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Dear Readers 
 
Spring time is coming and so is Easter.  While we are compiling this 
crossroad magazine we start wondering about “What do eggs have to 
do with Easter?” Over the centuries, Easter Sunday has been 
supplemented by popular customs, many of were incorporated from 
springtime fertility celebrations of European and Middle Eastern 
pagan religion. Rabbits and eggs, for example, are widely-used pagan 
symbols for fertility. 

Some Christians disassociate themselves entirely from Easter eggs 
because of their pagan connotations. Other Christians view Easter 
eggs, or other candies and treats, as symbols of joy and celebration 
(as they were forbidden during the fast of Lent) and as a "taste" of 
new life and resurrection that they have in Jesus Christ.  

If we are clear about our own motives, we shall not judge one 
another but have Jesus in mind - Reference 1 Corinthians 15:14. 
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Dear Friends  
  
This month we continue our journey through Lent, we head towards 
the passion of Christ and ultimately the cross. Then we have Easter 
Day the wonderful celebration of the resurrection. It really is a very 
emotional month taking us through reflection to repentance, from 
repentance to forgiveness and ultimately from death to eternal life. 
 
Lent is a Journey as we look at the journey Jesus made to Jerusalem 
and beyond so we too reflect our own spiritual journeys as we journey 
with our Lord in the last days of his life.  
We will also journey through Holy Week together as we share the 
Passover Meal at 6pm on the evening of Maundy Thursday and then 
meet at the foot of the cross at 10am on Good Friday. Then at 
6.30am on Easter Morning we celebrate our Risen Saviour in the 
wonderful setting of the Upper Barrakka Gardens followed by a “Bring 
and Share” breakfast back at the Church. The whole church family 
then comes together for a Family Easter Communion Service. Easter 
isn’t something you read about or even something you reflect upon, 
Easter must be something you experience. We hope as many as 
possible will share this experience and that we can then share our 
own experience of Easter with others. Please don’t restrict Easter to 
eggs and bunnies but journey with us and share our experiences. 
Then we will truly be Easter People, those who don’t just know about 
the cross of Christ but have brought their sins to it for forgiveness, 

who don’t just talk about the 
resurrection but have experienced 
it in their lives.  
 
I wish you all a Happy Easter!  
May you know and experience  
the power of the Risen Christ! 
 

Love & Prayers, Kim 
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Together WE can make a difference!  Please contact Franklin or Judith on 
landline 21641308, mobile 7926 1646, email fwilmot@keyworld.net . 

Sweden generates nearly 60% of their electricity from renewables,  

Germany is trying to achieve 80% supply by 2050, 

While Malta currently generates less than 1% from renewables. 

DID YOU KNOW?      THINK 

Finland annually produces 20,000 cbm of renewable freshwater 

(collected rainfall, rivers, etc) per capita, 

Malta generates 121 cbm per capita, nearly 160 times less than 

Finland and 25 times less than Italy.   

We live in absolute water scarcity and few people know it. 

Malta is the second highest generator of greenhouse gas emissions 

amongst all the European states per capita. 

mailto:fwilmot@keyworld.net
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CHRISTIANITY 

Some months ago we looked at questions and answers from the 

questionnaire for a handbook on Religions in Malta. Here is part 2. 

 
1. Brief history about the presence of your Church in Malta  

A Methodist Church has existed in Valletta since 1824, when the Rev. John Keeling 

founded the first non-Roman Catholic Church in Malta.   A Presbyterian church has 

existed on our site since 1843 and our present building was completed in 1857 

through the efforts of a Presbyterian minister, the Rev. Dr George Wisely during a 

time of strong British military presence.    

