annual Soiree, in aid of our Missions, an eclectic mix of
musical treats, not to be missed. Please ask for details from members of
our congregation and......

Marie Alexander
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Coffee & Chat

Most of us like the chance of a good chat over a cup of coffee or tea. So on
Tuesdays there will be a welcome waiting at St Andrew’s for anyone who
would like to come along. Please come at 2pm and bring your knitting or
dominoes or whatever you like, to spend a couple of hours in company of
friends and acquaintances.
If you would like to help with making coffee and tea or perhaps to bake or
provide biscuits, please let me know. I hope to see you there,
Lesley McRoberts.

St.Andrew’s Songstars needed!
We are still looking to restart the St.Andrew’s Songstars, but we need
members! No experience is necessary – just a love for music and
singing.
If you are interested to join, please see Christa Wiegand
or contact us on Facebook "saintandrews scotschurch".
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Sat 5th Oct:

Notte Bianca – church open from 6.00pm till midnight!

Sun 6th Oct:

Harvest Service at 10.30 am.
Bring’n’share lunch!

Sun 13th Oct:

Mission Sunday Service at 10.30 am.
Leader – Norrie Alexander

Tues 15th Oct:

Christians Together in Malta public dialogue meeting
“The Christian Family”. University Chaplaincy
Centre, 6.30 pm.

Sun 20th Oct:

Service at 10.30 am. Preacher – Rev Canon Mo Ryan

Sat 26th Oct:

Kirk Session – 10.00 am, at the manse.

Sun 27th Oct:

Communion Service at 10.30 am. Rev Doug McRoberts

Sun 3rd Nov:

Service at 10.30 am.
Bring’n’share lunch!

Sun 10th Nov:

Remembrance Service at 10.15 am.
Rev Doug McRoberts

Sun 17th Nov:

Service at 10.30 am.

Sun 24th Nov:

Service at 10.30 am, including Communion.
Rev Doug McRoberts

Rev Doug McRoberts

Rev Doug McRoberts

Rev Doug McRoberts
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Advance dates for Advent:
Sun 1st Dec:

Advent Service at 10.30 am.
Bring’n’share lunch!

Rev Doug McRoberts

Sun 8th Dec:

Advent Service at 10.30 am.

Rev Doug McRoberts

th

Sat 14 Dec:

Family Christmas Lessons & Carols – 4.00pm

Sun 15th Dec:

Advent Service at 10.30 am.

Rev. Doug McRoberts

Sun 22nd Dec: Family Nativity Service at 10.30 am.
Rev. Doug McRoberts
th

Tues 24 Dec: All-age Christmas Eve Christingle Service – 6.00pm
Wed 25th Dec: Christmas Day all-age worship & Christmas Lunch
Sun 29th Dec:

Service at 10.30 am.

Rev. Doug McRoberts

A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people
and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.
This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year
ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a
computer back then.
A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would be
about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and they
would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who would then
contact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or even more hence
the chain. So with the exception of the Coordinator no one had to call more
than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that people were praying
for your situation.
With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times and
bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It made a
tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or used their
computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course there are people
who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call which is fine.
The power of prayer is truly amazing.

Get up-dates.
Read intersting and funny stuff.
Join in and hear from people and congregations from all over the world.
With "saintandrews scotschurch" on Facebook
St. Andrew’s Scots Church is on www.saintandrewsmalta.com
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If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please don't
hesitate to contact me.
My details are as follow:

June Pritchard-Griffiths,
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7952 2406
Email: junepg1951@yahoo.co.uk
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