The two congregations joined together in the 1970’s after the Methodist building 

was forced to close. The full story of the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches in 

Malta can be found by clicking 

here: http://website.lineone.net/~peterbidmead/index.htm 

 
2. Specific issues 

a. Gender issues  
i. Domestic 

Men and women are seen as made in the image of God and are equal 

in His sight and in the sight of the Church. All offices of the Church 

including the ordained elders and ministers are open to both men and women. 

ii. Sexual 

Both parent churches hold to the Bibles teaching of chastity outside of marriage and 

fidelity within it. We have a very strong Safeguarding Policy to protect children and 

vulnerable adults for all kinds of abuse. We have a Safeguarding Officer whose role 

it is to ensure the policy is upheld and to offer training in issues related to 

Safeguarding and child protection. 
b. Social issues: Religious education, especially for 

children 

The church runs a junior church where children can learn more 

about the Christian faith and grow into spiritual maturity and a 

personal living faith in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. The Church also runs 

Bible study and home Fellowship groups for adults to continue on their journey of 

faith. All of these groups are open to both men and women equally. 

c. Health issues 

i. Abortion 

The Church believes all life to be sacred and all people to be made in the 

image of God. The Church of Scotland is pro-life on abortion, stating that 
it should be allowed "only on grounds that the continuance of the pregnancy would 

involve serious risk to the life or grave injury to the health, whether physical or 

mental, of the pregnant woman." The Methodist Conference Statement of 

1976 states that the human foetus has an inviolable right to life and that abortion 

should never be seen as an alternative to contraception. Yet it also recognises that 

http://website.lineone.net/~peterbidmead/index.htm
http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/pi_abortionstatement_76.pdf
http://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/pi_abortionstatement_76.pdf
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the foetus is totally dependent on the mother for at least the first twenty weeks of 

its life and that the mother has a total right to decide whether or not to continue the 

pregnancy. They too believe that abortion should only be considered when 

continuing with the pregnancy is a health risk to either mother or baby. Having said 

that it leaves the final decision to the individual’s conscience. We believe it is God 
who judges a person’s heart this is not the role of his church. The role of the Church 

is to offer unconditional love and support. 

ii. Euthanasia 

The Church of Scotland and Methodist Church while in no way deficient in 

compassion, had taken a firm position based on the principle of the sanctity of life. 

On the basis of the Christian belief in God’s sovereignty over life, there can be no 

support for the concept of the permissibility in law to kill a fellow human being even 

when he requests it. The churches allow the following which they believe not to be 

Euthanasia: Where doctors decide to use drugs for pain-relief for a patient with a 

terminal illness, which may have the side effect of shortening life. Where a doctor 

advises against medical intervention which may lengthen the patient's lifespan, but 
the patient will not be able to enjoy or even respond to their environment. The 

decision not to intervene is seen as compassionate and responsible. 

iii. IVF 

Both churches have discussed this issue a great depth and accept IVF as a treatment 

within marriage but are concerned about the disposal of any fertilised foetus not 

implanted into the mother. This I am sure will remain a subject for discussion. 

iv. Any other health issues 

Both churches believe God’s ideal for his people is healing and wholeness and that 

he uses both his miraculous power and medical science to achieve this. Neither 

church believes that illness is punishment from God or judgement for sin. Both offer 

to unconditionally love and support God’s people through any illness or disability.  

d. Dietary requirements: There are no special dietary requirements. 
e. Prayer requirements 

People are encouraged to join for worship and corporate prayer but also to develop 

their own personal prayer lives. We believe that God delights in the prayers of His 

people and will answer prayers in the most miraculous of ways. 

f. Issues associated with death, funeral arrangements, funeral 

service, cremation, burial 

A Funeral Service or Service of Thanksgiving will be help in the church in 

celebration of a person’s life and their faith in a life beyond death. Funeral 

arrangements are made via the minister and will include either a burial or 

a cremation. Services can also be arranged to be held either at a graveside 

or in a cemetery chapel. 
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Transforming Perspectives  

 
On my first tour of the highlands in 1978 the coach driver 

pointed out a farmer and asked if any of us could recognise a rich 

from a poor farmer.  My perspective of Maltese farmers brought 

various images to mind, brown wrinkled faces, bad teeth, bare 

feet in stringy sandals often knotted in places.  These images 

were unrelated to the driver’s whimsical reply - “A poor Scottish 

farmer washes his own Mercedes!” 

 

Perspectives differ greatly 

across the globe.  Our 

understanding of events is 

based on our life stories, the 

world we know and 

experience. The present 

drought is a great worry to farmers.  Some have been paying for 

money to irrigate a select number of crops.  Others have had to 

leave the crops since they estimate that it is unlikely to be worth 

whatever income they can bring.  Some Gozitan farmers resorted 

to prayer.   Many smiled at such news reported in the media.  The 

truth is that many of us  will not really suffer much.  We will eat 

more imported vegetables and fruit and pay a little extra for the 

local fruit if we consider it fit for our tables.  We are unlikely to 

be planning reduced diets to compensate.  

 

In Tugwashanye, and many other places, the drought has 

transformed the plans for the continuation of the maize project – 

it is in pause status just now.  The women who were planning to 

benefit from the maize seeds brought in by last harvest’s 

successful ladies have had to accept that this will not happen this 

year.  Moreover, prices have soared for all commodities, possibly 
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for other reasons.  As Sister Catherine reports, they are 

expecting to suffer which means that there will also be hunger. 

 

Just as Sister Catherine in Tugwashanye was concerned about 

who could not be sent to school this scholastic year, the extra 

donation from particularly generous members of St Andrew’s 

reached her.  She will be able to fund some students’ education 

without jeopardizing the funds that need to be reserved for the 

vulnerable.  So this makes this year’s Pasta Night event on 

Saturday 30th April an even more important event than usual. 

 

Our perspectives determine what we say and what we do.  Just 

like the different perspectives of the 

pharisee and the publican who both went to 

the temple to pray (Luke 18: 9 – 14).  The 

pharisee saw everything – including God and 

the publican - through a mirror which showed 

himself in the centre and God in the shadows. 

He was blinded by pride and arrogance and a 

sense of self-importance. His perspective 

was frugal since it did not go beyond himself. The publican saw 

himself as a sinner but recognised God’s great mercy that he 

knew could reach him, a sinner. He did not hide behind some false 

image of himself.  He was honest and so he was enriched as he 

reached out for God’s mercy, humbly knowing he would be changed 

through it yet also knowing that he was a sinner.   

 

Our perspective weather-wise is often egoistic.  We want good 

weather, not cold and not hot, not windy and not wet.  We forget 

that we need it all even if personally we would rather pay than be 

inconvenienced by it.  We see ourselves first of all and most of 

all.The Tugwashanye community rejoice when it rains because 

they know they can feed their families more easily.  They also 
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trust more deeply in Providence because their circumstances do 

not make them independent.  When they find food or can afford 

to pay for it, they know that it is God that has provided for them 

through those out there or out here who make an effort to 

enable God’s Kingdom to come on earth. 

 

Given the opportunity to join forces together to support the 

Tugwashanye mission, our perspective has changed.  We enter the 

occasion in our diary and even if some recognise there is a clash 

their contribution still comes to make things possible for 

brethren around 6 thousand kilometres  away as the crow flies, 

across a different continent and different time scale and 

different season.  We care about them and wish them well in 

concrete terms.  We are keen to help them out because they are 

our brethren.  Naturally, we can never do enough.   

 

It is unlikely that any of us will give and give until it hurts.  

Nevertheless, we try never to 

ignore them especially when, 

through Sr Catherine, we hear 

about a particular need be it 

education or health-related, be it 

maize or a room for shelter.  We 

ignore our measures, our 

perspectives and focus on them because we can see our Lord 

through them (as in Matthew 25: 40). 
 

Marie Alexander 

For The Mission Team   
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Sharing Thoughts 
 

While working on the new church website in December, I understood 
something I had not seen this way before.  It is an amazing fact that 
made me very joyful. I’d like to share it and hope you feel the same. 

 
The congregation of Saint Andrew’s sure has helped missions from 
the beginning. None of us was there at that time and I could not say 
what, when or how.  

When Jesus brought me to Saint Andrew’s, about 7 years ago, the 
first thing I saw were the food collection baskets at the end of the 
pews. They are for Dar Theresa, a refuge women and minors. 

The congregation is organizing help for them since 2005. 
 
I learned about Sister Catherine and our brothers and sisters in 

Tugwashanye . A mission partner also since 2005.  
 
Soon after I became a regular of our church, I saw the “Out of Africa 

–Into Malta” mission starting. This was in 2011. 
From blankets to cooler boxes, a corner for the children and so much 
more. It was a lot going on at that time. 

Out of this initiative the Malta Microfinance was born in 2013. Soon 
after, in the same year, the English Language Classes were launched.  
In 2015 now “The Foodbank” was opened.  

 
All this was done in 10 years!. I thought that this is amazing. You 
are amazing. None of these activities have ceased. They are still going 

on. 
 
And yet this is not all.   

In the beginning of 2015 the congregation raised over 2000 Euro for a 
dental bill. With this the dignity was given back to that woman which 
was hit while queuing in a post office. Do you remember? 

 
A good amount of Euros was raised for MOAS. The fund raiser for the 
Arnaud Guesry Foundation - 'La Maison d'Arnaud” in Madagascar was 
very successful too.  
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We have had the “Build a house” project for the victims of the 

earthquake in the middle of last year in Nepal. Ok, perhaps the roof 

was missing but do you see what I see? You all are awesome people!  
For most people things do not come easy but this congregation has 
not given up one project.  

You see why I felt the need to share this 
with you? 
 
It just made my day last Sunday, the 

21st of February, when I entered the 
church and saw that both baskets for 
Dar Theresa where quite well filled up.  

 
Sr. Catherine is writing in her emails that 
her community is praying for us in every service. And so are others, 

people whom you have welcomed. People that came seeking and you 
helped them find. People, who found a family in this congregation. In 
you. 

 Thanks be to the Lord for he is with us. 
 

Christa D. Wiegand 
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Nativity Service – December 2015 

God’s Angels 
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StAY Connected = St Andrew Youth Connected with 
Jesus – is a joint youth group project of St Andrew’s 
Scots Church and Andreas-Gemeinde, German 
Protestant Church.  It is for young people from 14–29 
years who want to meet on a regular basis sharing their 
faith, singing, dancing, playing, having fun and much 
much more.  The first meeting will be in early October. 
Join our Facebook Group to know more about it. 

 
 

 
We sit at the front of the Church 
and either just chat or make things, 

etc. People of different nationalities and cultures come in for a drink. Some 

are on holiday and some live here.  If you have nothing to do on a Friday 

each week why not drop in and see us between 10 am and 12 noon. You are 
very welcome. 

 

 

There are two Home Groups just 
now:  

one in Birgu at the Wilmot’s – 

and a second in Maghtab at 
Thiele-Trimmel’s. 

Contact Judy or Franklin (Birgu Group) 

on 7926 1646 or jwilmot@keyworld.net 
  OR Jutta or Harald (Maghtab Group) 

9964 7772 or dc8-73@gmx.de 

 

Volunteer & Duty Chart 
Please take notice of our Volunteer & Duty Chart.  It indicates 

names and duties in our church life.  Especially it shows which 

functions need volunteers and which don’t.  Functions are indicated 

with a colour code.  It is displayed at the end of the steps leading to 

the hall on the wall next to the entry of the hall. 

mailto:jwilmot@keyworld.net
mailto:dc8-73@gmx.de
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Palm Sunday 20th March 

10.30am All Age Worship 

Maundy Thursday24th March 

6pm Passover Meal 

Good Friday 25th March 

10am Good Friday Service 

Easter Day 27th  

6.30am Sunrise Service 

Upper Barrakka Gardens 

10.30am Easter Family Communion 
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A prayer chain is a group of like-minded people who wish to pray for people 

and their situations that arise during our daily lives. It is also used for praise.  
 

This started in our previous church also called St. Andrew in Cardiff 34 year 

ago. When it was started there it was all done by phone as no one had a 

computer back then.  
 

A Coordinator was informed of a person who needed prayers. There would 

be about 4 or 5 "Chain Leaders" who would each receive the message, and 
they would then contact the person underneath them on the chain, who 

would then contact the next one on the list, and so on, there may 6, 7, or 

even more hence the chain.  So with the exception of the Coordinator no one 
had to call more than one person. It was a wonderful feeling to know that 

people were praying for your situation. 

 

With the advent of computers being owned by lots of people now, it was 
suggested to me a couple of years ago that I might want to move with times 

and bring the prayer chain into the 21st century by using email as well. It 

made a tremendous difference, as people who had odd working hours and/or 
used their computer a lot were able to participate more easily. Of course 

there are people who don't have a computer, or just prefer a phone call which 

is fine.   

 
The power of prayer is truly amazing. 

 

If anyone would like more information or to join the prayer chain, please 
don't hesitate to contact me.  

 

My details are as follow:  June Pritchard-Griffiths,  
Landline: 21311277 / Mobile: 7951 1406 

Email: junepeg1951@yahoo.co.uk  


